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common governor and judge, it cannot; 
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continuing in the paths of vice. If Wielt 
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nels of God, which aims at, and will in- 
fallibly accompliſh the moſt exalted and ex- 
n 8 n his creaturgs. In 


is the father of he Ki 3g hen. we con- 

ſider him in this light! — moſt freely and 
bountifully communicating the means of 
life and enjoyment to the infinite OR. of 
nnn e ee 


To be iy We in the hand of God 
in chearfully endeavouring to promote this 
purpoſe, will redound to our great honor 
and, advantage: but to attain ſo large a de- 
gree of this divine and heavenly Nets 
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Wi very beautiful ney — de- 
ſcription of the works of God, and diſ- 
played the wonders: of creation and provi- 
dence in ſuch a natural and ſtrong manner, 
as muſt give high entertainment to every 
reader that bas a taſte for compoſitions. of 
the poetic. and.deſeriptive kind, - 
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nn end era to a5! to 3905, 


From che wide extended cangpy of heas | 
ven he deſcends to take a general view of 
the various productions of this earth, and 
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Do with what kind and —— ate” 
Fatto E G tler na nc 
enjoyment of his creatures; how liberally 
he ſippliss ein want Bind fabsfiex" them 
with good; and how wilely all things are 
contrived and formed. in order to — 
pliſh the great and general end of the crea 
tion. —But, after all, - at is cer — that che 
moſt ſublime Tk, ptions of heaven and 
earth that Have — given, fall ikfinitely 
ſhort of the majeſty and greatneſs of the 
ſubjects: and therefore that the pſalmiſt 
erprele cel great ptoprivth; == 
he thfows His contethplatibne"into the 
of a queſtion, or rather ef admiratiob; 
«0 Loa, "how manifold"are” thy works, 
4 in wiſdom Haſt thou made thetwalbP? 
as if he fad ſaid; how) amazingly grent 
and extenſive, how” infinitely various are 
thy works, 0'God f'whootan' take a; full 
account of them, or perfectly diſplay the 


wicdom With which thou Haſt er | 
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Bp hochst dark. and; configed.,ou; 
underſtandings. are; with, reſpecꝭ to che im: 
monſe creation arqund us —rit is certain we 
can all ſee enough of. it to fill us with never: 
cealing wonder and admiration. at the, beau 
ties and excellencies that appear therein.— 
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of animals in the earth; ſo diſtant the ons, 

and fo, ſmall, the other, as not; he per 
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3 thoſe aKtifictal wedges. meyer modern 

| yet he had Certaift 

ent of the Wifdefn 


ly e berge Ger Alter 
of God diſplayed in the formation 1—the 
order and atrangentefit—the"fiimbet and 
—— coñttivance ihe im- 
mene 8 Variety "of thöſe Heh! 


are contitivaſly:exhibiteU te the 
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Auf indeed, let any perſon ſeriouſly em- 
he will 


oloy ks" thoughts on this ſubject," 

find innumerable” objects pouring in 
him from every ſide: each — — 
cient to engage him in a long and deep en- 
quiry'; and to furnith "vatibus are oa 
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more "eſpecial manner have they directed 
| the view. and attention of theit Te? 


Pr ra vegatable. men- 
tion of the foſil and mineral ſub! 1 
and in a more particular manner the hu- 70 
man frame; are tha ſubjects on which na- 
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ee n fm 
of thiszkind, by faying, that all the attri- 


butes or perfections of God muſt he uni- 
nitely different from every thing we have 


any abquaintance with; that ue can kᷓ 
nothing about them by our deepeſt fe- 
 ſearches;/and that all th knowledge which 
men pretend eee, ae 
menen and mniſtak s: 
#1; > obgt. 053d sd 36717 ANION 
en aſſertions indeed, if true, would 
not only put an end to the enquify now 
98 1 1 n he 6 
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kom, as this er regands things, or 
facts confider Aar tely in themſelves; 
whereas wiſdow. regards them in their con- 
neęxions with and dependences upon one a 
other z more eſpecially; as theſe capnexions 
* — the various pur; 

hat are entertained by man- 
| m. therefore, in Carr higheſt 
| moſ] qi ſenſe in which it gan be 
applied, to men, —— 2s, individuals, 


in a Clear of thoſe means 
which 


— tape chubwhoindulgrthay- 
ſielves in vice which ends to miſery, Fare 
Riled> — 9 rd in intended. 


neral, bo wiſe & judge, or a r wile king, are they 
aher chis telpctivs nengls coGithel forerdl 
diſtinetidns, eee fil. 4 


abjoad, hire pant tre ngel! 


it for ourſelves e chere is 
1 infinite improvement. 
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the exriti itſelf is as ĩt were but a point, or a 
very ſmall and inconſiderable thing; our 

J 0 

di n. The ſame may be ſaid when 
ve compare we government of a few years, 

| with 
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Wine 10 the defigns of God, i 


confirmed and eſtabliſhed? iton he beſt foun- 
dation. Now the end or defign of bene- 
volence, we all know is to communica 
ineſs and in the great God it natu- 
rally leads to the formation of ſuch beings 
8s, ſhall be capable of receiving ſuch com- 
munications; and that in fact he has formed 
avaſt number and variety of ſuch beings. Pro- 
babiy the real number an and vatiety of . 
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they tend to promote and acemi — 
0 000197239 i aui u Þofirod 30 © | 
. Henk then we ſee the feveral a 
filled wirkt their reſpective inhabitants, bf an 
;hfinite variety of ſpecles The ear ; the 
ſea; the air, crowded with innütherable ani- 
mals, Whoſe forms are moſt 'exquifitely 
adapted to thoſe elements and fituations, in 
hich "they" are feſpectively found; — 
Which naturally furniſh them with alt thoſe 
fatisfaQtions and enjoyments that are moſt 
agreeable to their reſpective appetites arid 
inclinations. —With what ſtupendous artifice 


and 


Stans Il ——— 


— zn the birds for flying in an 
unt alllthe numerous tribes of animals that 
people this earth, for travelling upon the 
ſurſace of it the ſubtle machinery and 
fine: movements upon which thoſe ſeveral 
actions depend, infinitely ſurpaſs all that 
human wiſdom has ever been able to con- 
trive or invent. Indeed the moſt perfect 
work of human ſkill, when compared in 
fully examined, will diſcover great igno- 
rance and . in "ow Man __ 
formed it. 0 | 


rodr tions of the wiſaft'zod 

Be £47 wude, beſides that they art 
void of life and voluntary motion, are alſo 
greatly deficient in point of external poliſh 
and beauty, as well as in the ſubtilty and 
ineneſs of the parts within. To enter into 
a minute detail of particulars, would be to 
begin an endleſs work. -I ſhall therefore 


fly inſiſt on general obſervations, ſuch @ 


as may be verified by the daily experience 
of the bulk of mankind. We fe then tat 
E creatures 
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to give it the true enjoyment thereof. And 


| diſplayed i in forming and. compour f 
| * every creature, as ſhall change the 


- Wiſdan'if Go p. Srm ll. 
3 faculties to:fiſtin» 


guiſh,! and with limbs or organs to:purſue 


and procure, as well as to eat aud [digeſt 
their proper food. Theſe things! cinen 
way be accounted for, but by having recourſe 
to the manifold wiſdom; of God, ho as he 
has appointed the proper food for every ani- 
mal in its kind, ſo he has given to that uad 
ſuch am agreeable ſmell; appearance, or taſts, 
as ſhall effectually recommend it to that kind 
or ſpecies. of animals, for whoſe good ĩt was 
deſigned; whoſe organs are fitted to rective 
it, and to give them health, ſtrength, and 


pleaſure in the uſe of it. 21 bor 


Tuns every creature naturally deſires the 
things that are requiſite to ſupport liſe, and 


how wonderful is that wiſdom ſtill farther 
ing ſuch 


materials of their food i into the ſubſta e of 
edles This is one of thoſe innu- 
metahle inſtances, in which the wiſdom of 


" God is unſearchably deep, and his ways, paſt 
SPS. out: ſince all the e upon 


'* "4 i car th 
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amel on Wiſdom. of Go ST 
 earth-eannotimioutdly trace; thoſe ſteps, by 
whichcthis: amaaing tranſmutation is effect: 
ed;>+ How: manifold are thy works, e 
i in wiſdom haſt thou made them all 2177 

ei Heile 1. i eln ** 12 | 
W apedlidb dba the creatures of God, 
in genetal, ſeem to be endowed with a natural 
power of diſcerning and avoiding thoſethings 
that are prejudicial and hurtful to their na- 
tures, and of ſhunning and eſcaping their 
enemies, ſo as to preſerve themſelves, and 


heir reſpective ſpecies from deſtruction: | 10 
1 ili HT 35 e 5 ts A 1 + leit ; 

Tgus we ſe, ſome, e have 
many enemies endowed) with remarkable 
ſwiftneſs of foot, or wings, by which they 
maß eſcape them; others with the ſagacity of 
bailding ſtrongholds and fortreſſeg to which 
hey may retire for preſervation 3 others fur- 
cd with weapons for annoying their ene- 
mies and defending themſelves. Finally 
many other ſpecies creatures ſeem t bave 
been, in alh ages under the,; protection of 
mankind whole riches, originally conſiſted 
in the number and extent of their flocks and 
e to proceed—A. farther proof, 
E 2 and 
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world. Thoſe ereatures, WE Knbw, Whith 


Others, ich, on account off more fe- 
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acid. example of God's wiſdom; in the 
creation} appears in that uniform-knd-uti- 
verſal deſire among the creatures of — 
gating their ſpecies, and; as it were, perporuu- 
ting therhſclves in their poſterity, Here it is 
obſetvable that every diſlinct ſort of creature 


perceives the greateſt beauty, or finds 3he 


ſtrongeſt attractions in thoſe of their own 
kind; by which means, the ſeveral ſpectis 
that were originally formed, are ſtilł pue- 
ſerved, untl undoubtedly will be; to the ec 
of time. Tlis natu raſty laads us to mother 


moſt conſpicuous inſtance of the wiſdom of 


God; nantety; the tenderneſd ard affedtion 
he has endowed the pareftt with töwards Ts 


offopring proportioned to the ImbeeWity and 
wealkeneſe with which it is 'btbaght im che 


-by their natural force, and Forks; ate öneft 
able te ſupply and take Cute öf Mee, 
Are leſs fondly regarded, and ſoewelk Wb. 
falten by hefe chat brought! them Forth. 


ple and tender fabric, continue long in a 
helpleſs ebndliten, have” that defect thoti- 


er ſupplied by the long and tender cute 
of 


n H. On the Wiſdom of Gn. 53 
of affeQionate parents z to whom the cries 
of their young ones give great anxiety and 
| Pain, and are the ſtrongeſt motives. in the 

world, to render them active and induſtri- 
| ous, for the affiltance and relief of thoſe 
with whom by nature * feel fl bop, 


0 ee connected. IL 
W. TROUT. this parental inſtinck, mul 
ons of creatures muſt inevitably peiith, 
without any degree af enjoyment, and in- 
Foal york; itſelf, with regard to. all the 
more, conſiderable, part of its is jnhabjoans 
muſt be extinct with the ſirſt generation; 
which we. ſeg thus happily prevented by 
this wiſe ee of Are Gad. 

1 may 6 world 
would have.done as well, or the end;of the 
creation might have, heen, as effectually an- 
 Grered, by one ſet of individuals originally 
created at once, and continued on to the epd 
of time, vrithout any ſuceeſſors; eſpecially 
as men would hereby avoid all that pain, and 


anxiety, that care and concern, which they ® 


= for choſe that are to come after them 
E - and 
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and conſequently their faculties, thei 
thoughts, and affections, would de e 
free and diſengaged, and better enable them 
to prepare for a more perfect ſtate of 'exiſt- 
ance in another world. —But this will a ap os 
to be a very great error in Judgment, if we 
conſider, that according to that ſtate : and 
diſpoſition of things which now takes place, 
happineſs and enjoyment are communicated 
to an infinitely greater number of individu- 
als, than they poſſibly could be upon the 
forementioned ſuppoſition. Probably this 
world could” not ſupport” at once, a thou- 
ſahdth' part of the inhabitants that Haye al- 
ready lived, and are hereafter to live in * 
and e hart their re ſpective ſhares of its en- 
joyments. Beſides that, the method of ſuc- 
ceſſive generations is evidently calculated to 
increaſe the happineſs' of its preſent poſſeſ- 
ſors, as it creates a great variety of agree- 
able and endearing relations, and thereby 
furniſhes occafions for the exerciſe'of the 
moſt tender and "delightful affections, for 
friendly offices and grateful returns, ed 
which ariſe ſome of the higheſt and moſt 
exquiſite enjoyments of life. And upon ma- 
8 F ture 
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jection it ma; perhaps A. that 
— © continuance in this world is beſt 
. OPOT ed. to that degree of ſatisfac- 

ches we are formed to receive from 
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2 — to pro oceed- een we e the. 
wiſdom of God as diſplayed in the forma- 
ion of man, the nobleſt of all terreſtrial 


beings, we find here ſufficient matter to em- 
ploy all the power of thought and admira- 


tion, with which we are p * 
appears to be formed for moral and intel- 
lectual exer ciſes and improvements for the 
—.— res of — and e 6 con- 


— for. all thoſe 73 
offices in ſociety, that tend to public hap- 
pineſs. And how wiſcly the human facul- 
ties are calculated to anſwer all theſe various 
purpoſes, all men may, in ſome meaſure 
jodge. If we look around us, we may all 
ſee,” that the forementioned deſigns, have 


e are executed by our fellow-crea- 
E 4 | tures, 


einn 


commendation and apphauſe -W giant 


and ingenious pieces of the ſtatuaty and tie 
painter! what exquiſite” and melodi 


human invention, that — ſuch 


made into all the human faculties and pow 


have been compiled of the ſeveral ages and 
nations of this terraqueous globe ! what 


the appearances in the heavenly regions "of | 
the motions and ſituatibns of thoſe glorid 
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fures, in a manner that deſe ves our high 


and noble and wiſe deſigns have'we' 
compliſhed by men! what grand and 
ficent ſtructures have been raiſed, what be: 
tiful and lively repreſentations of the works 
of God have been exhibited in the curious 


ſounds are produced from 1 Autre at 


rapturous elevations as are not to be e. 
preſſed! what deep reſrarches have been 
& 


ers! what laborious and accurate accburits 


learned and ſucceſsful enquiries into the na. 
ture of its various parts, or ſubject n | 
of which it is compoſed! what elaborate 
and large explications have been given of 


orbs of light, which we there —— 
tive courſes, by the all- wiſe direction, and 
| | al. 


bn. . On —— 


each other; by which.a variety of @nod 
things, of mutual benefits, and diſcoveries 
bave been cornmumicated and received, and 
the general welfare and ſatisfaction greatly 
| advanced. gong eee 3 


— kind-of — 
ure amazingly: great and extenſive. But 
— ae ee g muſt he be poſſeſſed 
| —— him 88 Ser importint:dif- 


 Eoveries;; ſuch large acquiſitions of know- 
ledge, undoof uſefulneſs, ſuch perpetual funds 
of enjoyment and delight !—O the depth 
of the riches both of the wiſdom and know- 

1 of God If we juſtly admire che 


works 


pense — wah we'r 
template that being who create 

of whom man, with all his higheſt attains 
ments, is but a very imperfect and low re- 
ſemblance; as appears moſt evidently from 
comparing the works of nature with thoſe | 
of art. One objection that has been raiſed 
againſt the wiſdom of God, is, ls that God 
has not formed all men wich loch 
and powers, as have been h 
that the world abounds with fo6ls-and than. 
men, that are really and literally ſuch, w 
are even more deſtitute of reaſon and a 
ſtanding than the brutes. But to this it 
may be anſwered, that ſome creatures ſnould 
be formed exactly in the human ſhape, who 
are yet void of the human faculties, will not 
invalidate or weaken any thing that has been 
here aſſerted: on the contrary, it is certain 
that a general good uſe and advantage may 
be made hereof. For inſtance, ſuch exam- 
ples will naturally teach us the ineſtimable 
value of thoſe faculties —_—_ they want, 
and 


aud which” e Pofſeſz, and conſequently. 
what folly and ingratitudde we ſhould: be 
guilty of, in"abufing or e the im- 
provement of thoſe powers, by which we 
are made capable of ſuch amazing diſtinc- 
tion, and fuch ſablime- enjoyments.* And 
this poſibly” was the deſign of God; in 
permittivg, © and appointin g ſuch objects. 
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TuE Be way of reaſoning may ſag- 
geſt a proper infwer to other objections that 
have been raiſed againſt the divine wiſdom 
in the creation. —It has been ſaid, we know, 
i That it does not ſeem to conſiſt with the 
wiſdom of which we have been ſpeaking, 
that there ſhould be ſuch vaſt and wild de- 
ſerts, ſuch craggy rocks, and barren moun- 
tains upon the face of the earth, that do 
not ſeem to contribute any ſhare towards 
the' public good, either by their beauty or 
utility. — In anſwer to which, as well as 
to every objection of a like kind, it ſhould 
be conſidered, that as oppoſites are illuſtra. 
ted and ſtrengthened by each other; ſo the 
moſt cultivated, the moſt: pleaſant, and de- 
R ſpots,” and tracts of the earth, are 

| greatly 


66 Or my Wiſdom o 9 dos Senn. K | 
greatly heightened, and | improved by con- 
traſting them with e and wilds, that 
ſeem to have nothing to recommend them 
to our -qurioſity or eſteetg. So that out ha- 
bitations, and thoſe of the reſt. of man- 
kind, ats rendered much more agreeable 
and : delightful. to us all, by cont ting 
thoſe other parts, which we are apt to con- 


fider as deformities in the creation; that 
inſtead of having our refidence in a how- 
ling wilderneſs, we are bleſt with commo- 
dious: places of ret, refreſhment, and des 
fence, ſurrounded with fruitful gardens and 
fields, that furniſh. us, in vaſt abundance. 
not: only with the neceſſaries, but the con- 
veniencies of life. But let me add, that in 
all prabability, there are very great and i im- 
portant ends to be anſwered by many things 
in. nature, which may ſeem to our imper- 
feet view to be entirely uſeleſs, or even pre- 
judicial and hurtful. This may very rea- 
ſonably be preſumed from the infinite va- 
riety of things Which we can clearly ſee to 


be connected with the public good: from 
hence, I fay, it is a fair preſumption that 
other things have the ſame tendency, tho 


we 


Seri II. Oh the Nun mo Gov. 6 

we ſhonld- not be abie to dieover ir. Jul 

1% We ſeit, in the courſe vf "God's provi- 

ende) many ing“ product conſequences 

quite the reverſe of thoſe whith'we'e 

pre eee parts of nature, "which 
to us moſk Obnoxicus wo Ge 


fare 0 reproach, may be g neteſſary 
parts in the wiſe chem of cr&ition 48 


daun lite. — Let os therefore rathier 
| , "P40" 8 1 and ftandings: . 
ä der de difpeten ce 
find fast With (tem: iuRuely above out 
capacity to alter far ehe better, and"whiph 
ve enn but very imperfectiy comprehen dai 
'This' way bf reuſoning them as it appeurs 
16h vety zuſtly founded, ſo? it may ferve = 
as u ſuffieleſſt anſwer to all te cavils and 
 hjeGions- that hive,” bfr ey be ralſed 
ugzinſt dhe wiſdom that ſhines ſo conſpi- 
eudaſly in dhe works of creation. Let us 
neot⸗ pracseck t0 confiher wharis the proper 
improvemem to be made of this ſubject. 
And here the firſt inference that ſeems 
te offer itſelf is, chat that God whoſe wi 
dom formed the glorious and amaaing 
ante of u. world, with all its inhabitants, 


is 


Be dua oft Serials ne 
Want and Preſervation of it. — That God 
un ly. underſtand the nature and 
conſequences, gf his own, works, cannot, 
with the leaſt ſhadow of xeaſon, be deni: 
eas, nor can he be ignorant of an of thoſe 
methods Which are requiſite, to, preſerve it. 
in that beauty, onder and harmony, i 
hol: or iginally: intended. Andi that the 
1 world; is thus pre: ve | by the, lame, wiſdom 
that firſt (created it, we have the higheſt 
reaſon 40, ſuppoſe, from the, conſtant and 
regular; ſucceſſion;of day andi night.; from 
theiſeveral ſnaſons: of the year, that follow 
each other ini a eady;and invariable courſe; 
from the riſipg and ſucceeding generation: 
of men, andi of inferiour animals, agcards 
ing to their geſpectiye kinds q and, from. the 
inmumetahlecand ſeaſonabie pro 
chis earth, by which dhe inhabitants of cit 
are ſo fully. cxiployed;) ſo agrerabiy enter 
tained; and ſorichly ſupplied. But indead 
the viſe t providence off very evidently 
extends not only to thoſe things that fall 
in a e, courſe and ſucgeſſion but even 


40.1 thoſe other things that ſeem to us: the 
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fattheſt removed from) ity. hat is, te all the 
great changes and reyglutions.! of ſtates ant 
kingdoms, and rom thanectis carries dev 
the, partieplar, and qitigctiafftirs aD in- 
texelts of; every, .mjnggey individuell de the 
creation.,:,,All.the works, of God: fm the 
foundation of the world. weh ger ſectiy 
known to him; he knows what is neceſſary 
for, the diſtinct ſuppogt, and. isn perfertly 
acquainted, Wich ,all., their different ſprings 
a mption ad, action 3,and-; conſequently 
muſt, ſee. ig zone perfeQ:(and, all mpfer 
. — via the v, variong events. ariſing 
from, ;qhoſe motives: and what albo their 
combinations, A elisoggu ond, cen 
Will produce. d ho Agnofl 10k : gniob 
Heim bat livs att ban nden had 
ANR inference is,:that;Ged) js the 
only; object of our kigheſt confiqence and 
truſt His wiſdom alone is capable gf | giv- 
ing us the moſt perfect directions, O ex- 
icatingaus out of fall the difficulties in 
which we can poſſibly be involved, and of 
raiſing us to all that perfection of enjoy- 
ment for which we were en formed. 
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that this world Vier he pebewge and 
a aud endet a — 2 
the plalinit, The n let he 
* earth: rejoice, let the multitude of ifles 
bs glad thereof?” - 2& do ai ban 
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Lr us TRIO alfo'from hence? t 
ind folly render us moſt unlike tothe great 
God and Father "of me world; and conſt- 
quently nne if 'proteation” aid 
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— — thi Aespicg of 
ur ſouls te him ought t be in well 
n for though God be gracisus tb the 
unthankful and the evil, and mercifully 
provides Tor them, yet jt bs: al? neceſſary 
according to hib wiſg governmetit' of the 
world, chat all men ſhould fare: upon the 
whole, according to their reſpeckive cha- 
racters, or e ee euer and uſeful- 
neſs in che world. en de PLA 
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1 is, 


Tus | is facts 4 a government, as 
avife man would deſire, and approve, and 
rejoice 


Serm. On tbe Wiſdom of Go D. 65 
N to be under, and ſuch a govern- 
ment as the all- wiſe God will eternally 
ſupport and defend. To him therefore be 
glory and majeſty, dominion and Fra, , 
world without end. Amen. 
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G. hgh, and in bin it o darineſz at al 


＋ \HE 8 character, as it is the moſt 
"4 intereſting, and important of all ſub- 
jects, can never be ſufficiently contemplat- 
ed. 1. is indeed the ſource and fountain of 
every thing that is great and good, amiable 
and excellent . in the creation ; which the 
more we ſtudy and examine, the more we 
ſhall admire and adore. — From hence all 
the principles of true religion are derived ; 

to the reſemblance of the divine character 
all its practices tend; and in the divine en- 
| . 1 jeyment 


5 


. N 6 Sy "ZIP 
8 0 the Hormony f Betta, ut 

* are contained all its higheſt and no- 
bleſt rewards. 


n erpteio adè wiſe a Ave 


tle in the text is ſtrong and beautiful, and 
was .andoubtedly intended to convey, very 
uſeful and important inſtruction to mankind. 
And as it is our duty to increaſe in the know- 
ledge of God; as there is room for infinite 
improveme Okefolh z Endet ei sep High- 
eſt felicity is moſt nearly connected with 
ſuch improvement j vH Hοuld frequently 


take occaſion to enter ſeriouſly into this ſub- 
ject, and fim "to Yeſire to lend more 
of that God who is perfect light, without 
the lealt mixture of obſcurity, darkneſs, Per- 
plexity, or confulion. of any kind; and in 
whom all is licht and truth, harmony and 
beauty, purityand love.—In diſcourſing from 
"thele words, I ſhall attempt to illi a, and 
explain them according to the ſcripture” uſe 
of them, and according to their common 
uſe and acceptation. Wk Oe 
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a 775 therefore, | in this dis may be 
conſidered as referrin) z. 
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. God my: 8 ſtiled debe 4 ard to 
1 Kknowledg e and wiſdom... Nor, can any 
thiog | be more Juſtly. entitled to this appella- 
80 Fot light, in its original and material 
ſe is that which diſcovers all vilible 
5 5 Ml the bodily, eye ; and intelleQual 
light is that which, difcovers all intelligible 
ſübjects to the mental eye or underſtanding s 
The entrance of thy word, fays the ple tf 

miſt, giveth light; it giveth underſtanding 

to the ſimple. *.—And in common ule, light 
and knowledge on the one hand, and Jark- 

neſs and ignorance on the other, are gene- 

rally taken for ſynonymous terms. — But 
more eſpecially. may, the divine knowledge 

be ſtiled light, on account of its all . 
Flalim ole. 130. 1 


1 ting power. In this regard ris Fo bis | 
ſun is but a very — and defective em- 

blem of his knowledge whom nothing can 
eſcape, to whom the darkneſs and the light 
are both alike, and the night ſhineth as, the - 
day. He who is every where preſent, and 
from whom the darkneſs hideth not, muſt 
be perfect light and knowledge, without the 
leaſt poflible defect. He who is the foun- 
tain of all knowledge, and father of lights, 
' who hath inſpired. men and. angels With all 
the intellectual powers which they poſſeſs, 

who hath formed innumerable worlds with 
all their various inhabitants, and ſupports 
that orderand connexion through the whole, 
which is neceſſary to its preſervation and 
continuance ; certainly he cannot. Want or 
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"Ie ſhort, he ws} is iche ai bo up- 
bolder of all things, muſt be fully and per- 
fectly acquainted with all the powers, and 
Properties, and connexions, and dependen- 
cies of all things, and all the conſequences 
that flow from them : that is, in other 
words, he muſt 3 have one clear 

3 Z and 


2 exiſted; or that do, 0 or ever ſhall 5 
exiſt, throughout the [endleſs ages of eter- - 
nity. tho 4A bas ow. dt ewe 
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of God, in the latitude 


mit the o mn 


———— 
for inſtance the free actions of men. For, 
ſay they, if God ſoreknew all. our aQions,. 
then thoſe acti could not be free; and 
if ye are not free in our conduct, we ought. 
om juſtice and reaſon to be accountab 
for ita but as we are accountable, our ac- 
tions muſt per And! PP ea not 
forekno wn. ber n tits 
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To which it may r red, that t 
freedom which makes us accountable, is a 
freedom from vat, alfion, 

from our own internal motives The mind 
of man, as far ; aa capable of under 
ſtanding its operations, appears to act by 
motives, and not without nem. Nor is it 
44 N 4 at 


Turxæ are. ſorge indeed, who do not ad- 


apy. extent in v Which ät ig here aſſerted: par- 
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of religion or muth, that Gd ſheubd have 
a cheur und perfect knowiedpe” of all die 
motives, by which we, and all other out 

fellow creatures ſhall govern, and direct our- 
ſelves upoh every. oec. Nor: does ſuch 
krowledge' doſttoy our freedom any more 
tham our -owits confciouſneſs of ah e do 
ourſetves; deſtroys itt has been obſerved 
by way of üluſtration upon this ſubhect, wat 
vye dur ſelres cùn free ſdteſee: WIA 
degret of probability, vety near to abſddute 
certainty;;how'fonie particular peorforis will 
ast upon (one: vecafions—Ant if us ur 
capable f this, with fegard to chatactere, 
whictv at the: beſt, WE do bur very imper⸗ 
fetly know; ſurely that Gd NHD knows 
all men infinitely better than they kHeꝛ 

themſelves, cannot be miſtaken in the judg- 
ment whick he forms of their future cbn- 
duct; but muſt be abſolutely ſure and cer - 
tain how they will act at all times, and upon 
all occaſions that ſhall ariſo. And indeed 
without this knowledge we could not fup- 
poſe the great governor of the world equal 
8 the execution * that government v which 


PS: e — 
could not ot Cappolo him capable of governing 
—— For herein the imporfection and 
inſufficiency? of a}þ earthly governours moſt, 
viſtbly and perfectly appears;. viz. In their 
want of ſoreſight with regard to future: 
events. Frbm hence it is / that they ave ſo 
frequentlydifconcerted in their counſels, and / 
obliged to change them Foreſight being 
an eſſential part of wiſdom; all governments 
muſt be fluctuating and doſective, in pro- 
portion to the n which that. ig 
_ tf TH 17 57 — a vil * 14419 8. fi 

19090. Haualaic!! 1809 9 S Ave! Am 4 pf 17 
3 therefore, as God's go 
vernment is perfect, —infinitely wiſe, and 
ſovereignly good, ſo his foreſight Vith re>; 
gard to all future events, muſt PO 
perfect, and Las all defects. 
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„IN . .we bel and know _ 
we are free; or that the motives, views and 
deſigns, upon which we act, are ſtrictly and: 
er. our oN/n: nor are they the leſs ſo, 
N account of their connected tendency to 
promote, and accompliſh the ſuperior de- 
ſigns of W e eee all know that 
we freely, and without compulſion, purſue 
what we peel judge to be for our 
chief good and happineſs; and that we have 
a power of purſuing it in a different man- 
ner; becauſe We actually do exert that 
power, ' whenever the object appears to us 
in a different light.— In ſhort, we Fa 
that we have a power of thinking, in order 
to diſcover where our happineſs: lies, and of 
purſuing it when ſo nnn 
that which conſtitutes our fr and 
mukes us moral agents, or ft ſubjects of 
God's moral * bis rst 


A the next Flaces it i is 1 that God 
forcknows becauſe he has frequently pre- 
dicted thoſe events which proceed from the 
freeſt actions of men. This is abundantly F 

vented in Joſeph's 2 dreams with 
| regard 


Ati a o the futyr re ſituation of himſelf and 
His family ; ; and many other propheſies $ = 
th Old Teſtament, that refer to our Sayi- 
our; as alſo Chriſt's own ' propheſies of” the 
Len which he and his diſciples were 
meet with in the world; the deuten 
of a en; and the ſucceedi ig | ſtate of 
the chriſtian church u pon earth. * rom 
hence then it eridenidy follows that "the the 
fore-Kflowledge of God does by no means 
interfere with | uman freedom ; and that the 
divine omniſcience is "really as extenſiye as 
it has been Juſt repreſented ; and includes 
every thing, in the moſt, perfect and com- 
5 2 eaſe, EY: ee i Jo. 
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3 We "may infer from hence that che 
providence of God is well and wiſely con- 
ducted in A all things; ; that our times, and 
all our affairs, and indeed the affairs of the 
whole world, ate in the beſt and ableſt 
W to de 2 of in the beſt and 
moſt | 


7 22 even thoſe that Fe nM pain ful anc 
diftreſſi iog. f do dot mean a, to W 7 
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directly | contrary. t \to.; 9 human 125 — ny 
Nas of God, bur GR 
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faith. ar patien 4. to e 
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we, naturally may, and ought to conſider 
that God knows beſt what is requiſite. for 
every one of us reſpectively in our ſeveral 
Nations and characters; either to, humble 
our; pride, or to render us more ſerious and 
thoughtful; or to diſengage. our. affections 
more from the preſent world, by ſhowing 
vs, how liable we are to be diſappointed in 
our temporal views and expectations; and 
thereby attachin g us more cloſely to bim- 
ſelf, in whoſe favour alone we Can be hap- 
py. What it is neceſſary for any of us to 
| ſoffer ir in this world! in order to our ſupreme 
pi — 
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2 cit no yo gt: hut God "Kilows ; 
ar and to 1 . we. oug it. to reſer ouſelyes as 
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1 B l appear ts have been mot wiſely 
Ca Saat to anſwer the an molt exten- 
ve "purpoſes | that can be conceivetl. Of 
this de an de an mot Fully convinced, 
When .we atrive at chat World of perfect 
Aight and knowledge, \ ich open a tight 
and worthy behaviour here, we habe "the 


n reaſon to hope for and expblh, fi 
an everlaſting habitation. J Few 
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Ane TER i that mould be made orf 
the forementioned doctrine ie—2dly. "That 
it ought to deter men from all ſecret and 
5 concealed practices of vice and wiekedneſb, 
and eyen from all unjuſtifiable thoughts and 
deſigns. All thoſe WhO ſincerely believe, 
and ſeriouſly conſider that God is Every 
where preſent, will not only be reſtrained | 
hereby from all ſecret practices Which, 
they cannot publicly juſtify, but alſo will 
"ſeaſonably check thenletves' in 41 'vain and 
"fooliſh Nen and 'cautiotifly* Aabſtain 
from every thing that" would render them 

less 


78 mot 
leſs 1 to him who i is che 4 per- 
fect Judge . of characters, and whoſe ap- 
probation i is of the higheſt. importance, and 
whoſe - diſpleaſure, muſt and will, ſooder 
or. later have its full effect, in the total 

. confuſion and deſtruction of vice and wick- 
edneſs, with all thoſe that continue to 
countenance, fi upport, or practice it But, 
let it be added, that a ſenſe of the all-ſeeing 
eye of God, is not only a terror to the 
wicked, but a very great ſupport and encou- 
ragement to all the virtuous and worthy 
part of mankind; who are from hence af- 
ſured that all their pious, juſt, and bene- 
volent deſigns, are properly regarded by 
the ſupreme and univerſal Judge, and ſhall 
be fully and amply. rewarded.— All thoſe 
that fincerely wiſh impartial juſtice to take 
place, and goodneſs to prevail, cannot but 
rejoice: in the proſpect of ſuch an event, 
and be more firmly eſtabliſhed hereby i in 
N e ; 


4 N A THIRD a 01 the forementioned 
doctrine i is, to cut off all excuſe. from thoſe 
that would juſtify themſelves i in their vices, 


by 
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by ſaying that they can act no -otherwile 
chan they do; their actions being all fore- 
| Known by God, and conſequently abſo: 
lutely certain. This excuſe I ſay is evi- 
duentiy ſet aſide by what has been already 
obſerved, and proved, that God's fore 
knowledge does not at all interfere; with 
human liberty; and indeed that it has no- 
thing at all to do either for, or againſt it. 
This therefore is a meer excuſe. . For 
every one finds in himſelf a power of do- 
ing, or leaving undone whatever is propo- 
ſed to him, or lies before him for his choice. 
But what ſigniſies a natural power to di 
any thing, when the inclination determines 
the quite oontrary way? I anſwer, it is 
our duty and intereſt in many caſes, to op- 
< poſe our preſent inclinations, and to act di- 
rectly contrary to them; and this is in fact 
eee _ by * 3 true wil- 


"ſs N all adi da hot act the ſhone 
part, as often as is requiſite, is, becauſe 
they will not give themſelves the liberty to 
| "ak: ſeriouſly on the nature and conſe- 
quence ** conduct. eee | 
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we will not conſider them, in order to give | 
thetm their proper weight and effect, the 
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lineſs of the divine character: by which is 
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ſons ble ang intelligent creatures. In heayen, 
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approveirr To. juſtify; this application. of the 
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it ſhould. be obſexred hat thoſe who, form, 
eye gping and bebazjour upon the laws 
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E of God, and the purity and righ- 
teouſneſs, the equity and goodneſs s of thoſe. 
laws by which it is ſupported, more: eſpeci- 
ally as they ate recorded in the goſpel. The, 
efficacy of -which, conſidered as a ſyſtem 
of Laws, is compared to the day ſpring, or 
morning ligbt, to the day ſtar, and to the 
ſun, not ſo much on account of the new. 
information it conveys, as by reaſon of that 
purity and righteouſneſs it recommends z 
and by which the human character is moſt 
eminently :brightened, illuminated, and a- 
dotned and raiſed to an higher reſemblance 
tothe divine,” Mhich is all purity and licht. 
I. is in this reſpect that we are made Capar 
ble of re mbling God, in a much higher- 
degree, than it is poſſible for us to reſemble 
him in point of knowledge,,; For our æno- 
ledge will always have very great mixtures, 
of ignorance and darkneſs with it; but if, 
8 ere to thoſe laws hiche 


ang be de, to 570 perfe@tion, as; : 
to. he totally diſengaged from every mixture, 
of impurity and vice, which. though We 


cannot perfectly attain here, it is our indiſ- 
10 G 2 . penſable 


rab d. TRE and our trueſt wheres ak 
pire after, and preſs towards. And this in- 
deed is the proper improvement to be made 
of the ſubject now before' us, The purity 
of God : which we may -confider as one 
the immoveable pillars or foundations of his 
happineſs; or, perhaps 'more properly, as 
one of 'the inerhauſtible N from 
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ment to any rational being; chan a conſoious' 
apptobation of thoſe laws, chat have the 
plaineſt and the ſtrongeſt tendency to ſup- 
port the order and harmony of the moral 
world; and to make all che inhabitants of 
heaven and earth, inconceivably happy? 
This is the certain and indiſputable tendeney 
of all the laws of righteouſnęſs and truth 
As this therefore is the character of the great 
and adorable God; what higher motive can 
we poſſibly have to cultivate and imprbve/ 
this temper and diſpoſition in all our Hearts; 
to direct our thoughts and attention t Be- 
hold che beauty and excelleney, and pon” 
E der Me Happy confequentes of all the du 
Pe of 


Bret «ne heartly: th" love wich thoſe | 
things which are amiable beyond deſcrip- 
tlop;—It is a pleaſant and delightful thing 
to behold the light and glory of the fun, 
which, by God's appointment, ſo richly dif- 
—— beams upon the earth and 
its inhabitants. But it furniſhes a ſtill more 
rational, and nobler entertainment to the 
human mind to contemplate the ſuperior 
brightneſs, and tranſcendent glory of the 
divine moral character, originally diſplayed 
in the laws which he: has written on aur 
hearts, and reflected with great beauty and 
variety from all thoſe characters among 
our fellow - creatures, where the likeneſs of 
God is ſeen. We are as naturally formed to 
receive pleaſure from ſuch a ER. 
as from any of the beautics of the r 
world, and the more we i — ide 
by ſuryeying the moral excellencies of the 
divine character, the more ſhall we increaſe 
the moral FORE) beauty of God's | crea- 
tion, by acquiring and confirming thoſe 
Li * of mind in which 
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ment won ——— fell, Fa indeed 
in many caſes will totally: deſtroy it; The 
ſame is true with regard to all enjoymenis 
that interfere with. thoſe of our fellow - cr ea- 
tures: and, let me add, all thoſe: preſent 
enjoyments that tend to deſtroy, or leſſen 
our on future welfare, muſt likewiſe ſuf- 
fer great diminution and abatement from 
ſuch a conſideration. Thoſe therefore that 
are the moſt ſolid and ſatisfactory, muſt be 
ſuch as are quite conſiſtent with our duty to 
God, our relations to mankind, and with juſt 
and rational views to our future well being, 
in this life and the next. And in order to 
this, they muſt be entirely governed and re- 
gulated by thoſe laws, which gory Leg hey 
-righteouſneſs of God has given 
beſt iredtion,—Upon this foundati 
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tenance in holy writ, generally ſignifies his 
vourable and kind regard; and à ſenſe of 
it is ad to produce gladneſe as its natutal 
effect. Thus it is laid that they that know 


of joy*: and git, ilch 
— ae of 43 2 ip glad | | 
fight in heart Wren eee or goo. 
neſs me is tridoubredly « 4 moſt 
"delightful theme,  confidered as 
great ofa principle from which all ap- 
s rk ora ome -its propet fountain : 
0 contemplate the wide extent and infi- 
nltely various ways, in which it is exerte 
aud diſplayed, wil certainly be the happy 
work and employment of an endleſs eter 
nity; as no time can be ſufficient to give us 
4 full and perfect view of a ſubje& fo large, 
unbounded and everlaſting. We ſee, indeed, 
enough of it at pr reſent to fill our hearts with 
the higheſt dition; but from what we 


nitely beyond us. Were we to confine | our 
attention entirely. to our own perſonal expe- 
rience of the divine g ood! 
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do ſee, we can ealily conceive, and do very 
naturally infer that the extent of it is inſi- | 


80⁰ eſs: even in this 
contracted view of it, it would appear very 
feat. Here every man may ſay with the 
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ratively repreſenting the divine benevolence, 


und that is the freedom with which this 
Princip le exerts "felt" The bounty of 
God flows as freely as the light upon all 
| thoſe objects that are rightly fituated, qua- 
lified and diſpoſed to receive it: and in this 
tegard it may be moſt juſtly ſaid, that the 
Lord God'is a fun as well as a wield, who 
* give grace and glory, and will with- 
hold no good from them that walk upri ight- 
ly. God'is indeed good to all his creatures; 
kind and gracious to the unthankful, and 
the evil; but theſe are by no means F 
ied to receive the brighter, and more glo- 
rious ematations of the divine countenance, 


when they are employed 
in | commupluting the adorably great, and 
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males of the.fubject; in this via wf it, is td 
conſider how we may make the proper ac- 
knowledgements for thoſe.innumerabſe fa- 
yours which we haye already received of 
God; and how we may, moſt. effectually 
qualify ourſclyes to. receive th | 
munications of the divine bounty and love. | 
And ſurely we are under the higheſt obli- 
gations not only to pay him our daily and | 
conſtant addreſſes of praiſe and thy 


his honor and glory among men; to confir 


and improve the principles of. gratitude to 


our great benefactor in our own hearts, 


hole of our fellow. creatures. This will lay 
2 proper foundation for impre Ovement in all 


thoſe virtuous s and uſeful, and 1 158 
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enjoyment of God, of which they that * 
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ouſneſs of his uniting ig the views. af the 


CVEr= 


— 1ſtrutner 
hands; but 2 — — 


1y;/and heartily; and chearfully purſues the 
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as farabove theſe of men as the hehvens 
their cornpaſb and extent. And if we were 
nere to ſuppbſe ten chouſand orids, ech 
of them as large, and as fully inhabited as 
this vyhereon we dwell, it would probably 
bear but a mall -proportion' to the whole 
creation; the bounds of which ure"tothly 
beyond our view and contemplation, which 
+ All eontinublly ſutject t the inſpection, 
controul, und eounſels of almiglity Gol, 
and ſupported and preſerded 15 it proper v. 
der, by his conſtant cure and :providerict. 
what an inconceivable number of .crexturds 
Nee are re provided for | what an infinite variety of 
pineſs and” enjoytnentiaiuſt Trebeftirily 
be poufed forth from che fountain of ail 
good, on ſuch a wide extended ſcene of ac- 
tion, and ſuch an "amizing n 1 umber of re 
ceivers But this proſpect A bopeverf ane 
and contracted with regard to the une 
creation of God, is yet indonoeivably too 
great for our comprehenſion and capacity to 
take a tolerable account of.— Vea even this 
eirch, the habitation of man, and other 
| inferior 


e 
inſarier animals, which is but as it were a 
paint in the creation, yet when we conſider 


the extent, and duration of it; what an in- 


finite number and variety of creatures have 


thoughts and counſels, and cares of men in 
compariſon with this But to proceed. 
II wo diſtinctly conſider the extent of the 
divine counſels; in. point af time, or dura- 


tion, it will greatly add to our idea of their 


one generation paſſeth away, and another 


cometh; but the counſels of God ſtand for 


generations. His views muſt undoubtedly 
have extended through all paſt time, and 


all that is to come; otherwiſe his own works 


cordingly we find in holy writ that the freeſt 
actions of men, were foreſeen and foretold 
many hundred years before they were done: 
particularly with regard to the treatment 
which our Saviour met with upon earth. 
yg | "TT 3 SQ 


lived and do live upon it; and are ſupported 
every moment of their exiſtence by the po]-ͤ 
er and providence of God what are the 


ever, and the thoughts of his heart to all 


would be extremely defective and imper- 


„ „ e eee 


102 „ Mens inadequate = Setm. IV. 
So that we Na the higheſt reaſon to ſup- 
poſe that the providence of God extends to 
all his creatures, and all their actions, in all 
places, and in all ages, to bring the greateſt 
poſſible good out of the univerſal ſyſtem. 
Certainly then no leſs than infinite: wiſdom, 
and almighty power are ſufficient to carry 
ſuch a ſcheme as this into execution; to ſup- 
port ſuch a number, and variety of beings 
in life, and action, according to their varis 
ous faculties and powers; and to make pro- 
viſion for all the infinite variety of caſes, and 
appearances that ſhall happen, ſo as to make 
them all ſubſer vient to the public and uni- 
verſal good. Such knowledge is too won- 
derful for us; too high for us to attain to 
any conceptions of it, 155 eh as: en 
een and coutaled.. dr Shag; owe 


1s woked ee 9 
vernor upon earth, preſiding over a large ſo- 
ciety, conſiſting of many millions of indi- 
viduals, who held the reins of government 
with ſuch wiſdom and counſel, as that whilſt 
each was purſuing his own ſeparate; ſchemes, 
and inclinations, * ond upon the whole, 


pro- 


poſſibly 8 aach a — —w f 


ſhould;jufily eſteem him a miracle of a man: 
ſuth a miracle indeed,” as has never appeared 


: Jena rn ever will—In 
the heathens, many i 


antient times, among 
— ad made objccts of reli 
worſhip, who have fallen incompara- 
dh bar el the character of ſuch a gover- 
nor as this : which yet, — it 


2 hols: e great a 
ord ; w ſubjects being infu 
numerous, 0 ment more laſting, 
requires infinitely greater eee bring 
matters to the | 
being in heaven or earth capable of -x 


painer, P 
agree upon — 2 — 


caſt be acknowledged full-inGoitely ſhort: 
univerſal 
N :ly more 


beſt ĩſſue. Where is theres N 


ciling ſuch a variety of different, and ac- 
cording to nk ſhort views of men, - incom- 
n intereſts, as we ſee purſued in this 

—iches,-. honours, pleaſures, and 


. e 


104 On'Meits mung er 5 
10 are in this imperfect, n eee 
appears ulſo that the princes 'and-governors 
_ of the earth, are as much at variance among 
themſelves about theſe things, as their ſuh- 
dency of theſe things, in the final iſſue and 
0 of all. We indeed, by the help of 
t reaſon and revelation which God: has 
given us, can clearly difcern in general, that 
ſuch a tate of differing intereſts and diſpo- 
ſitions, as is the preſent life, lays a founda- 
tion forthe exetoiſe df innumerable virtues, 
which viewed in another light, e ſhould 
n eee diminutions to our 
welfare — But we . 
into the particulars of the human conduct, 
in the many dark and gloomy; the ſhock. 
ing and bloody ſoenes around us, we find 
ourſelves utterly incapable of - tracing up 
theſe things in their rendincinis the grand 
governtnent of the world. In this regard. 
it may bo truly ſaid that his judgmeritsaire 


aut ln 


N. conceptions of the Deity, 169 
aaa by our reli- 
gion to believe, and reaſon ſtrongly confirms 
its voice, mn en mann 
| — — — — — 
of Gods counſels may be better illuſtrated, 
and their — 10 dhe 22 nad 
ſeverally attended. I enter not here into a 
particular detail of the actions of mankind; 
that would be nee ere e 


lid. Where che 'wiſeſt men b been 
conſulted, and where a multitude of extet · 
nal circumſtances have appeared to favour 
e 4s CR ſeen theſs 


wit; and. a edn bo rhe TY 
0 te a ons of men. 245 Seri TREAT) 000 


© men, for x inane, egen 


contin in all its: ſeveral bare ts de- 
ment, contains innumerable and Wan 
able proofs that the ways and thoughts of 
Jod are not as thoſe of men, but as far ſu- 
perior to them, as the heavens are higher 
than the earth. How little did: the brethren 
of Joſeph imagine that they ſhould be ſo 
greatly diſappointed in their revenge upon 
him, when they ſold him for a ſlave; and 
that this would be a means of raiſing him 
to the greateſt honor, authority, and wealth! 
and ſtill much leſs could they think that 


Serm. IV. conceptions of - the Deity. toy 
this very diſappointment would be a means 
of their o preſervation; of the ſupport 


and increaſe of their family; till they ſhould | 
become a large and powerful nation. But 


all this wWe find was cen. and brought 
about by the wiſe providence of God, by 


means, that would have appeared to humam 


wiſdom, the: moſt unlikely in the world. 
But perhaps t will be objected to this | in- 
Nr that the power of God app 


83 as to have left little or no 
room for the exerciſe of wiſdom in order to 
bring about the fore mentioned effects. Jo» 


ſeph had the power of interpreting prophe- 
tic dreams, and Moſes was enabled to work 


_ miracles, conſequently; the effects were 
brought about rather by force and violence, 


than by wiſe counſel. But in anſwer to this 
it is to be obſerved, that the power of God 
is not to be conſidered as a blind, and un- 
directed force, being always exerted in ſub- 
— to his wiſdom and goodneſs: nor 
theſe adorable attributes of the divine 
nature appear in their full luſtre, did not al- 
mighty power concur” to render them ef- 
11 fectual. 


r account tohave been ſo remark- 
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ren in 2 — on ac- 
count of their ſtrangeneſs are ſtiled mira 
cles; chan in thoſe acts of his: wiſdom and 
goodneſs which we ſe and experienee every 
day, nay every moment of our lives. In 
ſhort the effects of the divine wiſdom and 
ounſel which we have ooneineelly before 
our eyes, are ſufficient to poſſels every ſeri- 
1 mind with the higheſt 
| rence and awe : and to con- 
| vincw wb all that the ways of 'God are infi- 
nitely above a compariſon with thoſe” of 
men, and his thoughts as much ſuperior 
art en de heavens are bah, than bo | 
YH WW £3: 76 2 n 
Jaw us now 3 to- menen be 
improvement we ought to make of this ſub- 
ject; which was A eee 
indeciſion: i203 904 Tor: 5 
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WE! buns us aa ee eee 
3 the great God to a level with our 
ſuch a one as our (clves. = HOO 7 76. ger 

n In 
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| 8 Mn | ; l . in! « 
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-of * are — np ee, 


e imagine. [that the: — 
'warkl ws mode for tem, fo neither ſhould 
yr ever ſuppoſe th Land 
Luther ef Alem beſo weed in any of 
our private affairs, as to prejudice the, gene- 
Tal welfate, God acts nit by ,partia,;-þyt 
by geneml las, His thoughts, and viewx, 
and cares, are not confined in che manner 
in whiehtthole of all inferior bejngs are, And 
p manner as teh many Abe n 
fined - We are tos frequently guilty of, - 
tracting ou vie us much within thoſe bounds 
160 hich they. -pught. to be extended: :\ but 
| 1 extent to which we cad poſe 
e enlarge hems, they bear but a.yery 
and impe: & reſemblance of the ex- 


tenſive 


110 
"tenfive cares and counſels 
"even in, er dees arerdentor of 


Ve e Apogee oer neithem ;-or 
"that” he is capable of exerciſing partial 

Awards any © his 6ffepting. — That God 
regards every individual of mankind, exa®tty 
according to chef moral charkRers reſpec- 
tiwely, is a truth ſupported by all the prin- 
eiples of true religion. And that in the pre- 
dem life be permits all mankind fel to 
pans we ihdltitions: whhin 
"the proper hi of activity nch he allois 
to every man, is a truth ſupported and con- 
firmhed'by the "daily, and univerſal experi- 
ence of all men. Whatever inconvenizn- 
"cies, and diſorders may attend this permil- 
fion, in our low and imperfect” views of 
* things, his wildotn, which? is infinitely above 
ours, moſt certainly ſees it beſt upon the 


Whole: calculated to anſwer the purpoſes of 
general 


4 — any ene ra 4 we o 
tute in its room. The great God is perfectly 
| apptized of all the tendencies” and cofiſe- 
4 of tat world which he has fornied: 
; The mot diſtant and retnote events, in all 
their infinite varieties are clearly ſeen and 


Fawn to him, whoſe wanne mv 


nn 123 0h, ent e nls 
| vibe 


5 1 * 8 alt. a ; perfect view and 
 forefight of every thing that happens, and 
every thing that ſhall happen to all eternity, 
did bring into exiſtence ſuch a world as we 
| tes, in preference to all others, we may be 
7 ſore that it is the beſt; upon the whole, chat 
e den created; and, con- 


15 >offibly have been cr 
i ſeguentiy he who ſees the remoteſt 
cies of thoſe ſeenes with whicly w Ae nb 

painfully affected and diſtreſſed; sbs diem 
in a very different light from us; and be- 
holds all things, with a ſteady, calm bene- 
volence g which as it never can be, ſo fei- 
ther has it ever the leaſt reaſon to he ruſa 
fled, comp ſed.” WOW ERS 
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bs. Ss. 1 NH nem the foregoing 
ſu dect Which ad. ee b Ae 
RI Ks D014) 3636 i i Dbtth- 
. 3 3 — 
wiſhes and defires wih regard iti the ſun · 
ations and cixcumfientes we ſhouid ꝓreſer: 
or in ether words, let us always remember 
chat Gad is inbnitely a better judge than ourt 
ſelves what fituation is beſt * . as. 
reſpectively. We 
bog ares £31299 5 W 
| b. üs bead fee ade nia 
the leaſt encouragement to indolence, and 
iclleneſa, which are: ſo contrary to the dictates 
of reaſan, and the Jaws of God. Noris ite 
toche taken, at though we were not te chuſt 
far ourſolves vvhat profeſſion or employment 
of life-we ſhould prefer to others. But the 
thing intended here is, that after uſing opr 
beſt enden vours to ſuected in our refpeRive 
cmploymeats, ani! to procure the neoeſſarias 
and ac ο mmodations of life for ourſelves, 
and our dependents, We ſhould chearkilly 
leave the reſt to the ſuperior wiſdom of al- 
mighty! God, and not be anziguſiy ſolli- 
citous about events which are not in our 
power; 


| mi ns ne . | 

Ti exvours in the world ſhould not | 
5 — bur wiſhes but if we have 
ef — 


pron wang es: — oct 
God our heavenly father, who Foquenty 
ſees that to be beſt for us, which we, in our 
weakneſs and folly; denen to be far other - at 


„ . x. 
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orb Mut he- bf 
- Wvir chars — it will be Agel 
f.God is; fo much, na) infinitely. a 8 | 
_ _ what is beſt for us in this,” 
then er e as —— nay W 
car — faty . . 2 
tenc in fs * hae who can ſes for 
bje nner, do not cn. 
ſider that by ſecond cauſes, in pro— 
dueing all — of. life; 1 « 
has thereby: pointed out to us the means . 4 


how ><, by which: all e things are bow 


— 


ay POT ITY 
cured.” They ſhould alſo ders Wee 
God Ras formed man with rationab fachlties, 
5 active: 0 abe which 
1955 which ds all originally proceed [ 
the free bounty of God. "Te moſt therefirs 
be an argument of the greateſt ing gratitude, 
as well as of the moſt ſhameful — 
| and inäctivity, to neglect thoſe means by 
which the ſupports and-commforts of life may 
be, and ought to be obtained, and as it were 
refuſe to ſtretch out our hands to receive the 
favours and bleſſings of heaven. — And here 
1 iS natutab to obſerve hom apt men are to 
run into one or other of 'theſe oppóſ 
treres. For either on the one hand; through 
an idle and thoughtleſs diſpoſition they want 
dhe netceſſuries of life; or on the other, they 
* world with Woh an infativhle 
thirſt and avarice; ard Byiſuch cand. 
methods, as render their" characters 
| ibis} and ce to God, and all 
d men. If men preferred! a proper re 
d to the ſuperior; all. wiſe, and goo + 
aasee , chey would neither be hs 
ſhame- 


1 
: 
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— and pofloli- 
ons; tot vchich ſo many ſacriſide the peace 
and comfort of their lives. —We:conclude 
— ** en pro- 
r ———— power of 
being uſeſal in the world, to moderate all 
thoſe deſires that tend to make us uneaſy 
5 —_ ſme time are in in- 


— — — ofothis fubs 
Jeck, namely, conſtantly: tb reverenge: and 
adore that God, whoſe! choughty aid-ways 
ate infiritely ſuperior to thoſe of men. To 
enten hirn, not only hy a ſtated and un- 

rrudted cour of private and public de- 
3 and perpetual 
devetedneſs of our Hearts to - 
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ae a on our minds 
a — ua of his — 


— arbund us, 10 the infinite and ne 
Apo hem bave 1 — 
thee, ſays the pſalmiſt, and there is none up- 
on earth that I defire belides thee: As if 
| he deem — leh 


nur en in eee ee 
— giving me the leaſt ſolid ſatiſ- 
faction, or delight, but as it flows from thee 
the.inextiantiible fountain of all good. And 
——— had the pfalmiſt ſor his aſſer- 

tion. For it is God by whom all nature is 
impregnated with the. power of- giving, and 
ſupporting life, and of rendering it Nw. 
in an infinite variety of forms. 1 is he that 
ſhines ure e 0 e ; 
2 pou 


| pt n; of ach and a 
ftuits, to preſerve and cheer the lives of all 
08; rarious tribes of animals that inhabit it, 

L ally, the ſons. of men. How 
amaz aan is it that n veſt, eme 
whic every. one eee. and reaſons 

8 en man, —— forfeited 
character and diſtinction which he bears 
among the creaturbs of God, to endeavour 
raten bis heart with ſentiments, and af- 
Qi nee — a view Karts 
becomin 1 creatures ſuch n 
who re une tary _ 3 ſo many 


d diſtinguiſt in. e 
ſerve on our mind the reverence 


"2 venerable 


and gracious Father often Of 1-20 thake 
| knownto the ſons of men his mighty as, 
and the glorious majeſty of dis ding 
dem! to addreſs ourſelves to him; tall 
times, with hearts fiheerely and entirely 
devoted to his ſervice and honor me 
*cohtinunlly aſpiring after Higher, and 


orgs res and wer aa cage 
Ade Mrengty end Wibeinty en fc 
D and imitate! him, 


- ought to make of — { 
to learn from it, not to repine under ch 
diſappointments, and afflictions that m 

attend our lot and ſituation in this*world ; 
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all bur affairs are under A Suidance. an 
ion, whaſe — and good- 
re infinitely ſupetior to the power, the 

and goadneſ 0 men; and Who 
A can brighten the darkeſt, and 
molſt-glooniy-ſcenes;; nay even make the 
deepelt; night contribute to heighten, and | 
improue the beauty of the ſucceeding day. 
We are exttemely poor, and imperfect 
judges of the tendency and conſequences of 
n e things which we ſee around 
us, or fert an ourſelves. Our vieys in this 
ae butofs fhortextents Witneſs the 
— paſt part of our 


San the, things, which we hae greatly 
2 feared x and in both have found ourſelves 
totally miſtaken Ho often; have we all, 
in our infancy;;-and-childhood;-earneſtly | 
defied thoſe chings that would be highly 
judicial to us? and on the contrary, 
d and avoided thoſe which would have 
deen ar —_— uſe and n 
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the ee of the world; be july on- 
ſidered as in our infancy and childhood ſtill? 
Certainly they who think vicky hate 
either very mean and unworthy notians ef 
the ſupreme; all- perfect, all- mp i 
wiſdom-of God, or a very high conceit.of 
their own underſtandings..— The pr 
life appears to all the truly wiſe and z0ught- 
ful to be in reality what the Scripture: my 
preſents i it, © a ſtate of trial and rag rage 
in which the ſufferings and a ns of 
ſome, may contribute, not only 8 
Hhappineſs of others, but even to their own, 
in many ways which we can ſee; and, pro- 
bably, in as many others which we cannot. 
We ought therefore with great humility 
and reſignation to ſubmit to the all- wiſe 
diſpoſals of God, and to hope and truſt in 
his perfect goodneſs, that he will, in due 
time, produce all the proper, and genuine 
fruits of affliction; and ſet them in ſo clear 
and convincing a light, as that we ſhall ſee, 
with the higheſt admiration, the wiſe and 
perfect counſels of God, with regard to 
the. order and ſeries of events that take 
Place 
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the Deity. 121 
place in the world, When the wrath and 


wickedneſs, the rage and cruelty of men 
- ſhall appear to have been ſubſervient'to the 
praiſe of God ;—and' all the ſufferi 

and fore diſtreſſes of mankind to have had 
ſuch a tendency, as will redound to his 
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T; ee era of an epiſt 
a. which is expreſiy addreſſed to the 
Jewiſh- ation ; and in which the author, 
peak of our Saviour. in terms that were 
to the Jewiſh œcono- 
my i according to that prudential maxim 
of his, of becoming all things to all men 
that he might fave ſome a maxim, not 
oaly juſtifiable, but even highly commend- 


Mem able, 
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duct of our — 5 2 beſt 
knew his own meaning, and always acted 
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In the jewiſh confdinian there were 
thred\chiraQers of very great emipence and 
diſtinction; a king, a prophet, and a prieſt, 
to vrhich the people juſtly paid a peculiar 
and high regard: — and it is not probable 
that the chriſtian revelation could ever have 
been recommended to them with good ſuc- 
ceſs unleſs it had been ſhown by the patrons 
of it, that our Lord ſuſtained: theſe charac- 
ters in a higher ſenſe than any of their na- 
tion, eſpecially as they were, according to 
the prophecies, to center and unite in the 
character of their expected Meſſiah.— And 
this is what our apoſtle ſets hi himſelf to do 
by a variety of arguments, in the epiſtle now 
before us: but moſt eſpecially the laſt men- 
tioned character of the three, to which he 
wholly confines himſelf in the paſſage: now 
read. For ſuch an high prieft became 
cc us, who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſe- 
* 7 e from ſinners, and made higher than 
40 the 
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lowed. upon our Saviour on, account of the. 
Jews, ſo to ſee the full; force and; weight af 
it, itwill be — to conſider it with re- 
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would be too tedious to be inſiſted on and 
explained at large in this place. — It is ſuf- 
ficient to. obſerve that be w 148 conſecrated 
or ordained. by anointing. or pouring « oll with 


Site ch — 9 

ther prieſts ſoom to have been only 5 
wake this oil — — 
tho blood of the ſacrifices. To this the 
werds of che pfalmiſt evidently! alude, 
7. © God, even thy God, hath” anoimted 
te thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy 
- * for it follows" ir ae Hart 
Ha ind caſa, Severe 1 a} oi 25 _; 


xr i Oil 0) AH n od. Hive of 


the holy of holies once bu ear, to make 


Mofietnent for his bun fins, and, theft of 
de people e a — n Fünndle 
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To conſider the ſevond part Ef our Shvks 
out's prieftly office; namely, his initerceti- 
on. We are told our Lord's "* able: Per. 
r petually to ſave all them thit eme unte 
God by him, ſeeing he ever lives ue ue 
* interceffion.” Heb. vi. 2 9 Here then it 
m. 14 be obſerved, that as interceliſoh 
in the largeſt ſenſs takes in the whole of 
the prieftly character; ſo in the more limit- 
ed _ reſtrained ſenſe, in which-it-is here 
uſed, it  kignifies rainy 1 | 


ought carefully to be attended to; which 
is that as our Saviout's. oblation or offering 
way evidently in behalf of all mankind, as 
he died for all; ſo his interceſſion is ſaid to 
be only in behalf of thoſe, that come'unto 
od by him; - by which F underſtand all 
thoſe that come unto God in his way, that 


2 by * ſo par- 
cularly 
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vieularly taught and inbſted gn by our Sar 
viour : cn for though this may ſeems. 80 dg 
8 as ct eaſuy ad- 
this ſanſe n yet as it ſtands in fargur 

truly penitent throughout the 
carth; axon.chaſe-thet dener heard of a Sar 
vinur, as well as thoſe: that haue, is ſeems 
mate agreeable tg the moral petfectione of 
God and the general tenor of the New 
Teſtament docttine. For vs know that it 
is the will of God that all men every; here 
ſhould repent; we are likæwiſe in formed 


that God would have all men to be ſaved. 


1 Tim. ii. 4. As allo that chere is no ſalva- 
tion in any ather, no other name under hear 
ven given among men, herehy we maſt 
be faved. Acts iu. 12. From which paſſa- 
ges it would feem 10 follow that ont Savi- 


aur Lond intercedes for none but fuch:; this 
one might infer. from his perſona} charac- 
ter, which bears the higheſt reſemblance 
Oe poo bleſſed Gad; ſuch a one 
therefore as our Saviour is, will never at- 


our 's interceſſion is made in behalf an all 
kind. 8 be in is-plain, bet 


darkneſe, or to — to 
ea we op is impoſſible tobe effected: nor 


lone but as it eee — 
ment to vicious and EAI) to conti- 
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. to 1 nature wit; 8 
eben, or wherein it conſiſts, it is expreſſed 
Heb, ix. 24. by his appearing in the pre- 
ſence of God for us: from whence ſome 
have inferred, that it does not confiſt in any 
ae OI or petition to the Father 
in our f, but only preſenting himſelf 
before God, as a mediator-of his own ap- 
"Obs: a prince and a Saviour, to n 

ance (that is, the fruit of repentan 
3 of ſins to all the worthy objects 
e, eee as all power i ge 
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to our Saviour in heaven and earth, ſo: his 


_interceding with God above does not ſeem 
neceſſarily to imply any more than his per- 


ſonal appearance there; as this will anſwer 
all che ends of the moſt powerful interceſ- 
fion,” and effeRually ſecure the pardon of 
fin, and favour 8 God, to * N 
A ſeek it. 

| bade Wc it is is objected —If God be Ai 
poſed from the eternal goodneſs of his own 
nature to be merciful to the truly penitent, 
what occaſion could there be for oblation or 
interceſſion to be made by our Saviour, or 
any other, in order to obtain the divine mer- 
cy. To this objection one might give a 
ſhort anſwer—to wit. God has appointed 
theſe things, and therefore one may. be ſure 
there is occaſion for them, But as this an- 
ſwer may rather ſilence than ſatisfy the ob- 
jector, or perhaps turn the courſe of the ob- 
jection into ſuch enquiries as theſe, Does 
the ever bleſſed God need to be ſollicited 
and importuned in order to the exertion of 
his goodneſs, and e 88 55 mercy to- 
wards his creatures?” Is he not good un- 
"var KS | to 
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to all and his toner: nercies 
works?” * Nay does he not even delight 
in mercy: and in all the methode of making 
his creatures happy ?”'; W hence then is it, 
and to what muſt we aſcribe it, that God 
has appointed ſuch methods of approaching 
him, and of obtaining his favour ? 4 Or 
at leaſt why will he not accept of our own 
humble ſubmiſſion, and confeſſion made 
immediately to him in our own perſons, and 
grant the petitions which we humbly addreſs 
to him in the ſame immediate and JireC 
manner for the pardon of fin, and for all 
needful bleſſings, without the interpoſition 
of a mediator?! —— I anſwer — That the 
methods which God: has appointed of ap- 
proaching and obtaining his mercy and tr 
vour, are ſo far from leſſening and detract 
ing from his eternal goodneſs, that hey Gare 
niſh a new proof and demonſtration of it. 
Ilt was before obſerved towards the begin- 
ning of this diſcourſe, that God's appoint 
ing ſacriſices to the Jewiſh people, as a me- 
dium of their obtaining his mercy and fa- 
vour was a clear proof that he was diſpoſe 
to o gang it, ſince —— would nevgr 
- . have 


re means by which it was. 
toche cv yedʒ and therefore it ſores pleſe 2 
that the complying with ſuch ordinances | 
ahd\: appointments, has a tendency to im- 
preſs the minds of all that join in them with 
deep ſentiments of the mercy and goodneſs. 
of God. And with regard to the mediato-, 
rial cheme of the Goſpel, this raiſes us to 
ſtilſl more exalted and enlarged ſentiments 
of /God's goodneſs, of which we ſee ſo ma- 
rr proofi and demonſtrations around 
us. Our Saviour came into this world to 
dolor u mol excellent inſtitution of reli-; 
gion to mankind, behaved whilſt on eart! 
with the moſt exemplary and perfect piety, 


the moſt unſpotted and ſhining virtue; he 
was reviled, abuſed, and perſecuted. in the 


t wiolent and barbarous manner for ſtea- 
aily bearing his public teſtimony; to the truth: 
and: openly op ppoſing the wickedneſs of the, 
prieſts, the 0 "we and phariſees; Who 
were perſons of the greateſt diſtinction and 


influence among the people, but greatly 
corrupted in their morals and behaviour, 
and who had greatly corrupted the laws of 
God, and in a manner rendered them, of 
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no effect through their traditiohs and v 
tions; —he pteſerved hs integrity and reſb. | 
lation under all the ſufferings, which theſe 
wicked' people brought upon him, ahd. 
chearfully facrificed 4 Me H. in the ſuppurt 
and proſecution of that cauſe which he had 
eſpouſed: in conſequemde of ſuch Siftiri- 
guiſhed Merit, we are idfotmed, that -Ghil. 
did highly exalt him, and give him a nate 
which is above every other name; beſtoxo· 
ed upon him the firſt dignity in Heaven, 
and appointed him as the moſt proper per- 
fon, by whom to convey his favours ahd 
bleffings to thie dre weber e 
cularly to beſtow pardowund falvatiowup 

all them, that ſhould walk echrdingw his 
doctrine and example. Sothat the character 
of a mediator, or if you Will of an heaven- 
ly high prieſt, was beſtowed upon our! Sa- 
_ viour, as à reward of this perſonal merit. 
Well therefore may our apoſtls ſay bs in 
the text, * foch an high prieſt became us, 
* who is holy, barmies, undeivod, 9nd 
© ſeperate't — en, ai Dig 
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| our and divided regard, which Goc 
| RAGE: moral worth. and. excellence 
of al dae of. God than, this, that he 
2 s that above all things, which 
bl Wing har ke malt eff Cual tendency 
ta make his creatures  bappy i-that be has 


placedithat, perſon, in the higheſt eminence, 


who, of all perſons, that euer appeared in 


this world, deſexves che moſt of mankind? 
and ho, tor: increaſe his merit, had been 


treated as one of the worſt/ of: men ! but 
for the joy that was ſet before him he en- 
dured the croſs, daeſpiſing the: ſhame, and 
isi now ſet — at the ee the 
throne of nne tha n N 7 


af clic ud 9 9» Hot ova. no! 
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equally exalted: our: Saviour, and equally _ 


rewarded his merit, without making him 
an high prieft or mediator ;/ as for inſtance, 
by making him as it were the heir and go- 


vernor of all things, and next to himſelf 


an the er ag as Pharoah made Joſeph 


governo of Egypt; and conſequentiy that 
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proof of the goodneſs of Gd, as has Ber 
here repreſented.— In anfwer to this Jet l. 
be obſerved, that the mediatorial ſcheme af 
the goſpel is the very ſame with thibz 
Shich is here pretended to be ſubſtituted 
in the place of it: for God's exalting . 
to be a prince, will of courſe aud ingly 
make him a ſaviour alſo; and put him in 
poſſeſſion of the character of a mediator : 
for if Chriſt be conſtituted and appointed 
under God, the moral governor of man- 
kind, then he will certainly govern accords 
ing to the will of God; and conſequently: 
beſtow pardon” and ſalyation upon all che 
truly penitent and ſincere; and this evi- 
dently comes to the ſame as God's beſtow 
Ing pardon, favor and eternal dap in 
and through the mediation or interceſ- 
ſion of Jeſus Chriſt; and is to all intents 
and purpoſes one with it: ſo that we ſee 
our Saviour's mediatorial character is _ 
neceſſary conſequence 'of/» his e 
which was the reward of his merit, — 
that this ſcheme is really a proof n 
goodneſs * God, as it was before repre- 
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tented and, n the a ee 
conceive, that the more impartially and 


ed, the more it will approve itſelf to our 
ads, as a ſcheme worthy the goodneſs 
and infinitely wiſe God, 


liable to objections of au 
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I i our Saviour's 2 9 5 
| —— the account of it by ſome perſons) 
kind of infinite ſatisfactioi 
; tha. ien 5 God, for the infinite ins 
of mankind, | by: ſuffering, the puniſhment 
ry to, thoſe, fins; that is, if God had 
d properly puniſhed our Saviour 
1 bim for the ſins w 
had c tted ; this ſcheme Would have 
n liable to the greateſt, and moſt inſu- 
perable objections, and reflected the high- 
eſt diſhonor on ihe goſpel of Chriſt : for 
puniſh any one being for the ſins ano- 
Ther has committed, i 18 quite inconſiſtent 
with all the rules of juſtice, and tends to 
bine the greateſt diſordęr and confu- 
blolutely inconſiſ- 


tent 
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ledge: and underſtanding. God ſees all 
things, eſpecially all charaQers — 18 
bays ate} and therefore it is impoſſible! that 
he ſhould ever conſider the virtues or vices 
of any one perſon as belonging to any 
other. Another inſuperable difficulty of 
this ſcheme is, that it entirely deſtroys the 
goodneſs and mercy of God; and ſuppoſes 
him to be a being of inexorable Juſtice ; 


and that all the mercy and favor which we 


teceive from God, is ſttialy purchaſed and 
paid for by the ſufferings of Jedes Chriſt, — 
Eph. iv. 32. God for ** Chriſt's ſake” hath 
forgiven you, In the original it is, as God ; 
in Chriſt, or by Chriſt, or in and thuough 

that character and province which be hach 
appointed him to take upon him. Where - 
as the other expreſſion, to wit, God for 
4 Chriſt's ſake,” ſeems to imply , that he 
was induced or prevailed upon by: our Sa- 
viour to do, what he was by no means 
diſpoſed to do of himſelf; a thought infi- 


of the world. But it would be endleſs to 
inſiſt upon all the abſurdities and inconſiſ- 
| tencies 
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In the art place, we ſee the 
ſecheme of our Saviour's weden | 


vat deing i "0 of Favour 
ptance with God. The whole 
tendency 'of this ſcheme is evidently toim- 


is ſubſtituted in our room, either 0 
or ſuffer for us, ſo as to 
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taught us; thut is, if we be not 
to ourſelves in the purſuit of it. For ou 
— onne brought life and im- 
v by His goſpel; but alſo 
— us the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of our fu- 
entran * ir we enmply with 


o our Sapidur's: —— 
coconding tothe evidences which we os: 


of their being tr 


be truly ſaid to rely on Ne mee And W 
terceſſions of Jeſus Chriſt.—that is, we 
rely on: his'word, as 3 perſuaded | 
| will enable: him to fulfill . This then e 
tad to joy 3 and erg: 
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practice — unte — virtues! $08: 
Reedy, ond conſtant, endeavour to acquire 
the chriſtian; temper:and-dpirit, in as large 
aatenſure Und degree, a:0ur-naturbl. frailty 
anti imperſection ini thei prtſent ſtats. ill 
ade: nor-can wel be Gall diſappointeth, 
in ſuch a hape a/ this, if chere be a God; 
who ruleth aht judgeth in the warld-; ads 
heaven to rg ward the: juſt eee 

n.future ſtate. of miſery andtorme: | 
a8, the eee 
_ which things no truly ſerious and thought 
ful man can; poſſebly ſo far doubt of as to 
neglect che neceſſary prepatation for-a tas! 
mere -W RE in 
. til jo, ii) ot] To mois? 
HE * thaſe, 
Ws 2 — of zenouncing theit 
open works and merits,” and relying on the 
merits. of Jeſus, do neglect the virtues of 
| Weender, and-reſt themſelves! 
wholly 
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wholly i in what © tay call faith, do in effect 


renounce the doctrine of Jeſus, 


2 göipel Eo our Saviour is am a 
et inſtitution, and all its doctrines 
lead to a good life and character, as we 
have juſt obſerved. This therefore may 


ſerve as a general direction or rule to di- 


ſtinguiſh truth from falſehood : and what- 
ever ſome may talk of Faith, they are the 


fruits of faith only, that ſhow the excel- 


lence of our Saviour's Doctrine; and it is 
by theſe alone that we ſhall be approved or 


condemned at laſt. I beg leave to con- 
| clude with thoſe ever memorable and im- 


portant words of our Saviour ;—* Not every 
e one, that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
<< ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
but he that doth the will of my father 
* who} is in n heaven.” 
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Of Pure and undefiled Religion. 
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oo tbe Father, is this, to wifit the fatherleſs 
and the aides in their affiiion,, ute 10 


| keep bimpelf ee from the world... 


H E apoſtle has 5 theſe wands given. 
1 us a ſhort ſpecimen, from whence 
we may very eaſily infer, what, the true 
end and deſign of religion is. But in or- 
det to ſee; his meaning in the fulleſt and 
ſtrongeſt light, it will be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that religion among the antients, al- 
ways referred to divine worſhip, and that 
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all the gentile world at the time of our Sa- 
viour's 
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| ars coming; "lend by religion 
| ſomething external, that had no = 
connection with the moral goodneſs of the 
1eart—And though it muſt be owned, that 
many of the philoſophers laboured to incul- 
cate worthy notions of God, or (as moſt 
of them popularly expreſſed it) of the 
Gods; yet it appears to have had no weight 
wid the common people in their religious 
practices — The public worſhip, which 
every where prevailed, did not at all pro- 
ceed from thoſe good and generous ſenti- 
ments, which the philoſophers inculcated, 
but from thoſe vulgar prejudices that uni- 
verſally prevailed ; and were ſupported and 
ſtrengthened by the artifices of cunning and 
deſigning men. And we find the Jews 
themſelves were deeply infected with the 
ſuperſtition of their gentile neighbours, and 
therefore needed as well as they to be in- 
formed what religion means: particularly 
that the bitter zeal and animoſity, which 
the unbelieving Jews had - diſcovered to- 
wards the Chriſtians, was ſo far from be- 
ing ny a of t true K * it was 
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incomparably the moſt important part of 


lic and prirzie wwerſfip s r ee 
under our conſideration; — for though theſe 
are a very valuable part of: religion In its 
kirger and original ſenſe yet the apoſtivin 
the text; manifeſtiy intends It in a" mere 
ſtrict and reſtrained 'view; otherwiſe ihere 
had 'beeh no2ronnection? in his WU 
No perſon of the leaft thought or atento 
eoutd poſſibly ſay, thar religion (meaning 
thereby the public offices of it) conſiſtꝰ 
a in viſiting the fatherleſs andthe 


widow, &c. 
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| In ſhort, -agligion! confifts « dee : 
ſentiments. and external worſhip, ſo it is 
the former of theſe only which theapoltle | 
intends in the text; and wich good ref 
does he make: uſe of dhe term religion 
here, ſince the ſentiments he refers to 0 


religion, and may be ſtiled the eſſence of 
it. Theſe ſentiments; or, if ybu will; re- 
ligion, con ſidered as a principle of action 
in the heart, includes worthy notions of 
God, and ſuitable affeEtions towards him.— 
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ous; rarer the eyes of all ave 
capable uf diſcerning: \motab worth and 
beauty. Wen we: conſider a being that 
e eee, der. great and good; 
whole \ benevolence exceeds: the largeſt 
. alli frilee-aidcihtiond; ang is as 
- extenſive as his almighty: power; whoſe 

wiſdom is abſolutely perfect without the 
leaſt defect; whoſe judgment is abſolutely 
infallible, and whoſe juſtice is im partial— 
preſiding in the univerſe; our hearts are 
filled with reverence and awe; with the 
warmeſt devotion, and pureſt affection to- 
wards him; and with ſtrong deſires of re- 
ſembling a * ſo worthy our conſtant 
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F the wars and publie tu- 
miſts wich which the peace of mankind is 
ſo frequently and" ſo greatly diſturbed we 
ene Wie" this IO 
in wy who bringeth eg out of 
confufion, and will make all the little pur- 
poſes and devices of men, even their bitter- 
eſt quitrels and contentions, ſubſervient to 
his On great deſigns. Not that God needs 
the wickedneſs of men to accompliſn the 
deſigns of His providenee; to ſuppoſe this, 
would be a blaſphetnous reflection upon the 
power, as well as the moral attributes of 
his nature; nor that the vices and follies 
of men have any the leaſt tendency to in- 
ereaſe the happineſs of mankind, 4s forme | 
have abfurdly* and athef ſed 
but that God” prevents theſe from of ee 
ing all thoſe fatal conſequen . „that might 
naturally'be expectec from them; and in- 
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e he wiſe; — 1 8 of his 
providence... This is the;confidence, which 
we are encouraged to repoſe. in God, from 
a-conlideration of the perfections of his 
Kaba, — a matter of very grea 

8 - happineſs in this, world, 
ancient; which we owe. to the ſu- 
preme diſpoſer of all /things—And here, 
by the way, it may be 0 , that this 


| ſeems to be the very nature and eſſence of 
internal prayer: for what is it to direct the 
deſires of our hearts to God (if we do it 


chearfully truſting | that he will Fay that 
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* * whichis of the Dd impo! et- 
ance to us, in the ſubject now under conſi- 
deration, is that deſire of reſembling the ever 
bleſſed God, which ariſes from a juſt view 
of his mot. worthy and amiable erfec 
ons. — This is the great end to which. all 
our a a God do moſt natu- 
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jonny us, and is 6f all things aaa 
nearly bonnected with our happineſs. —For 


hat will our reverence and admiration of 
the wiſeſt add be of Beings avail us, if 


we are not”ourſelves made wiſer and bet- 
ter hereby? It is a very odd and abſurd 
way of thinking which many ſeem to en- 
tertaingu- namely that their reverence to 


God and even thoſe outward marks of 


reſpect and honor, Whieh they pay him, 
wu ſupply the want of the internal de- 
firs of which I am here ſpeaking;,—As 
God has implante in our minds a natural 
defireiof ſoms kind of excellence and per- 
fection, as well as of happineſs, from 
whence flows all that emulation, or ambi- 
tion to excell which we ſee amongſt man- 


kindz— as he has made us capable of an 


high improvement in his imitation and 
lxeneſs, and at the fame 'time'' preſented. 
us with ſuch an amiable and glorious vier 
of his character, in the works of creation 
and providence ; and moreo\ 

this” Imitation by che expreſs a oy epeated 


ther Wei ge enforcements ; it is amazing 
by + ** N 3 N a that 
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that any ſhould be ſo WZak as taathitils 
they can ſapply the want af "this, by any 
thing ſo ſuperficial, „ag are the extertial 
marks of reverence and reſpect, "_— 
Ne pay't to God in religions hig 
2. 2x Sy £34 5150 T2? 
1 MENTION: - not\this-with: « defign/ to 
enlarge upon it here, but only to ſhaw in 
a general Way, that all our becoming of 
fections towards God, do naturally tend 
to this one grand point of the imitation 
of God, or a deſire of his likeneſs, ſo far 
as we are capable of receiving: it; and to 
render me 2s Wart . 
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propoſed, to give a ſpecimen of the con- 
duct to which pure religion, as before e- 
plained, will oy ere N. mal 
in a dert. 
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0 er 705 (ape he) and 5 
« filed before God even the father, is this, 
10 to viſit the fatherleſs and widow in their 
46. en, and to 120 himſelf unſpot-. 

60 ted 


ee the. 3 Vie 
were before paraphtaſed to this effoct, 
namely. that true religion, ſueh as: God 


approves, will naturally diſpoſe A ind | 


for, acts of benevolence and 


ment tc ye ;Pleafures and p 
this 


baT nx reaſon that the apo 


rally. ſpeaking, the moſt deſtitute of friends 


this; world. Hence we find the, wir 


dammorere talen particular notice of in the 
diſtribution of the charities Wr the! primi- 


out dle — 04ers throughout 


the world, acts of generoſity and-kindnets 


to theſe; have been mentioned with: very 
gen oral approhation z and benefations of this 
ſort that have been rematkably great, have 
been highly 22 common can 
0 * (691) ab, — 8 12,13i)chen it bleſſed 


and; diſengage it from too great an — | 
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che ſatherleſa and widows here is, very.ob+ 
vious, namely. hecauſe ſuch hre gene- 
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* the: fatherleſs, and dig a pit for. you 


2 ; * 1 a $484 . ” 
t child. If thou afflict 
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me %õ,/ę ame; and I oauſed the wi- 


on the oontrary, 


juſtice, and ——— have 
been treated with the greateſt abhorrence; 
and juſtiy reckon d 


IM — 
blackeſt of all crimes: ITS 0 e 


4 N * 


** friend; (ſays Jeb to bis fr 
ne would reproach rbem in the 


* 
4 


manner; Job vi. WBC a op) 


God; himſelf is particularly repreſented 


as the avenger of thoſe: injuries! that ure 


done them; thus he is ſaid to be the 


*, reliever of the fatherleſs! and widow, 


Pi. cxlvi, 9. and again the facher of 
1 che fatherleſs, and the peru mpeg 
* dows, is God in his holy | habitation 
Pſ. lxviii. 5. and God declares to che ll ſ· 
raelites (Exod. xxii. 22, 23, 24.) Je 
4e ſhall: not afflict any widow or fatherle ſs 

em in any wiſe, 
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tions: may ſeem to, require, and God ſhall; 
0 e him abilities and ———— Me | 


gopd, works, which, he — by, 
to perform, to them that ſtand in need of 
his affiſtance this way z and. heartily e . 


ache, o en aporig — 
| religion. 
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. eee eee 
dering the hncwludge ant the: laveiof God 
more uniyerſal H he, bai a man of, an- 
thority and influence in the world hy mean 
of a puplig ſtation, or character, he will 
be cautiqus not to, abuſe it Through inad- 
vertency or neglect; and will cnſtantiy 
employ it for the public. god, fore 
n neigh F 
and his friends, and of every perſon in, 
particular that may haue za better cleim 
than the, cet, of, mankind, on-;aceount-. of 
any particular relations ſubſiſting between, 
them, —welf he be a man of experience 
and a proper knowledge of mankind, he 
will be ever ready to aſſiſt with his, beſt; 
council, and adyice, thoſe that more eſpe- 


_ cially ſtand in need, of, it, that deſire it 


and are diſpoſed to make a proper uſe! of; 
it this way. —.— Or laſtly, whatever, a per- 


ſon's circumſtances or ſtation in the world. | 
may be, if, he be poliefied of a true prig - 


ciple of religion, as beter enplained y he 
will be ſure to give. ſuch an example to 
all Sund Rur as en b to them, .. 
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and Nein lin wich; ll meg ue con- 
csrned; and im which att-rhidt*love Goc 
auc enanlkind cant Fall "of Yeing" fervice 
able, in ſome e dr 'otHiet to their fel- 
Kwbrewres—1t' aft Be "owned that 
| ce ee er thoſe that are in the lower 
Agon oß fe cant have ſo Exrenff9e ah 
inffuence us theirs, Whoſe tatzons are t nor 
ehinent and con cuous; however they 
may ſhine 2s lights in the world" though! 
| in leſſer ſphere, and tany may ſee theit 
good works and glorify their Father,” ho 
is ity Heaven. Befites, the Hue n is not 
What effect a man's 'exatiple' (hall have in 
the" world but what an example, "right 
andi worthy ſentiments of God, and 55 
coming affections towards him, will \ 
türally lead a man to give. This wer 
ple then will furniſh him with the pro- 
pereſt directions, and ſtrongeſt motives to 
order the whole of his converfation aright; 
he will be highly pleaſed with every good 
effect which his example obtains — 
men; and will by no means obſtruct the 


good conſequences that _ attend i, by 
any 


1 hure N | - 37%. A w 189 
og locks ike vice of; - immora- 


2 in the kent, 
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tht 5 of hikes as might 


perſon to act inconſiſtent with the dig; 


nity of that character which, I have. been 
_ deſcribing, ——If any man is enſlaved to 
the deſire of any thin which this world 
can give; he is a ſtranger to that reli - 


gion; which is pure and undefiled, before 


God even the father. The principles are 


quite inconſiſtent, nor can they Fe: ſub- 


fiſt together in the ſame, perſon. - The 
1 friendſhip. of the world s,enmity, with 
«© God,” James iv. 4. and again 1 John 
a 15. “ If any man love the world, the 


«; Joye of the father is not in him; that 
ig—if any perſon be engaged in the * 5 


ſuit of this world's enjoyments, or its 
ziches, as his chief good, or ſo 6 Mn 


occaſion, to ſacrifice his religion and his 
virtue to . he is deſtitute of all true love 
to 
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| there- 
Emer ifs 18 ro Ir 1 rot 
tioif principles of religion, befbre laid down, 
will never ſuffer the world, or any thing 
elotiping' to the [Preſent ftate of exiſtence, 
ay him te any baſe and ungenerous 
;"or deſſgu; or indeed into any kind 
of behavior thdt-would fully *th&'beanty 
of his" character in the eyes af afl holy 
and omnifcient God, who ſees alf things as 
| they are. Such a perſon that 
it is one thing to- preſerve a fair and un- 
ſpotted character among men, and ano- 
ther to ſecure the approbatiom of God; 
and will e pecbliarly ambitions” of this 
latter, as a matter of inſinitely greater im- 
portance. Beſides, religion will naturally 
inſpire him with-a love of virtue in all its 
branches, and an abhorrence of every 
thing that is contrary to it; and this will 
fully engage him in ſuch a conduct of life, 
as ſhall keep his character unſpotted from 
the world; that is, unſpotted in the judg- 
ment of that Being, who never is, nor 
can be impoſed upon; by which "we 
need not nder abſolutely: perfect in- 
nocence, 


Serm. vl. enen. 90 
| Gp chat Ger raifeel e 
and divine influences of Ala, ſo far 
above: the preſent world; ſo clean as not to 
be: deephy-Rained with any of its pollutions, 
nor to be ſo far prevailed upon by any of its 
temptations, as to loſe any part of that ſa- 
preme regard which is due to God and good- 
neſs: but amidſt all the frailties and imper> 
fections that i flarilyattend the preſent life 
to preſerve a conſtanoy in thoſe: _ af. 
fections, that will infallibly recommend 

to the approbation and eſteem of the un 
eſt and the wiſeſt, the happieſt and the 
beſt of allo beings, and the eternal ſove- 
reign, and —_— judge e —_ 
nad n 5 wm An 5 
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may ſee the immediate and ſtrong con- 


nection that ſubſiſts between religion and 


virtue. Religion ſometimes ſignifies only 


en worſhip of God; in this. diſ- 
: I c.ourſe 
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With reſpect to the former of th 


. cially 11 "ie «very 


P 56 of virtue, e it is kad 
in a proper manner, „ and. bree 
(ſo far as it may be done) according 

divine inſtitutions and eee 

With reſpect to the latter, that is, inter- 

nal religion, I humbly preſume that the 

tendency of this, to che advancement of 
the ſame cauſe, appears very evident from 

the | foregoing... diſcourſe. ; | beſides that- a 

material part of it aner, ot is the ve- 
ry ſame with moral goodneſs. For 
ſtance, gratitude to a ea Cor is a moral 

virtue, and this from what has been ſaid, 
thoſe becoming diſpoſitions towards God, 
which ariſe from juſt and worthy ſenti- 
ments of him.—80 likewiſe that juſt ve- 
neration and eſteem, which a amm 
tion of the divine character inſpit 
what is it — but a proof of that pet] 

Tnſe or Perch ppt, which was . originally 

implanted 


implanted. in us, by which our minds. are 


naturally diſpoſed to perceive. a beauty i in 


all thoſe characters or diſpolitions,, that are 
morally g ood ? to 
foundation of all human virtue And 
with regard to the, love of God, what is 
this (at leaft chiefly) but the admiration 
of his moral character, that is, the love 
of goodneſs? And is not this the very eſ- 
ſence. or ſubftance of virtue itſelf —— 
From hence we may ſee the ignorance. 
and ſtupidity of thoſe, that talk' of mora- 
lity as a very mean accompliſhment; fince 
it appears to be moſt intimately. united, 
and as I may ſay, interwoven, with the no- 
bleſt parts of religion, or rather to be 
materially the very ſame with them. 


| SeconpLy———From the foregoing diſ- 
courſe we may infer the excellency and 
worth of the Chriſtian religion, as con- 
tained in the New Teſtament; ſince that 
has ſhown the connection between reli- 
gion and morality in a much ſtronger and 
clearer light, than ever the world ſaw it 


in before. The U * that 2 and 
* moſt 
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moſt univerſally prevailed in'the world before 

the coming of our Saviour, was quite of : a G 
ſtin& and different nature from moral gbod- 
ness, and had indeednothing at all to do with 

a virtuous, diſpoſition, or .a uſeful conduct 
and behaviour, But when our Lord came, 
he taught mankind that the. greatet and 
weightier matters of the law of God were 
juſtice, mercy and fidelity, and the love 
of God; which, as we are informed in 
his zoſpel, is inſe parably connected with 
the love of mankind; and that the onl ly 
way in which we can be accepted of God 
'& by. doing well; or. in other words, 
keeping his commandments, as they re- 
gard our temper, words and actions; and 
that all the perſonal reſpect which we pay 
to God, or his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, will avail 
us nothing, without a conformity to the 
moral character of God, more eſpecially 
as we ſee it copied in the life of Jeſus. 5 


1 SHALL only add, . which com- 
leats the religion of the new teſtament 
and renders it a perfect ſyſtem is—that all 


the offices of private and public devotion, 
which 


— by thoſe who. — recorded a as 
2 2 zmdas they are ovident- 


8 God oy mk an intended 
to be entirely ſubſervient to 90 0H of 
reel. and n virtue. | 10 n 


— wt & 


35 3 | 


ts therefore we e profeſs. 4 3 that 
has made fo great an improvement upon 
every ſcheme of it that went before; and 
as it appears calculated to anſwer all the 
ends which can reaſonably be expected 
from the beſt religion in the world; ſo 
let us firmly adhere to it, and diſtinguiſh 
ourſelves by a rational defence and a con- 
ſiſtent practice of it; and ſhow by our 
conduct that chriſtianity inſpires us with 
the moſt benevolent and humane diſpo- 
ſitions towards all mankind; that our re- 
ligion is ſo far from being a root of bitter- 
neſs in us, and rendering us of a narrow 
and uncharitable ſpirit, that it raiſes us 
above thoſe party diſtinctions, with which 
the Chriſtian world has been ſo greatly 
AE O 2 diſturbed, 


e in bert, Gat it er us more 

like to God, and worthy the eſteem of all 

good men. To be able to reflect up- 
on our tempers and diſpoſitions thus im- 
proved by religion, when we come to cloſe 
the ſcene of life, will give us a pleaſure in- in 
1 expreſſibly great; as it will beſt of all 
things fit us for the divine ſociety of thoſe 
„ heavenly ſpirits, who dwell in the wort 
immediate Tay of God. n 
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H Es E words of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour were 
ce, which his diſciples, particularly 
-Peter, diſcovered at the proſpe& of that 
worldly poverty and. contempt that was 
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its appearance in the world; than it had a 
vaſt oppoſition to encounter; its founder 


was to fall a facrifiee to the implacable_ 
malice of his enemies, in a few years af- 
ter the "commencement of his miniſtry, 
and as the ſhepherd was to be ſmitten, ſo 
of conſequence the flock would be ſeat- 
tered, and thereby ee the more ex- 


vent the ill effects of this'v upon the minds 
of his diſciples, our Lord, among other 
arguments makes uſe of that in the text; 
where he tells them the | certain... comer 
quence that would inevitably follow their 


being aſhamed to own his cauſe and. inte- 
reſt before, men, namely, that he would 


return that neglect, and conterapt with 
which they had treated him, upon their 


own heads, at a time that his favor and 

good opinion would be infinitely the moſt 
deſirable of all events, that is, in the great 
day of judgment; when he ſhall appear 
in the tranſcendent glory of his Father, 
with myriads of * in his train, to be 
9 | glorified 
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courſe to illuſtrate — exem plify, chat is, 


to explain the character of being albamed | 
of out, Lord, and of his words or doc- 


trine; and to ſhew the natural tendency 
and conſoguences of It, that we may. be 


all. effectually garde, againſt this ? fatal 3 


ſnare—and neyer be aſhamed to own or 
aſſert, what we inwardly. approye, and 
what we are fully perſuaded will finally 


turn out to * praiſe... and honor, and 
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SHAME, ig paſſion or ſenſation of hu- 
man nature, to mich, we are all ſubject, 
ſome in a Sreater, . others in a leſs de- 
Seereise I though. i t may not be caly to 
defige precilely wherein the nature of this 
paſſion .conſiſts, yet its cauſes and effects 
may be ſo tally poin ted out and deſcribed, 
as that all may be made Gaſs what it is; 
2 aby perſon may be es and 


n, aſhamed. | Ch RE x Ns 
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Sane” then ſeems! to proceed from a 
conſcious ſenſe of ſomething in of Cha- 
racter or behavior, by which we are juſt- 
ly. expoſed, or by Which we probably may 
be expoſed to the contempt and i opinion 
of thoſe, with whom we have to do 
The effects and conſequenecs of this 
paſſion are bluſhing and confufton, on 
which there is no need of any farther en- 
largement: at preſent.— But it is very na- 
tural and not at all improper to obſerve 
here—that' the paltion of ſhame was moſt 
wiſely and. kindly "1 implanted in us by 


the God of nature; as One bar, among ma- 
ny others, againſt a vicious and fooliſh 


conduct; and we have reaſon to think— 
that this j is frequently an effectual reſtra 
when all others fail ; that the apprehen. 
fion of public diſgrace, or the fear of aif- 
eſteem does oftentimes deter men from” the 

practice of thoſe vices, from Which nc 
other conſiderations. would be able to Te- 
ſtrain them.—lt is therefore juſtly obſerve 
of the moſt deſperately wicked and aban- 
doned of mankind that they are paſt all 


ſenſe of ſhame, ory I * Were they 
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6 aſhamed, Holler) could they bluſh : 


< therefore they ſhall fall among them, 
that fall; at the time that I viſit them, 
they ſniall be —4 down, ſaith — Lord. 
at gw” eien ee bio wells ne 

a1 Bor to f Ne as there is no good 
principle in our nature, but is liable to be 
greatly perverted and abuſed, and thereby 


to become the principle of an unjuſtifia- | 


ble conduct, —ſo the puſſion of th 
which was originally intended to keep 
from'wandering out of the paths of virtue, 
and of happineſs, into theſe of — and 
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ealvde: them in fin, and guilt—nay fo far 
bas the perverſion of this principle pre- 
vailed over ſome, and ſo much have they 
been afraid of incurring the diſeſteem of 
the many, and the great; that they have 
publicly diſowned and denied, what they 
have ſecretly avowed, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, and falſified pres» — in the 
moſt. groſs and ſhocking manner, this 
was the caſe of the apoſtle Peter, who 
though he was one of the firſt. of our 
Lord's diſciples; and of thoſe Who con- 
andy attended him, and in the time of 
his diſtreſs did nat deſert him as did the 
other diſciples, vet (which was worſe) 
baſely denied bim, and enen ſwore, that he 
did not ſo much a8 know his 5, an in- 
ſtance this of puſilanimit | 
and" ſhame, that, muſt have deſtroyed his 
character for ever, had he not afterwards 
ſeen-it himſelf in ſo ſtrong a light, as bit- 
terly t repent that want of r Ut 
which betrayed him into ſo baſe and be. 
ful an action; and in co 


of to be and avow with the grea 
re 
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boldbeſe that Chriſtian cauſe, which he 
had on this oecaſion ſb macenly. betrayed. 
Thus Acts iv, 8, Ne. we grad, chat Peter 


filled. with the Holy Ghaſt, ſaid unto the 


rulers of the people, and eldets of Iſtsel⸗ 
« Be it known unto you all and to the 
% people. of Iſrael, that by the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth: whom ye cr 

**, cified, whom. God raiſed from the dead, 
1 eyen by 
before you whcle : this is the ſtona. 
vchich was ſet at naughit af ov build- 


ers, which is beccime [the head of the 
85 Farmer neither is there: falyation in any 
** other,” , And we! we toll alſo, Ads 


v. 29, &c. that Peter and the other apc 


ſtles, when they had been forbidden by 
or ſupteme council of the 
Jews to teach in the nem of Jeſus an- 


the Sanhedrim, 


{weed boldly, 'f* We ought ta obey God 


rather than mens it follows, 85 the 
000 of our fathers raiſed; up Jeſus, 
hom ge ſlew and hanged on a tree; 


5 him bath God exalted. with bis right 
« hand, * be A; Peigen, and a Saviour, 
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ne is 3 11 meet in theſe 
Hallagrn, which ſeem evidently to imply 
that he diſtinguiſhed) himſelf upon thoſe 
. and indeed ſuch a conduct was 
Bighly requiſite in order to retrieve / his 
ing his weeping bitterly for what he had 
done, mult have: had a e ne ore in- 
amy A e qt. Of z LE 


ah Bo+ to 8 Aa 080 ſtance 
to the apoſtle Peter's denying a and 
friend, —we may reckon. n the caſe of thoſe 
Who give up, and renounce all the ap- 
Pearances of -chriſtianity,” for fear of being 
in diſgrace with thoſe whoſe company 
they keep. To what elſe can we al- 
cetibe the conduct of thoſe, who reject 
Ani, without their once ſeriouſly 

entering 


2 


— 203 

enteting intn the merits of it, and examinm· 
ing the principles and evidences by which 
it is ſupported ?? I mean thoſe, who to- 
tally neglect all ee, * ame: wor- 


. ee 3 Lond i .and 
his apoſtles ;"-as alſo thoſe; who though 
they ſometimes attend public aſſemblits, 

that are engaged in chriſtian worſhip, yet 
do it becauſe they have nothing elſe to do; 
or from a principle of curioſity, or nouel- 
ty; to ſee and to be ſeen by thoſe aſ⸗ 
ſemblies, and not out of any regard to the 
true and important ends of this divine in- 
ſtitution, or the authority, by which it is 
enforced. In this as well as other re- 
ſpects, we have reaſon to think that mul- 
titudes are governed in their conduct by 
the opinions of others: and that oſten- 
times a fe perſons of figure, and fortune 
in the world, have drawn vaſt numbers in- 
to a ſervile | imitation of their examples; 
and thereby eſtabliſned a kind of mode or 
faſhion, which induces many more to quit 
all ptetenſions to chriſtianity, rather than 
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incur the cenſure of ſingularity and 
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ciferiels; dy- not conforming thats ſelves 40 


the taſte . Here then we ſee 
that-: ſame: prineiple which induced the 
apoſtle Peter wilds end. aud maſten 
dice, 2 people afraid „ the. 
public and general; vote; - nay even leads 
then to facrifice the moſt "is A = 

101 en EN] 
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Bor I ſhall eee eee 
ſtance, which if it does not fully come 
up to, yet at leaſt does greatly 


the inſtances alteady produced: I mean 


the caſe of thoſe, who are aſhamed open- 
ly to eſpouſe the cauſe of chtiſtian liber- 
ty. — this a ſubject that deſerves to be con- 
fidered very largely and diſtinctly; and in 


order to a right view of it, let it be ob- 


privileges, which the great founder: of our 


religion, has annexed to the profeſſion of 
it, this is one, — that as members of the 


chriſtian church, we are all independent 
of ether in point of * that 


we 
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61 Of ibef Wand way: Kr aa 2 07 | 
we are to cal no man er on e rt 2 
but that every. 0 ee member i is to ex | 


5 84 to n his 15 Eb, and | 
practices: and this has been | juſtly elleem⸗ 

ed, by alf that have rig hly conſidered, i 455 
as 4 glorious privilege , 25 hs chriſtian x 
gion, ,—— The. goſpe el in this view of i it. 

may be regarded as a ſpecial inter pofal th 
the ever bleſſed God, in behalf 25 the 
moſt ſacred rights an 4. iberties 6 0 man- 
kind; in oppoſition | to. the haughty 2 
impious claims of covetous, and prou 

men, that would lord it over God's he- 
ritage ; and affine t6 themſelves to be 80. 
vernors and Judges i in affairs that are too | 
important to be referred. to ſuch weak ar- 
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Ir ſhould be er obſerved, 4 at 
notwithſtanding the religious liberties,” of 
mankind have been thus ſolemnly ratified 
and confirmed by a divii wine Eien? Z yet | 


under cover of this 1 very revelation, and 


pretence of patronizing and defendinlg it, 
men 


men have ctabliſhed ; a i + aſi ſurpation 
over the conſciences of their fellow ſub- 
| jects than perhaps ever prevailed in the 
* world before. Thus the prieſthood firſt 
of all aſſumed and afterwards ſeized upon, 
what is called eccleſiaſtical authority i in 
the chriſtian church; in conſequence of 
which, civil eſtabliſhments of religion have 
taken place 1 in. all the kingdoms of Eu- 
rope; in which it is particularly defined 
| by human laws, in what manner chri- 
| ſtians ſhall profeſs their religion, and. in 
what terms, and with what Ceremonies 17 
1285 pubbcly worſhip God. 


3 


e theſe impoſition of ck 
authority ſome have ariſen in almoſt all 
ages, and born their public teſtimony, 
by ſtanding faſt in that liberty wherewith 
' Chriſt made them free: and in conſe- 
quence, have been obliged to ſubmit, ſome 
to cruel tortures and deaths, others to pe- 

In nalties and diſcouragements, greater or leſs, 
5 | according to the ſeverity of the reſpective 
1 governments under which they lived, 
| but univerſally they have been branded 
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tics, by thoſe eſtabliſhed: churches, from 
which they have taken the liberty to diſ- 
ſent. And as they conſtantly have, and 
probably always will have a majority 
againſt them, who, in appearance at leaſt, 
do ſubmit to human authority in religi- 
ous matters, ſo their hardſhips muſt be 
the greater in proportion to the ſmallneſs 
of their number. Now among thoſe, 
who publicly conform to civil eſtabliſh- 
ments of religion, and join in public wor- 
ſnip with thoſe who take upon them to 
appoint new terms of communion, or ſuch 
as were not appointed by our Lord and his 
apoſtles, it is certain there are many Who 
in their hearts approve of that chriſtian * | 
betty, which in appearance they deſert ;— 
who openly avow, and contribute to coun- 
tenance and ſupport that authority, which 
in their real ſentiments, and their private 
converſation they give up as an uſurpation 
not to be juſtified upon the principles of 
chriſtianity, which they allow to be clear- 
ly on the fide of liberty, and oppoſite to 
50 ane * in matters, that are 
KID fi. potely 


purely telgious . Tht conduct: of ſuch as 
theſe loaks 400 much dikp being aſbamad 


210 Oftbyfolpanddaigerafbeing Sem Il. 


of our Lord and his words, ias they hAVe 
not the reſolution to act: openly npen:the 
goſpel plan, when they ſee; great numbers 
and powers appearing » againſt. it —and 


that which greatly: aggravates this umjuſti- 


fable behavior is, that the peace and well- 
being of [mankind + en W 
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private judgment in religion, ſnould be 
preſerved in their utmaſt extent, is 
matter of the greateſt icportance to man- 
kind, ſince this is the only effectual bat 
againſt perſecution, which has introduced 
ſo much diſorder and confuſion into the 
world, and made ſuch havock among the 
ſons of men, as it is very ſhocking to xe- 
flect upon, much more to thoſe that have 
ſeverely felt the effects of it. It is tee 


the ſpirit of perſecution does not run ſo 


high at preſent, as it has in, former ages; 
but if the principles from which. it -re- 


ocived. ſtrength and encouragement are ſtill 
eſpouſed, 


Sein. — O ar 
eſpouſcu; and Aibdided 4 is" Ventainily 
the: duty f all chrintan 
<ially; FO! W give tlieir publie teſtiwory 
them, Ahr, if poflible;* there may 
wet bg? che Jean Toutdation, "left tc raiſe 
any future Perſecution upon; that no d- 
ſorbance may overmore be given to the 
peace of thoſe he are” determined to 
abide by their goſpel privileges, and 0 
maintain their right of diſſenting from hu- 
man authority, and judging 575 . e 

in all n rf matters. u ES.» 
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eſſential part of the goſpel diſpenſation, 
has not been ſo generally and fully con- 
ſidered as it ought to have been. The 
golpel inſtead of ſapporting the elaims 
of human authority, advanced by eove- 
tous and ambitieus men, is direer le- 
velled againſt them, and tends, in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, to diſappoint and n 
them. 8 much the more ſhameful 
and diſnonourable then is the cout of 
thoſe, who are ſenſible of this, and yet 


meanly deſert thoſe principles of the goſ- 
pel, which have ſo generous and friendly 
P: 2 an 
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kind which were intended to-reſeue men 
out of the hands of their religious op- 


preſſors, to difcountenance the views. -of 


ly ambition, and. to eſtabliſh the ſpirit 


ol e and freedom, which is the 
life and ſoul of religion. In what light 
N can we regard thoſe, who are aſhamed 
of our Lord and his. words, when we con- 


der him as aſſerting in the [ſtrongeſt 


terms the principles of religious liber- 
ty 2 — ls it not an inexcuſable cowardice 
to diſown ſo worthy and important a 
cauſe, and which from the great ori- 


| 1 5 it, we are aſſured wn aer 


"vs: 8 ir will bs objected; he 


| if men have not the courage and ſpirit, 


which is requiſite in order to maintain any 
cauſe, this ſeems to be a defect in nature, 


and conſequently it is not to be imputed 


to them, ſince they cannot act with mort 
ſpirit than what ar are . en- 
See with. Tai: any of 2bÞ!: 
og $141 0 1 „ To 


aſbaited of the W Obejts 213 
81 0 5 1 if $44——Fhaþ has are 
confideritions attending the merits: of eve> 
ry good cauſe, which, when. duly. weighed, 
Baye s natutal tendency to raiſe the ſpirits 
and the courage of all mankind, land to 
confirm: their .xeſplution. in, the! ſuppert: of 
i; but that if men will not ſeriouſly and 
duly weigh the circumſtances and conſe- 
quences of any cauſe i they cannot bs ex- 
caſed; if they ſibuld treat it in an un- 
worthy manner. Beſides, natutt itſelf 
teaches us to blame thoſe; who are "guilty 
of cowardice in a cauſe, which: they might 
have known, and which they do know to 
be; godd and excellent; which is a in- 
conteſtible; proof ef its being à blame - 
worthy and unjuſtifiable thing - and 
farther, if there was a certain degree of 
courage: natural in every man, Which was 
a EI -:0F diminiſnhed. which 
the bbjection ſuppoſes, then it Would ſeem 
dts make, uſe of arguments and mo- 
tives to ſtrengthen an confirm ĩt Which 
yet has been looked upon as a reaſ 
able: and good practiee by all manitind- 
* finally, we all, I preſume find by 
gatyn "Ty experience, 
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N . is certain a 
he Himſelf had very different thoughts of it 


upon reflection, as Ibelicye all other perſons 
have had who have ever read the paſ-. 


ſages Aud indeel upon the whole, if 


want ef ogurage may be alledged a4 2 
juſb excuſe: for a pet ſon : acting at unbe- 
4 — any aſfeit,- ben bens! 52 
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hoe and reſolution enough to act the part 
him; and Wr 
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this rlis7 onder :1 to be more uſeful in che 
world, and even to ſetve that v ape & of 
liberty; e e oſe. 
Wh 139 $62 | 4022, ene avact of ! 1 7 Zy of 
Bor this u ie to be feared /is often 
* uſe of as an excuſe merely; when it 
is not the real, but only the pretended mo- 
tive of their conduct, who * Beſides, 
n id no uncommon caſe an 
to impoſe upon themſelves in this :af- 
fi to fancy. that they are: purſuing 
the:ipublic: good, whilſt» in fact they are 
wholly governed by a view to their on 
private intereſt. But admitting that pub- 
ke ufefumen is the chief point in view, to 
thoſe that act the part now under conſidera- 
i nʒ yet they would do well to reflect, he- 
rher the inſincere and inconſiſtent part which 
they act is not a great bar to the uſeful- 
neſs, which they profeſd to aim at! and 
; whether in all probability, they would not 
more effectually promote all the intereſts 
of 'mankind by acting mote agreeably to 
be and godly ſincerity; by fairly 
and openly acknowledging and confiſtent- 
Ha maintaining thoſe- chriſtian principles 
= 5 | "" 
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portance to the interefts' and happinels 
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of the cauſe, but of the men, who pretend to 
3 o of whom it has r 


civil and human eſtubliſments of.. 
gion, to wit, in impoſing unſcriptural 
terms of communion Rut "let tlioſe 
the mean while; the true anſwer? to>the 
Piel seems to be this; That 
there 
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: ee ue, eriſian, ene in this 8 
ſure) that to which I now addr my⸗ 
ſelf is one, to which this objection 
cahnot be: juſtly made For in; theſe ſo- 
tietie@.u09 Deg pitted, or ever 
a 1 of dre bade ſociety's Judging 
for: any partic nember of it i but all 
are: nun one «nd adviſrte footig,: - United 

by general prnfaſſiun of a belief in Je- 
ſas} and the doctrine which: hb taught; 
he -e nr IP en. 
no fits: e ha- 
dy for diſſoring in his ſuntiments from a 

majarity, or even: from. the whole ody. 
= this I hombly eh a 
cle af teen e a0 dan Sever be . 
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To ſam up the whole of this matten. 
hene men in apprarance deſert a cauſe 
wikich: they! inwardly appront, and their 
66— T3 to thoſe 
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alledge ſbch reaſons! of their condu@;" as 


may ſorbtimes- xppear: ſariaſaKtory, t leaſt 
plauſible t men; but chow far; thefs) rea 


moe ibn, wilb zuſtiſy them in 


the fight: of: God, is andiher queſtion; 


which cannot be fully deriner : in hi 


world. IIb is certain hawevepi at leaſt 
highly probable, that there have—been; 


and are, m 5altly chargeible iH be- 
ing aſhamad of our Saviour and of his. 


who a® the part which I. have juſd del 
ſcribed are df that number, muſt be leſt 
to that Beling, who ſearches the e e 
tries the reind of the childreg/ of mei! 
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appears probable, that either t 
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Win if not tie prevented, if men 
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words, 1 Cor. xv. 35 38. But ſome 


« up, and with what body do they 
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that he can raiſe or produce out of theſe | 
terreſtrial” and corruptible bodies of out. 
cleſtial, glorious, and immortal ones, or 
ch as | he; ſees! to be the - moſt fit and 


ris in a Future fate, | 
0 what: manner God | will 5 this, is 
. more our concern, at preſent, to en- 
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conſidered as a part of that light that is 
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pel Perhaps it will be ſaid, that the re- 
ſurrection of the body, ſeems to have 
been believed by the Jews before Chriſt's 
coming, and conſequently that it is no 
part of the new light of chriſtianity | for 
the Saducees ſeem to have been diftin- 
FO from the reſt of the Jews by their 
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lieved, is not meant the reſutrection of the 
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hap 3* wift it ende thereby be 15 
d donde ut 181 ridicyſe of thoſe that fe- 
ject it? © And will not” thöfs who have 
contributed to give it ſuch an unamiable 
and dark appearance, be in ſome meaſure 
chargeable with conſequences that do ſo 
neceſſarily attend their conduct, though 
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Tis greatly to be 1 withed thas tha pro- 
ſeſſors of chriſtianity: in | general, and the 
patrons, and expounders of it in particular, 
would preſerve a more ſteady regard to the 
honor and geputation of that religion in 
theworld'; and take heed that it be not 
deſpiſed ixhrough their means. If the 
light that is in thee, ſays our Lord, be dark- q 
as how great is that darkneſs” -: 
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myſelf ſervant to all, that gain 1Þe more. 
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5 Tur part which te: ants bim- 
ſelf to have acted in the words of the 
text, has been made uſe of by ſome, as 8 
an objection againſt his fincerity ; ;—whilſt 


others have eſteemed it a com mendable 


and uſeful part, and highly worthy to be 
| Imitated as an example, by all that 9 * 
underſtand it — What the a poſtle did, 
e this: with a "Yip or one date 
the law of Moſes, he argued upon prin- 
ciples taken from that law, in order to 
convince him of the truth and importance 
of chriſtianity. With a Gentil, or 
not under that law, he did not argue up- 
on the fame principles as before,” becauſe 
that would have been evidently to 1b Por- 
poſe; but he reaſoned upon ſuch princi- 
ples as were eſpouſed by the Gentiles, who 
payed no regard to the law of Moſes, even even 
the principles of natural religion, wich 
all mankind muſt admit. And with very 
weak people indeed, he thought himſelf 


obliged to argue upon principles which they 
7 8 Were 


* 


he diſcourſed n all men on 1 
Principles, in order to induce chem to 
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"21 WIr rurn this was a a juſtifiable 
or no, is a ic 
means to be over ſlightly; ſince it 
ſeems Evidently to have been the practice 
or our Lord, and his”: | 


I Ax aware that many will be 
ay om this- occaſion, that it looks like a 
Piece of Cifrelpect to our Saviour to ſuffer 
t of his conduct to be called in 
queſtion and that it would be more de- 
cent and becoming to infer ; that becauſe 
our Savio our did it, therefore it was juſti- 
flable, and right. But I beg leave to 
ſerve, that Chriſt never expected ſuch 2 
_ compliment as this to be paid to him. 
I he had, he would not have addrefied 


59% hs 
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au en vingiont Ie a 
1 his fel manner „ Bolides, 
what. would: that falth in him be Worth 
which was not the effect of rational 

conviction, but the mere effect of caprice 
and humour. But perhaps it Will be. ab- 
jected, that our Saviour does not always 3 


as 18 here ſoppaſed,: but ghar he 


abſolute and petemptory manner: 
esp ye believe, that I am he, * a 
die in og ſins. — 1 which it may be 
propoſal i in this an e, obtedly. a 
reaſonable one, that is, founded upon 53 
and, ſufficient. evidences of the truth of 
what he would have them aſſent to; and 
conſequently it was their inattention to 
them, and their ſtrong. prejudices: againſ 
would die in their ſins: and not that he 
would have them to believe him the 
ſiah merely u he affirmed himſelf; ſo ſo 
LOS hne 25 22 find 18093 ow 
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not bear a ſtrict exatninaticr 

perhaps they are Ant — But it u added, 

| that the apoſtle by ſo doing, did E 
ly pretend to be of the fue mind With 
| thoſe® weak. . ; it the, dan ee 
aj aa,” 


_ thoſe + thy, agg hae Mii a Ni 


are prejudicial to the horior” of God, > and 
to the intereſt of true religion, an a vi. 
tue. But to this I think it ma 
P. replied,— That it has been a tneth6d 'of 
arguing univerſally allowed by mankind; 
to turn we weapons of an Enechy ag 
himſelf; and to Confute of convince an an- 
tagoniſt out of His own mouth no was 
it ever juſtly pretended, that a man whs 
makes uſe of the prineiples of an ad- 
verſary againſt him, is thereby under 
ſtood to eſpouſe thoſe Prineiples, or to 
acknowledge 64K for his own.——Thus in 
the + parable of the talents,” Matt: tv. 2 
it is ſaid of the ſlothful ſervatit, . that h 
hid his Lord's talent in ie eat, 
withont any kind of improvemest, and 
gave it for a reaſon, *© that he Knew His 
0 | Lord 
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inferring from it, that he ought for that 
ve reaſon: to Have. improved the talent 
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From which paſſ get ſeems to appear; 
the ſame - miraculous; cures with thoſe of 
our. PRs and that his deſign in this 
er} was not brenne the fact. 
oy to bew them 
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forings ard evidently adapted: wy th cha- 
cken _ capacities of theſs wreak ary 


catiom, Thus — — 4 

when che es aſlaesd Chtiſt Nhe wi 

bist neigibeur, whom he was obliged! to 

love as bümtelf-Our Lord did net give | 

num the-dirc& and full anſwet, & thut He 

a was to regard every” mat upon ant ds 

| he mighbour 22. but told Rm a Rete 

man w eee 
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rbulſly relieved and taken cars off by a 

doch Surhüritan; by“ whlen whe dogg, 
infiguated? to him that he ſouls 
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wei on ation) and againſt all others; 
as they conſidered the Meſſiah, 4 4 er 
ſon that was to be ſent to t 

ow their CR W ; as. they thought 


this- opinion would not 
e 1 or 1 b. 
IIrtt — 
caſe, ho can juſtly 
, for accommodating 
bimſelk to -theſs: prejudices; ſo far as he 
might: without hurting the cauſe of :chri- 
ſtian liberty, charity, and truth? Eſpe⸗ 
| the fake of ſerving and promoting this 
cauſe, that he complied ſo far with the 
Et. Jewiſh church, as he did. If it be 

- _ theught'thatiſuc a compliance was not 
| al incumberit on St. Pud,vindpringithe 
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„ an culiarly deffgned f for che 
ae of the Gentiles, —lIt ſhould be ob- 
/ that the body of te Jewiſh" peo- 
ple ſeem even at that time, Acts ii. 5. “ to 
e been diſperſed” over the face of the 
art rh; inſomuch that there were pro- 
bly, 4 conſiderable number of "theſe, in 
ve 8 church which the apoſtle” planted. 
And as theſe Were the expeckants of 
the Meſfiah, and in all probability) em- 
bruced chriſtianity as founded upon the 
I of the Old Teſtament, ſo it 
was highly requiſite | that” St. Paul ſhould 
have 4 particular regard to the principles. 
and prejudices of ſuch as theſe.” Accord- 
ingly we find, that he ſeems, upon ſome 
particular octifions®* to admit, that tlie 
1 —— Was only intended as a diy ine meſ- 
ſenger to the Jewiſh nation, and conſe- 
quetitly, that they only were intereſted f in 
the benefits of his goſpel. © It was ne- 
ceffary (fays he) that the word of God 
ſhould firſt be preached to you, "but eins * 
ye put it from you, and judge ourſelves 5 
unwony of "everlaſting life, lo we turn 
to' thi Gentiles.” As if he had faid, you 
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ples,. 7 nk i ater, that, to. the Ge 
which t as a nation, have rej ec 
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the greater part of the xith chapter. to che 
Romans is founded upon this ſuppoſition, 
that ſalvation came to the Gentiles, through 
the fall of the Jews, or that the unbelics. i 
of the latter was the cauſe of God's ſhew-. 
ing merey to. the former. Which we are 
not to take in ſo ſevere and rigorous a me- 
thod of interpretation, as to underſtand, 
hereby that God, was more merciful. tothe: 
Gentile world than he intended to have 
been, purely becauſe the Jews werg di, 
obedient} and unbelieving. But the chap- 
ter is, I humbly conceiye, to be, andere 
ſtood in a way of accommodation. — ni 
principles that almoſt, univerſally preyailed, N 
among the Jews, and intended to tix. . 
them up to, an emulation of the chriſtian . 


s 2 4&7 © nw 


W ne they ſo much exceeded. the Jows,. 
who. . rather to ve 2 hem. 


" exattly | 
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 in,which he ſeemed m admit their opinion 


that, the, Meſſiah c kingdom belonged only 


to; theme To the fame; purpoſe our Lord 


a his. giſciples expteſely, Matt: xv. 24. 
that The mans not Cent but to the: Joſt 
of the houſe, of Iſr And to 
he. ſent his eee poſs at 
Go not into the way of che Gen- 
«tj iles, mor any. city. of the Samaritans z 
* but $89, rather to, the loſt: ſheep: of the 
„Beule of. Iſrach;” rage: x. 5,642, Hence 


the, apoſtle. having faid, /**, that Jeſus Chriſt 


4 5 oppaſter, are the circumciſion _ 
« mil mat unto the cite, de _ 
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inp bm the? Jo in their p 1 
againſt the Gentiles, and to eſtabliſh th 
in their fond opinion that "HEY Tours re Rl 
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to continue the only fai * people” of 
God, excluſive of the reſt of mankind — 
To which I anſwer, had the Jews received 
our Lord as veſted with a divine 
ſion and character, his doctrine would 
have ſufficiently inſtructed them in more 
worthy notions of God and mankind. From 
hence they would have learnt, that all 
the pecuſiar favours, which they had hi- 
therto enjoyed as a people, were only pre- 
le to the n * nc 

a” the 
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God was to be fully diſplayed, and an uni- 
peoerlal tender of his grace and favour to be 
made to all, that would qualify, themſelves 


to become the proper objects of it. For 
rhe en Crore in this r 


 venanits, and encloſures as; breaks, down 
every. ſuch partition wall, by. which, the fa- 
point of divine favor; repreſenting to. all | 
men the only way by which that favor may 13 
bo ſecured in time and in eternity... ...- 
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venant; a covenant of a different; nature 
from all the covenants with the Jews, 
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which evidently conſiſted in temporal di- 
Mons and priyileges, and Which were 
to-vaniſh upon the eee 8a- 
vii. m_ e theſe thir 
kw yaa 155 leving in too much light ups 
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gottry and ſvperſſition, and: could by n- 
means bear as vet che n. A 


9 N 


n very prog ever . 
therefore? reſented —_— high affrönt, 
that the uneirenmeiſed Gentiles ould be 
put upon a ſooting a on the 
| other hand, it is eG“ OG Gen⸗ 
tiles treated theſe prejudices” of theirs with 
very great contempt; and that they re- 
proached or ridiculed them for their ſu- 
perſtition“ But let us fee what was the 
Freue 1 Wards ther 
greet: —— purpoſes of the goſpel of 
Chriſt. This is very largely diſplayed in 

his epiſtle to the Romans, the chief deſign 
of which is, by condeſcending to the pre- 
Judices of che Jews, to attempt to recon- 
cile them to the Gentile converts, and to 
induce them to live in perfect chriſtian 
unity and affection with each other: =The 
mY  chaprer'enurnerates the many and abo- 


minable 
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minable vices that had abounded among 
the idolatrous Gentiles; from whencemight 
eaffly be Teen of what great benefit and 
| tage the goſpel" diſpenſation was to 
them, And how” much they ſtood in need 
of vine e grace and mercy, as well as of the 
inftriations of tlie göſpel, to ſet them right 
in the great points of reli ligion Ahe ſe- 
a c 19 mews- that the Jews. were 
dil int kedfable as the Gentiles, and that 
Ale ee de equally cod in 9020 of the 
goſpel, in which the Goctrine of repens 
tance is inculcated and enforced in ſo hap- 
py. A manner. —Here it is obſervable that 
he apoſtle ſays in the'25th verſe, ddfe- 
ing Himſelf to a Jew, 0 | Circumciſion ve- 
rily profiteth if thou "keep | the lay; that 
is, vou may \ value ourſelves as highly as 
you pleaſe, upon your being the deſcen- 
oo of Abraham, Provided you keep the 
hw :—but otherwiſe, von boaſt of that 
which will do you no good; for God is 
an impartial judge, and will not be im- 
poſed upon.—In the third chapter, he. in- 
troduces a debate between himſelf and a 
Jew, who demands of him whether there 
2s as * 4 was 


6 


and What it was? —The apoſtle: allows 
a many advantages, but chiefly chat of 
having the oracles of God committed to 
+ Sa In the third verſe, he makes the 
Je to object thus: 40 What if ſome did 
not believe? Shall their unbelief make 
the faith of God of none effect? (a. d.) 
what if ſome of the Jews were unfaithful 
and diſobedient? - Shall that deſtroy... the | 
faithfulneſs and veracity of God, in his 
promiſe to Abraham, and his | poſterity ? 
The anſwer is in the fourth — 5 * God 
forbid.” —In the next verſe the objecting 
Je carries his ſuppoſition ſomewhat far- 
ther, —* If our unrighteouſpeſs, ſays he, 
commend the righteouſneſs. of God, what 
ſhall we fay?” That is, ſuppoſing. the 
whole Jewiſh nation, haye been very lin- 
ful people, yet this ſinfulneſs would wore 
ſtrongly recommend the righteouſneſs, or 
faithfulneſs of God, , if he kept, his. co- 
venant with Abraham, by continuing his 
| ſeed a peculiar and favorite People, not- 
withſtanding their great provocations. At. 
ter FP. the objector Occ: « Is not God 
|  unrighteous 


k, 
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 uncighteous who taketh vengeance?” That 
is, Is not God repreſented as an untighte- 


Ip or unfaithful Being, by ſuppoſing that 


he will take vengeance on the Jewiſh, na- 
tion, for their ſins, in ſo ſevere a manner 


and peculiar privileges which they enjoy 
in ee 4 God's covenant with 
Abraham? To which it is replied, in 
the fixth verſe, God forbid, - ſor then 
how. ſhall God judge the world.” That 


is, God forbid that any ſhould repreſent 
him as uncighteous, Who is the judge of 


all the earth!— The objector continues, and 
/ finiſhes his of n in the ſeventh; verſe, 
_ <<: For, wn: he, if the truth of God has 
more abounded (more conſpicuouſly ap- 


peared) through my lie, or my ſin, why 


am I yet condemned as a ſinner ? The 
apoſtle anſwers in the eighth verſe to this 
effect, And why do you not rather ſay, 


Let us do evil that good may come? As 


ſome have ſlanderouſſy reported me to 
have ſaid In the ninth verſe. he puts the 
whole upon this iſſue? . Are we Jews in 
fact better n men chan the Gentiles If Then 
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Sinbad lvs eee eee :Wthhocn 
the e and Genche; and confirms it 
by citations frem the Old Teſtament: and 
mnſers that neithef the one, — other 
cCobuld be juſtiffed, or admitted: to a "Rate 
ef diſtinguiſbed favor, 'by{ cheir Works, 
vert 20. * Thereore by the deeds: of the 
law {hall no fleſh be"juſtified in his Spht; 
Or as he ſays in the twentycthird' verſe, 
*.'\All have ſinned; and come Thott of the 
_ glory:of God; that is, have fallen hott 
of giving chat glory to God, which they 
ought to have done by their” obedience. 
Therefore he adds in the next verſe to this 
eſſcct, chat whoever are juſtified, or fa- 
„ eee muſt be juſ- 
Ae 
demption That is in Joſs Chriſt, whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, or 
(as it Thould have been rendered) a mercy | 
_ feat, through faith in his blood,” to de- 
clare his righteouſneſs (his juſtifying good- 
neſs, or mercy) for the remiſſion of fins 
that are paſt, 87 uh the forbeatance”of 
G04. Mi 3! | 1 £22081] LIT „ns 
| Hers 


Hinz the apoſtle evidently I "Lis 
manner of expreflion to the pri 2 80 
4 conοy of che Jewiſh pho 8 
der che Moſic diſpenſation ;” which, t ho 
but à temporuty thing, and to give way 
ton mor excellent inftitution of the gol- 
pel of bur Saviour, —yvet as the Jews ha 
been bret up in a tri obſervance of all 
the branches of it, ſo it was proper to re- 
reſent dur Lord, under füch allufons as 
were mol familiar to them; and which 
would moſt N 3 n. 
and his: n | a 
ingly he here Spes CH to "the 
ede, Which lay or the ark of the 
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by the practice of an apoſtle it may 
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before recited, was, a-ſufficient, bar againſt. 
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circumciſed, Chriſt would. profit t them no- 
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„ fw. that they walked not uprightly ac- 
. © cording” to the” truth of the goſpel, i 
e ſaid unto Peter before them all; if thun 
«. being a Jew, liveſt after the manner we. - 
t the Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, 
«why com pelleſt thou the Gentiles to live 
« as do the Jews.” — Here the fact ſeems 
plainly to have ſtood thus: Peter was ful- F 
ly convinced in his own mind, that the 
Gentile converts were qualified to be re- 
ceived to chriſtian: fellowſhip and commu- 
nion, without conforming to any of the | 
Moſaic rites. But the zealots among the, 
| Jewiſh chriſtians, were not of this opinion. 
For fear therefore of diſguſting theſe latter, | 
Peter would not ſo much as eat with the 
former, 
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me che rz iht eftsbhünment of ch 
and! which were no leſs wiſely! Gidonth 
fined ipen” the death” of his apoſtles;44 
Have been moſt impudently pretended te 
be continued to this day in the chr 
church. Accordingly the appearance of 
miracles have been made uſe of to counte- 
nance and ſupport the moſt groſs and im- 
pious ſubverſtons of the chriſtian religion, 


ſuch as the worſhip of ſaints and images, 


with many other abſurd doQtines and rites 
of popery. We may alſo obſerve,” the 
Lord's Supper, which was appointed on- 

ly as a comtnemorative rite, has been 
turned into a ſacrifice of atonement for 
the ſins of the living and of the des 

and that the prieſt, who is ſuppoſed to 
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Chri- But the greateſt miracle in this 
caſe” is, that the common people are in- 
duced to believe, that ſuch a miracle is 
wrought here purely upon the authority of 
the prieſthood, though it ſtands in direct 
oppoſition to all their ſenſes. After this, 
indeed, we cannot wonder to ſee people 
poſſeſſed with a ſtrong belief of modern 
miracles, when we find them ſo eaſily in- 
duced to ſwallow ſo monſtrous an abſur- 
dity.— The time would fail me to ſpeak 
diſtinctly of the infinitely various fopperies, 
and ſuperſtitions that have been, by de- 
grees, introduced into religion by the church 
of Rome, and of all their abſurd and con- 
tradictory doctrines; in moſt of which 
may be diſcovered, by an impartial and 
attentive obſervet, the viſible marks of im- 
poſture, and delufion; as 8 eaſily as among 
the heathen prieſthoc of old, who hac 


the art and addreſs to induce the people to 
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bulk of mankind, ſhould employ them 
in ſo baſe and unworthy a manner, as, 
inſtead of edifying and improving the un- 


derſtandings of others, to corrupt and abuſe 
them! that inſtead of rightly directing. 


the pureſt and beſt affections of the hu- , 


man mind, towards their proper object, E 


the ſource. of all perfection and happi- 
neſs, they ſhould endeavour to divert them 
to objects the moſt improper and unwor- 
thy, by multiplying and miſrepreſenting, 
the wiſeſt and the beſt of all Beings! that 
they ſhould ſo far deface and deſtroy. the 


divine image in themſelves, as to be capa- 


ble of. deſigning and endeayouring to de- | 
ſtroy that image in others: and to make 
uſe of the moſt awful and ſacred authority, 


even that of the eternal God, in order to 


countenance and ſupport thoſe things, that 
are directly contrary and ſubverſive of 


chat authority, and of all the good and 
happy influences of it among men! This 


I oe. Is amazing impiety: as it is mani- 


. 


Od 1 


w_ A Sis 


derm! X. and. falſe religion. Pe 309 
God; the purity of religion, and the in- 
terell and liberties of mankind; ;—and all 
this for the fake of ſupporting and ad- 
vancing the temporal honor and intereſt 
of ſuch perſons, as are of all men the 
moſt unworthy” to live upon the face of the 
earth j—as having the higheſt obligations 
to God, on account of the advantages they 
enjoy, and at the ſame: time making __ 
moſt n ei and 1 returns. 
„91 - 26 80 AOL} Hr: tos (7. EF is 

Bur a8 s we juſtly: Mank as at the 
impiety and wickedneſs of thoſe who have 


bes Fase. concerned in "AE 


with regard to lien i we rs rea- 
ſon to wonder alſo at the ſtupidity and n- 
attention of mankind, who have fuffered 
themſelves to be ſo groſsly impoſed upon ? 
that they have ſo little attended to the 
voice of reaſon, the nobleſt gift of God! 
that thoſe” who have enjoyed the goſpel; 
intended toe afſiſt, to ſtrengthen, and con- 
aſonings, have ſo eaſily g 
up their right of judging for + themſelves 
TART « "XY | am 


319 The nature of cove. germ. x. 
by that rule —It is te, men. gf great 
abilities and authority in the | chriſtian 
church, have endeavoured to perſuade the 
Chriſtian people that they have no right to 
judge for themſelves, and that they ought 
in point of prndence, as well as duty to 
refer themſelves do dhe judgment of the 
church; chat is, to thoſe who would have 
men look on them as the goyernors of 
it.—But the plain tendengy of this doc- 
trine and manifeſt deſign of thoſe that re- 
commend. it, one would Sg ſhould in- 
| duce all ſober and. conſiderate 
nes: it, with abh 
liberty. whocrich. Chriſt has made. them 
free; and it muſt be owned, to their 
immortal honor, that ſame have ariſen, in 
almoſt, every age of, the chriſtian church, 
and gloriouſiy diſting | 
the defence. of this cauſe : 10 chongh, they 
have to often been borne down. by dint 
of numbers, or fallen a ſacrifice to [pri ieftly 
2 a — to En Wore 


4 * 


| '3 Tuar 


ger K. and fall relig., gu 
. 1 Ty n the Sarresdab ndr IN- ' 
conſiſtencies that hape been. intr 
to religign, haue generally; been -ſapported | 
by the, vgice/ of the multitude: We have 
an inſtange of this in the texts for, when 
er would have made his defence, 
den all gried out with ane velcer it Great 
is Diana of the Epheſians,” Andogs the 
voice of the multitude, was againſt him, 
hae was obliged! to ſuppreis whatiche! was 
bout to Alledge, andi be totally ſilent . 
If; be. enquired What it was that the 
multitude were ſo. much concerned; about, 
and ſo cclamorouſly defended,—iti will ap- 
pear toi have been nothing but d::denab 
idol, withont ſenſe or motion; which they 
ſuppoſed: indeed to bs! the eee the 
did go where: exiſt, bur i in. che ,imagios- 
tions, gf thoſe that worſhipped: her, 80 
that they deified. their own: fancies, and 
then made images to. repreſent; what had | 
nenne gu iſtenoe. Thus was thethea- 
n world deluded by. empty ſhadows and 
vain appearances, in an affair moſt * 
ant to their happiness. 


Ai Nen 54 a: 9 | 
world deviaicd'lefs From !the erden lr 
"hay which the: Papiſts Net Up an 
their churches, aH⁰¹iD to "Whiel ine) pay d 
1 religious wdeſnipf are at at beſt; hüt 'repfe- 
ſentations f bodies which' be hb ſince 
moulder 3 a Bade 
not property any bei all, nor can have 
it But By new! creuting power f G69. 
And fill note ubfhrd and ſtupid, if polli- 
ble, Muthe weneration they pay t& the re- 
licks of: dead ſoints fl or at leaſt-whit they 
pretend to think tobe the relicks'of 'thoſe 
hoi they eſteem to be ſuch j and the 
miraculous Power and energy 'whith they 
ſuppoſe to refide” in them. Theſe, with 
many others of à like ſort, that! aht be 
mentioned; ſuch as holy water, bröffings 


exorciſttis,” "proceſſion, *: and peil Rielages, 
are in themſelves ſo exceſſively ridituldus 
and fooliſh, that nothing but the ice of 
taſtoin{"and the voice of the tmulticade, 
ee enz kr wien cotthteratice,! 
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pe aſs Ul füimood We" fer et e 
Aon on Cf d majority of of mankind? 1 
5 er Ul as vice and ig 
Hotantc which is the effect of it provi tea 
more antf more) 10 nen. became W 1 5 
poled ö the ptactice of "Rich as! had t 
imtereſt in ane eos deceiving them: 

and not e fo, Oi en dee hereby 

more diſpoſed to receive the impreſſions f 

fo uperſtitious and falſe religion, than of the 

true ; "the former beine mote ſuitable to 

their inclinations, as as flattering them f 

their vier, and more eaſſly diſpenſing 

with virtue" alpen, and a worthy | 
9 in life, by ſubſtitating ſomethin 

2 in the place of it. Whereas genuine 

gion ftands diametrically oppolite” to all 

vice 2 5 impurity, a and fepreſents it in the 

moſt: odivus and forbidding light; nor wi 5 

it eyer dilpenſe with the ret FO. 

re, < having" this for "its avowed "deign, 
E. tc eſtabliſh; and improve "the likeneſs of 
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the we Ge een a de 
Vorder then that, mankind. 2s. they. gegen 
nerated. 0 and more from the true prin- 
S 96 knowledge. and virtue, are more 
<akly LS. embrace the falſe and 
7 tiriqus appearances of religion. and 
1 that 3 is trug and ſubſtan- 
\nd farther, it ſhould. he obſerved,. 
\ regard. to national religion, or as ſome 
Wh it the religion, of the ſtate, that ge 
religion, which the porta power 
5 Bm. any . gountry,—that this has al- 
additional inducements to engage 
To Sale in its fayor, as. it_has-always 
been the way. to temporal preferment and 
honor, and. to oe, .the countenance and 
encouragement. of thoſe that are great and 
ut in the world: inducements ſufti- 
Sent in all 7 hien va majority of 
d on the fig e of ſuch. oſtabliſn- 
meats.” Fo or if Me cane how | few. here 
i 5 t appear io have thorqughly ex- 
nine d ed they 125 religious, principles, and 
for many ſeem ,neyer, to, have entered 
feriguſly ir — o the merits of any kind of x64 
bgion 3 but to be greed, ern by 


vogue 
41 8 


to- 


II 


ent about zit, "and —.— Neto 
jo in the, practice of any thing wWhieh 
goes under that name, , a may beſt, Luis 
their temporal intereſt or convrnienge wry 
the Inference Grow hence will appear g 
tremely juſt and natural,—** that the ſtag 
religion. will couſtandy have the multitudle 
in its intereſt. Accordingly we find in 
$8, that the multitude have — 
ready 40 ſupport. and defend, as with one. 
voice the eftabliſhed religion of their.counn 
try, however abſurd, ſuperſtitious, or idge 
walk, ef- er won 

leads me to another obſcryation- th 
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. Tuaz blind 2eal-frequently ſapplics 


the place of reaſon and argument, The 


Epheſians inſtead of attempting to vindis 
Die the worſhip they paid to their goddeſs, 
in a rational way, as they ought to haus 
done, of: anſwering the reaſons of Faul 
which are made with hands,” — had -r re» 


courſe 
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ente ue . W and: ad nous met 
cod of ſtirring up the blind zeal) of all 
ſuch as were determined 't6! wor! ip the 
great 'Foddeſs Diana, thoigh, they knew 
not Why Land "theſe being joined by a 
vaſt number of ſelf· intereſted and diſſolute 
people made à mighty noiſe in favour of 
Wat they were incapable of ſupporting 
any other way; And indeed we common 
ly find thoſe who have the leaſt to. ſay 
for the religion they profeſs,” are the 
moſt noiſy and clamorous in its defence. 
An effect this, however furprizitig;' that 
may very naturally” 1 expected: For | 
when men are' ſtrongly attached to any 
form of religion which they do not under- 
ſtand, and are confirmed in it by habit 
and cuſtom, together with other concur- 
ring eircumſtanbes in life, and find their re- 
ligion attacked by ſuch arguments 44 they 
cannot anſwer, — this naturally ras their 
reſentment. For all men certain would 
cliafe to have it thought that city have 
reaſon of their ſide; nay, even thoſe. wh6 
pretend to throw up and rej realon, wilt 
ws . uſe of all the reaſon the are 
maſters 


4 


„ en rates n their-ſenti+ 
ments and practices : and hen what Eile 
will have recourſe to warm and paſſionate! 
expreſſions, which they endeavour to-vin- 
dicate under the notion of zeal for God, 


and a concern for his glory; but which 


the wiſer part of mankind have always re- 
garded as blind zeal Hut men muſt be 
extremely ſtupid. and inattentive to the 
voice. of reaſon, and of God, to ina 
gine that any real or denen 
for God, will be acceptable ; 
juſtifiable in his fight, if not ſupporind 
by reaſon. For he has taught us, by the 
very frame and ſtructure of * 
that he requires nothing of us, but à rea- 
ſonable ſervioe: nothing but what it highs: 
ly becomes us to pay to ſuch a Being 2s 
he is, | confidered in the ſeveral relations 
which he bears to us. If therefore from a 
e for God, we give vent to im- 
moderate paſſions, ſo as to bear hard upon, or 
injure the characters of any of our fellow- 
creatures, we may reſt aſſured that God 
never —— it at our an, ; and he 
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. Twine perſecution is 2 3 
ann qoakequence: of 8 


has brew: ſet on ddt ot-engagidd in, with 
a ntligious view; it has proceeded from the 
blind zeal, which we have juſt been con- 
ſillering The effects of this, diſplayed in 
the horrors of perſecution, preſent us with 
a view to the laſt degree, ſhocking and 

inſupportable to human natute.— The de- 

ſign of the inſurrection which we have 
an account of in the chapter wherein is 
the text, was undoubtedly to deſtroy Paul, 


and his companions, as enemies to the 
ſuperſtition and idolatry which the Ephe- 


ſians were ſo mach concerned to preſerve: 
though the defign was happily 1 
by the interpoſal of the civil magiſtrate. 
However, there have been many other — 
gious inſurrections, antient —_ modern, 
that have been attended with all thoſe 


dxeadful conſequences which ** are natu- 


rally 


„ © 80 
0 calculated to Fn has "either 
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from a reverence to T jou 8 


falſe devotion: founded u pon m iiltakez ap- . 


prehetifiobs öf che rae God, Habe beit 
raised to chat pitch of rige-abd füry, ld 
murder and deſtroy tlieir follo-treithres! 7 
in the moſt barbarous and eruel Männe, . 
for not agreeing with them in thelt 76 
ligious ſentinidtits. © A piece or madhiets; 
and-inhumanity this, which perhaps, is not to 


be equallecd in any inſtatice of the conduct 4 
ef mankind. And yet from whit has 
been already fuld, it will appear to be the 


ilttural prodd& of ſuperſtition r falle* r. re- 


gion. Fot Whenever 2 perſon thinks that 
che God, or "gods, to whom he addreſſes 


Hitnfolf would be pleaſed with extrava⸗ 
gatit, and unhitural ſervices; or that they 


wonld be pleaſed to have their enemies put to 
ſhame and deſtroyed, nothing but nipertor 
force can reſtrainfuch'a one from committing - 


ſuch violences, as he judges moſt accepta- 
ble—Thus then we ſee that religi gion, which 


when rightly underſtood, and ptactiſed, 
moſt 3 tends to refine and Aon 


human 
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a ln nature, bee it * * Ne 
ty.and perfeftion,— Jet w when. , corrupted, 
5 depraved and degenerated into ſuper 
| Ritign,, becomes. the. moſt, een and. 
deſtrudive principle i in. the world; ;—ſpoil- 
_ pg the. moſt generous, and amiable diſpo- 
ions of. the human heart, and trans- 
fſberming man into a ſpirit of A moſt 1 
deus Ara eſs and deform: ig -1 
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„ Oyn biete Jo forelaw that, this foie 
9 rit would, be exerted againſt his diſciples 

in. particular, and fore warned them of it. 
The, time will come, Hays, he, þ that 

| 4; whoſoever killeth you, will _think that 
cc he doth God ſervice,” John xvi, 2+ that 8 
„ there will be perſons whoſe religion | 

vill induce them to kill you: but he adds, 

with. the greateſt truth and. juſtice, —*< and 

theſe things will they do, becauſe they 

have not known the father, nor me. 

Men's not knowing, or having wrong ap- 
4 prehenſions of the ever bleſſed God, more 
[ eſpecially as he is repreſented in the goſpel 
S .. of Chriſt, is the | Ha ſource of. ſu 


Kition 


Sim dt e relige TOY 
Ae, -idolatry,” blind zeal, and -perſecu- 
tion, with all their frightful een. 
05 S725 11515); il ere wine BRN 
TWO, now by way of imphoſbident 
an the foregoing: difeourſe,, make uſe of 
what hat been here advanced as an argu- 
ment to induce us all to adhere firmly to 
the true ſpirit and deſign of that religion 
which/we-profeſs.=—We have ſeen'that re- 
ligion is deeply founded in the principles 
of our nature, and adapted to improve the 
mind of man to its higheſt perfection 
that notwithſtanding this, it may be, and 
has been peas and abuſed- ig; yok * 
manner, as to become productive of in- 
finite miſchiefs to mankind ;—and- 0 
this has been effected by the artifice and 
ambitious views of ſome, and the in- 
dolence, and blind prejudices of others. 
Theſe things then will naturally fill all ſe- 
rious and thinking perſons with care and 
 circumſpeCtion, and put them upon their 
guard, that they may not be miſled in an 
affair of ſuch moment and importance. 
They will be induced, by ſuch obſerva- 
tions, as we have now been inſiſting ups 
211 * ON, 
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SP The nature dw Sem. K 1 
on, to be jealous of every." attempt upon 


their religious liberty and nee 
and to apply themſelves with ſuch care to 


the ſubject now before: s, that their reli- 


gion may be truly and properly their own, 


and ſuch as they are able rationally to de- 


fend. And as we all profeſs: burſelyes: to 
be the diſciples of Jeſus, ſo it is ineum- 
bent upon us (if we would act ſuch a 
part, as we ſhall be able to review with 
pleaſure) carefully and calmly to ſtudy his 

religion for. ourſelves: by which: we ſhall. 
diſcover the true genius and ſpirit of chris: 
ſtianity to be ſuch as every good and wor- 
thy man will approve and lems as At; 
naturally tends to inſpire us with the moſt 


pious and filial reverence, towards God, and 


the moſt generous and humane ſentiments 
towards mankind, and to eſtabliſh in our 
own minds that ſolid and laſting: iz 
CRE e can e dt Bad ett 
Vc 

Ar us 5 hold faſt ws ;profeſ-, 
* of our faith without wavering, that 
we may. avoid thoſe rocks on which others 
have been ſplit and loſt. -Let us be ambi- 


$0 F tious 


ee and ele dali, . ir , 
eagle apſeoring a re 
te 450 Ae uf of evibvitiliy man ind by 
the beſt evidences, that as our feligion is 
"NT reipect, the effect öf human 
iy, of human influence, but a divine 
gd ß lanted in our "Hearts, 0 l is" 
attended with tlie dipineſt effect in our, 
: uct, „as it makes us "to reſerhble God,” 
in ite bigheſt Tan! c cha nd Pletent i im- 
fect ſtate of our "faculties will Amit. RY ? 
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on itt ſome are artfully devitg = 
hemes' of power and” dominidh_ in the” vx 


:hriſtian hoy and others, as "fooliſhly 
aſſiſting them by their concuttence. —let us 
give our teſtimony in a peaceable and chri- 
ſtian manner, agalnſt All ſuch uſurpations, | 
and ſteadily attend' to the Words 5 'of our 
founder, ye ſhall know ' the truth, 
and the truth ſhall make you | ree.” For 

the truths taught by our Saviour, wa m— u 
digeſted, will not only free us from the 7 8 
power and dominion of vice, — but alſo 

from the flavery of ſuperſtition, and the 

tyranny of proud and haughty men, who 

__ authority i in the kingdom of Chriſt, 

"0 2 Let 


* * 1 * 
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3 The nature of inte. Ke. Sem. . 


Let us therefore, who.are, 2 uad 
act a conſiſtent part: and be read g all 
proper;oocaſions, to Wy 1 all the nog and 
influence we. can tg, the e hene, 
not only as it ſtands oppaſed to all vice and. 
wickedne {s,—but alſo s it tends, 10 correct 
thoſe abuſes which have been put upon re- 
ligion, and to reſtore it to its primitive beau, 
ty and, excellency. And God in ih hat. 
we may. all f ſo ſeriouſiy weigh, and donſider 
theſe things, as ever to oppoſe the begin- 
nings of Aren tyranny, -and ſuperſtition ; 
and at the * time make the beſt and 


N moſt.. effectu nd, al preparation ſor our future 


advancement io the en and triumph- 
ant church  aboye,— —WL 5 religion. will A 
Pear: in its "own moſt 155 orious form, as he- 


© * 


ing entirely free and diſengaged from all 
thoſe clouds and diſguiſes .that;Þ a 
thrown 1 upon it, here on earth. 
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8 eas given 
to mankind a very 


of conduct, highly uſeful in forming the 


chriſtian character, and ſtrongly tending to 
eſtabliſh-the peace and ſatisfactidn of our 


minds in the preſent ſtate, and to fit us for 


a better world; I ſhalb take 


them to explain, exemplify, ana enforce 
en "IF 3 the 
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7 pear poſſeſt of a variety of natural (il 


tions, and paſſions, as Well ab of percep- 
tive and reaſoning powers, which it will 
be requiſite to examine, . in order to ſee | 
wherein the chriſtian virtue of Telf- denial 
confiſts. For to curb, reſtrain, and deny 
ourſelves in every thitig towards ee we 
have an inglination, ypgp. A preſug 


that all our, inclinations are. wrong, 4 
ing very abſurdly ;-it. is preſumiag directly 


_ contrary to fact and experience, aid re- 


flecting in a very baſe and ungrateful man- 
ner upon wir ne all-wiſe 
and ad +- den or W \ 
3649 Siren 17 ein Tx 517 SOR? 20 

TE dend imbich ſeem natural: to 
he mind of man, are gr atitude, | bene- 


volence;: and ſelf⸗love 3 under which lat- | 


ter is included the love of pleaſure; »the 
love of life, honor, eſteem, &c. Theſe 


as 


un natural — — 
and / ſubſrviency to each: other, ma. 
andlaught to be: indulged; as they are 
evidetuly, then ſaurces of every thing. that 
8800 $d{gerierous and vſeful in our 99 
tures, and In erde of all the -s des 
a en Babes it could — | 
fully obſerved, that theſe ions, how 
ever pure and excellent they may be in 
their: original, and uncorrupted ſtate; yet 
bynthe mixture of thoſe bodily appetites, 
93 to which all men are more or 
leſs ſubject, they are greatly vitiated and 
wed: ob 2 be made 


e padions' in 1 :omrimature; a8 well 
as the former, as they are plainly intended 
to anſwer very uſeful and important pur- 
poſes: ir the preſent life: — but our danger 
les, in giving _ eee wholly to the 
— "e the Colicitations; by which 
means the nobler  affetions"+before 
. 28 become degenerate and cor 
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 Neady-aftediivits, 'theyrwill-Bedomervidlent | 
and tumultuous paſſions, and thtuby di- 
ſturb te peace and drderoof our ininds j 
or otherwiſe by large-mintures! of W 
ferior appetites, they wilt toſe- their eſſen: 
dial nature and excellence But, to render 
his mattet more obbious and vaſy too bs ap. 
prehended, let it be obſetved; chat man 
conſiſts of a mixt and compound nature, 
a bodily and a ſpirtuab: the latter of theſe 
is chiefly adapted to thie pur poſes pf) wiſpi: 
ritual, and eternal life, 'cand conſequently 
thoſt affections that are ſupreme in dur na- 
ture, [chiefly refer to out ſpiritual pat, di- 
rectly and uniformly tending to viitue, and 
happineſs, and all the higheſt enhoyments 
of an immortal exiſtener. But our ãnfe- 
rior appetites: and paſſions cannot in their 
greateſt latitude, and uſefulneſs, extend 
deyond the limits of the preſent imperfect 
ſtate : thatis; they are wholly confined-to 
the accommodations, and entertainments 
of the preſent life. Now as our exiſt- 
once: in this world muſt neceſſarily be the 
bu e 1 of our r thoughts, fo 


the 


| IE IN — 
Jead}:rhyſtinaturallyaffeet( us in the mt 
àmmadiate and dire manner, | And fo 
great ib ethe number and vuriety of iheſe, 


chat they art fufficient wholly to empleo 


de lunch ihat is devoted to them, Wirheht 


leaving it the leaſt room or ume for ſeribus 


ates tile objects: of 'worldly-utabirisn-?:: 


non among men? Some indeed extent 
Cheſt * VIEWS! n n ene een 
and delpect hi | rhe-ropuration: 
wealth ——— 
. 
gtandeur z whiſt ochers are ambitious of 
regen, riches ſolely on account df thut 
or; which: they will enable them to 
er hibit 1 houſes, furniture, enter 


tainments, attendants, dreſs, equipage, and 


diverfions.— Again, ſome there are who 
ſeem equally' to deſpiſe and diſregard" the 
riches, and gaieties of the world, and who 


talk rationally and philoſophically — 


refletip. Hau, numerous fot inftaiice, 
how: powerful and prevailing is this pa-. 
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are abu ſcaſtive ente en pal 7 


have e vor 
luptneuſneſd, indolence, and eaſe, as are 
gatirely inconſiſtent with the obligations 
auiſing from their: reſpective ſituations in 
hifd:—80 that the ſelf- denial which our 
Bord recommends muſt | confift/ in curb- 
ing theſe our paſſions and inclinations, 
mn in one ſhape or another have gene- 
gained too: much dener nes” our 
anhand confequently in reſtraining them 
we may properly be ſaid N ourſelves; 
And that this is a duty of great weight 
Vai. 1 and 


—— >, appear from the foregoing” 


eig yd an 241 10 * 71 1 144 F Bur 


„Bu 5 before. we procetd,: K will 


— 


quiſite to take notiee of an objection to the 


©. ESPE oo before u. namely, "Its! con, 
trariety to nature, and appatent abſurdity; 


For Gy. the. objeQvre, .whatever.appetits, 
indination;;.or, paſſion 8 ichplanted in- us 


by the God of- nature: St, id: natural, rahd 
cherefore.zight.- to gratidy and. indulge;; for 
to this end it Was originally ftop nted go 
and conſequently; W 
ſtifle,” ſuppreſs, or reſtrain 
clinations and paſſions, acts an an unfgturaly 
and... therefore...a- "wrong and -unjoſtifieble | 
Port. g Now in anſwer to this 6 


18, allowed, that every appetite” anda 5 


ſion of the human nature is good? and 
that it may and ought to be indulged to- 
Wards its proper object, and in à proper 
meaſure, and degree: but it will byr no 
means follow from hence, that it oüght 


to be, or ä it may lawfully be indulged 
| n 


On; , 3% 
nce, will, 1 prefume; in me F 


and fr ne egg will be farther offered oh 
dhe ſabzech in the . of: this eee, 


| ra | aging 
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| Without limits ot [dr 5 Monk chi 
 trary! it is moſt *certain” and Judifputable; 
that dne tf an all men were to aim ät a- füll and 
unſimired'pratification/of all their appetites 
and paſſions, it would totally ſubyert and 
alt all ſocial happineſv and pedce itt the 
world, and introdact a Nate of diſorder and 
confuſton Ang men as che "paſſions and 
indlitutions-of Wankzad eta höhre 
thitartand-intbrfore withoneanother in ſuch 
a mänhet ag Hot fo be teconciled; = But 
without entering any farther pat” preſent, in 
to: public conſequences,” if we corfine dt 
views" entitely Yo the in ward petite; and 
order ef ehr ow] ᷑ninds, We fall nnd it 
5v*'abfolurely im pff, chat tlleſe ſhould 
be preſerved im any tolerable degree Where 
a man propoſes or endeavours the grati- 
Bertie of all 'his' paſſions without re- 
ſtraint. For the: paſſions of human na- 
ture ate ſo various, and lead te ſuch a va. 
riety of different objects, that they muſt, 
neceffarily, in innumerable caſes, interfere 
with, and oppoſe each other] and there- 
by ann, ſet a man at variance with 
r himſelf.— 


that beides the wn& and; a 
ould be. raiſed in the brraſt by ther: 
ſcheme of the above mentioned objec+, 
tion. —it . is alſo. ee the nature, 
of things, that. it. ſhould be purſued and 
obſerysd..; For wherever twa, paſſions are 
diametrically oppoſite to each other, it is 
impoſſible that they both. ſhauld prevail, 
or be bath fully gratified.; and conſequent - 
| by one muſt give men io de, cit. 0 
they muſt both be deſtroyed: for inſtance, 
there Ae A. thquſand caſes ifi which the 
love of ſenſual Pleaſure would interfere, 
With the love of life, or the love of. 
fame, that is, Where one: could not be 
gratified, without ſuppreſſing or reſttain- 
ing the other. And indeed, whoever ſo- 
berly, and impartially: ſurveys. the paſſions 
and affections of human nature will eaſily 
diſcover, that they were originally de 
ſigned not to be all gratified to the fall 
(which as we have juſt ſeen. is impo 
but to be placed in due order, 5 and regu- 
lar ſubſerviency to each other, and to be 
gratif :d only as conſidered in that view. 
ans Nr Thoſe 
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moſt in our hearts, and upon n 
vrhatſoever ſhould we Muffer hen —— 


auer "ka 0 4 — ppe 


way to thoſe that are of a ſubordinate ad 
inferior nature, or indulge theſe latter, but 
in ſuch caſes where they do not interfete, 
or become inconſiſtent with the former: 


* 


s 4 
- 


and in this manner all our ee 
tions and paſſions r their 
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8 UT. 3 e will 1 insge- from 
lis repreſentation of the matter, that this 
cannot properly be called ſelf-denial,” ſince 


a 
4 
| 
6 


it would rather ſeem,” upon the el 


——— end 
and e — But in awer, let it 


nat the propriety” and juſt- 


ne of our enen en will appear” 
if we conſider, that there is an imme- 
diate. pleaſure attending the gratification of 
all our inferior appetites and paſſions; and 
as, according to the foregoing rule, we 


r hand — frequently to curb and 
91244 . | reſtrain 


- 


. plafianmelaſabokie: Allah 
NO ne 1 — 

= be;; ill; dhe Sed. 
is no fel6-denial i to give up lefler Laue 
lake — greatet pleaſures, which is the 
caſe, now>before us; ſince it muſt cer- 
tainly he a much higher and nobler plea- 
ſure to purſue thoſe objects to which the 
beſt principles in our nature direct us. 
than ſuch to which ſenſual appetite, paſ- 
ſion, or fancy would lead us: — I an- 
ſwer; though it muſt be eee 
that the pleaſures of virtue to which the 
higheſt ptineiples of our: nature lead us, 
AS); incomparably ſuperior to all others; 
yet che greater part of thoſe pleaſures 
are ſtill to come. Hence it frequently 
happens, that the pleaſures of an inferior 
kind, and tranſient. in thein nature, do 
yet more ſtrongly affect us for the preſent 
time than the former; and therefore to 
ſubdue gur inclinations towards theſe lat- 
ter, whenever the laws of chriſtianity; re- 
Auire it, may be very juſtly and proper 
ly ſtiled- n ourſelves... To which it 
vas » ſhould 


336 On'Selfeibiiald = ks 2002 
ſhould be added; that as alt mankind; have 
a natural dread of pain and ſuffering, '-ſo> 
and providence of God, to ſubmit to any 
thing of this nature, and accerdingly do 

ſubmit to it voluntarily when we might 
h re en 


Lord in the 8 — e 
in theſe caſes give up our preſent eaſe, and 
ſelf· enjoyment, upon a valuable oc "i 
tion * 2 m—_ 5 or a my 
what: is ae in — appte- 
ended by hope, and faith, and not by 
abſolute and infallible knowledge. And it 
is certain, that preſent; objects would "als 
ways. more ſtrongly affect us than thoſe 
that are -abſent, were it not for ſerious. 
— — — oy which wo! 
mind. In order to which it is neceſſary 
that we ann. our paſſions for a While, 95 
= and 


1 3 


er a7 ſee: "<li ar | oo are 
nee ine beſt wiſhes, and our 


an merry nr ſelf-de- "8 
nial, For a farther illuſtration of this 
— reducible ol ene n rat 

| e which: has dur be- 


affe&tion towards the mare 9 6 ws 
ing that are capable of any degree of 
happmeis, — and - ſelf-love is a complex 
term, including all thoſe paſſions and in- 
clinations which terminate in our own 
{elf-enjoyment, as diftinguiſhedifrom, and 
independent of the lappineſs of chers 


2 affections are undoubtedly the prin- 
2 ciples 
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kt to one or then, itheſs 3 
dividual action eee eee e 


For as to _ Jos: ay tan ntr 


dun, in 

the planetay ſyſtem, - pours- its heams. of 
light,” and heat, with the greateſt Protu- 
ſion on the nearꝭſt abjects. Gratitude-aly 


ſo contributes its ſſare /toyards the pe- 
triot andi friendly affections juſt men- 
tioned, For to our cduntry, andi to aur 
friends v are indebted far: marly parti» 


cular. enjay ments, which wr naturally en- 
deavour 1 compenſate | by a particular 
concern for their welfare aud happineſs. 
But it will be aſked, when gratitude and 
we to act? If our gratitude to a bene: 
factor prompt us to do any thing incon- 
ſiſtent with the good of mankind, which 
of theſe two affections muſt we: reſtrain, 


iin order to exerciſe a ſelf-denial juſtifiable 
and becoming ? In order to the reſolu- 


tion 5 thy . me . 
diſtinguiſn 


.. 


Senn xE On Smit . 339 
diſtinguiſh between the objects of our 
gratitude: — and here it will naturally oc- 
cur to our thoughts, that our firſt and 
greateſt benefactor is God; to whom we 
are indebted beyond all that we can ex- 
preſb or conceive, and conſequentiy no 
principle of action can be. ſuperior to tho! 
ſentiments of gratitude which are inſpired 
by the goodneſs of God, as we have ex- 
perienced- it. In Whatever caſe therefore 
we are acquainted with the will of God, 
we cannot be at a loſs how. to act: for 
ſo far as our wills are conformable to his, 
we are infallibly in the tight. It ſhould 
be added, however, that our obligation 
to conform ourſelves to the divine will, is 
not founded upon a principle of gratitude 
alone, —but alſo upon a conſciouſneſs of 
God's perſect wiſdom, and infinite good- 
neſs. The firſt and moſt natural light, 
indeed, in which we can regard the ever- 

bleſſed God is that of a benefactor to 

us: — but as we cannot avoid conſidering 

him alſo as the Father and Friend of the 
_ univerſe, wh e made; wn and 
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preſerves us, —ſo we may from dia be * 


induced to repoſe a perfect and entire con- 
fidence in his commands and laws; and 


be fully aſſured, that none of theſe can 


interfere with any of our obligations to 
-mankind, or any of thoſe affections or 
means that on”) a 1 uh to do: ere 
good. Fee ITS 5 


Bor the „ CPU of the > gi ſec 
takes place when the object of our grati- 
tude is man.—For here it may frequently 
happen- that our gratitude and friendſhip 
to particulars, will interfere with our be- 
nevolence to mankind in general : tho 
here alſo we have a ſolution of it as far 


as the forementioned rule extends, name- 
ly, © where the will of God is clear and 
certain, 'or where it is a plain and obvious 


paint of bes! For che laws of juſtice 


are more ſacred than the laws of friend- 


ſhip; and the obligations we are under 
to purſue the public good, are ſuperior 
to all the private obligations which we 
can poſſibly have to particular perſons.— 


By purſuing the public good, I mean, 


ſteadily 


„XI. On Selfedenial. 24 
ſteadily adhering, to the eternal laws of 
piety and virtue, which the mind dt fg, 
is naturally formed to approve, and which 
do ae and * "pd. to the 


*X"$ | TY 
4 , * 2. 
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FL RFF 13155 to of beit eit . 5 
Bog however. plain this matter, my, 
happen to be in theory, yet it muſt be 
acknowledged that in practice it is fre- = 
quently, attended with ſome of the great; | 
eſt -difficultics in life. For by conform- 
ing to the forementioned rules, we are of- 
tentimes lain under the painful neceſſity of, 
reſtraining and ſuppreſſing ſome of the 
tendereſt affections of human nature. Our, 
Lord's example will iluſtrate and explain, ; 
this —Chriſt's 2 engagements i in the 
much the e a8 thoſe of other, men z 
he Lad. relatives and friends, which we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, were very dear to. 
him, as he wanted none of :thoſe. affec- | 
tions that, were neceſſary to render them 
ſo. For in the. caſe of Lazarus's death, 
we find that he ſympathized with his re- 
lation s, on that occaſion, in ſo tender a 
2 3 manner, 
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life it appears, that be. 
| Cited by his friends,, to quit that dan- 
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1 
F 
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my — Se XI. 


nlinher;' as hewed hig ts be poßeſt with 
ths" molt” Exquiſite” KY” endesring ſeuti 
ments of hüfhafhity. . NOW fret tere. 


raf hints in the Hfftéry of out” Suwichr's 
yas” ſttöngly Lol 


gerbus 'coitfe or lite in Which He” was 


ſtaſh and no more madly expoſe En- 
ſelf to the 3 'of ſo powerful a 
body of men, "is were the Scribes and 


Phatifees, 3 that off all octaſtöns they 


diffuaded” him font ft. — But as it appears 


by the event, our Loft broke rough all 
thoſe Patafül ties and endedrméfts, that 
would "Fave projudiced the" benevolent and 
el6ridus deßgn of his comitg into "the 
world; Pürfued it With the gredteft refo- 
Wien Kick Hrifine fl Br und; ; "and facri- 
ficed"evtty'] private attächtnent to tHis' pub- 
He; getier6us, and godlike view. Aid in 
ttüs dye find the” rota Pat eloſe- 
ly copied the example of his Lord afd 
Maſter!” För when His friends moft 'exr- 
nelfly” enttented Him ft" to purſub the 
yet of his miniſtry-t to Jetuſalem,” Where 
"both 


ws 4. to grieye my heart? 
for Lan yas: nar be bound only, 
o die at Jeruſalem for the name of 


Ade Logd ;Jelas/1s; XI. . The 


E22 WH * 


en and eſteem which his friends had 
eg err which, he mutually had for 
. not. prevail on c him to, quit 
1 bin maſter, vr decline 
n- Amp ineſs Which 
ut bim apan,—And; this is the 
1d} difpenfible duty of all chriſtians to aim 

_ is our ' buſineſs 10 confider the re- 
a tations which God has allotted us 
in t this world; andi he part which, he bas 
reſpectixsly aſſigned us to act. in conſe- 
quence of them; and ſteadily.to, perform 
it, natyithſtanding all the o „ and 
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conſideration, and erm! 7 But er 
are they that appear t oy 

ought The converſation of münkibd 
— pretty" vnifcem ven mi Hekd) and 


not to de ecnſalies s che; cee r | 
large e er were of men. But not- 
withſtanding this, it is an inconteſtable 
truth, that a very great number, if not the 
generality of mankind, do practically eſ- 
pouſe the private plan, nd purſue the in- 

tereſt 


neglect of che > pic 4 5 as wo . 
of their country will permit them to neg- 
1; The voice of ws are, \ which-is the 


w-dirett rig views to (ourſelves AAS | 
ours . but by no means: to confine them 
there. We are commanded by our Lord, 
to love our nejghbour as ourſelves ; not in- 
deed. with the ſame degree of aſſfection, 
but with the ſame ſincerity ; or in ſerip- 
ture Phraſe, not in word and in 
but in deed: and in truth: for this is che 
reality of! loye as oppoſed to the appear- 
andes eit. If then this be the caſe, we 
—— n ng eee on eto nne | 
which Are: inconſiſtent, — he ha = 
laws, of juſtige; rectitude, and 'poodneſs « 


our. own happineſs, in -common, a wits rake 
of.the,world, As often therefore as theſe 


laws lie ed belperriugs” enn 
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ee inch all: Aches fd 

n by which we aft gt- 

tached to ay either hy birth, or triehd= 
ſhip -The time will not admit rhe ti des 
ſwend into ul minute and particular detail 
af all the caſes? that might be inſiſteck 
on under this ee eee * Telfal8o 
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vogue, however unreaſonable and abſurd. 
And if we would purſue the ſame end 
in our religious characters, we muſt fall 
and of falſe and ſuperſtitious nations of 
God, and of the religion which he has 
taught us by his ſon. For if we dare 
ta thivk-for ourſel ves, and to aſſert out 
ſentiments, heyvever important, in oppo- 
fition ta thoſe that are more ;commanly 
and generally received; we ſhall. inevi- 
tably fotfeit out characters, not only with 
the multitude, rep ten a manner. 'def- 
titate of thought, but even with; a vaſt 
number of ſober and) ſerious + chriſtians, 
who are inyincibly attached to publiely 
received ſahemes and forms ;-and- obſti= 
nately tenacious of: every thing o which 
they bavt been taught by good nien to 
receive and hold as a part of their religion. 
This has induced many from an extreani 
ſondneſs for reputation, to court the 
applauſes of ſuch as theſe, by complying 
with all their - prejudices, and forma ; and 
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a of ſincerity and truth. Had our Lord 


acted ſuch a part with the Scribes and 
Phariſees, and their numerous admirers 
and followers; inſtead of that little flock 


vrhich he collected during his mini- 
ſtry, he might undoubtedly have en- 


gaged many thouſands more that would 


have ſteadily adhered to his Marre If 


body" of "their — fans? ks cells 


gion, and have paid his court in 4 pro- 
per manner to the Phariſees and rulers 

che people, his reputation would have 
been ihvinciby eſtabliſned among the 


Jews But | Jeſus: Chriſt well knew that 


fame and reputation were not to be pur- 
ed at the: | expence of his allogiance 0 
or ke coming; "Ang 8 his 


Late vi. 26 e WO unto you when) all. 


men ſhall ſpeak well of you, for ſo did 
«/thiir. fathers with reſpe& to the falſe 
600 3 F or however deſirous we 
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may 3 5 a fair repu Ki 
tation; we muſt - frequently. deny our, 
ſelves in the purſuit, of it, if we would 
diſcharge. our duty 4; God, and be uſeful 
to mankind.— But to _ to another 
branch of ſelf-denial, which regards the 
love of pleaſure, and eaſe ; that is, in 
other words, the love of ſenſual pleaſure, 
and the dread of pain. Theſe are prin- 
eiples that very powerfully engage the 
minds of men in general, though it is 
very certain that the examples and pre- 
cepts of the goſpel direct us frequently 
to curb and reſtrain them; and all that 
1 duly. conſider it, will acknowledge, that 
the reaſon of the thing very ſtrongly 
recommends ſuch . examples, and laws 
to our imitation, and obſervance. For 
the more ae eee the more we 
ſhall be enſlaved to carnal eaſe, and 
pleaſure, and the leſs. attentive to the 
higher principles of our nature. And 
accordingly we find that, in the New 
Teſtament, the fleſn and the ſpirit are 
ee in en a5 enemies to each 


other. 
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other. It hoop: bee e fre 
quently: to deny ourſelves in theſe: lower 
gratifications,. that we may not fall in- 


do a ſtate of ſlavery to them, and there- 
by juſtiy expoſe” ourſelves to the con- 


n e een e e ee 


1 £2 436 7 6: bs 
_ men. C 
| © 

: 5 * 2 

* ®, % * * . 


) 8 «a & 
2 18 "| 48 . | 


n laſt thing ſhall ended! as a 
git ne e e now under 


z conſideration, is, that we ought to de- 
ny ourſelves with regard to all violent and 
| tumultuous paſſions ; 'by which the mind 


is thrown into a kind of uproar” and 


— and ſo rendered incapable of 
acting in a worthy and becoming man- 


ner, The chief thing to be reſtrain: 
here is immoderate anger, and warm re- 


ly. by a violent agitation of body; by ex- 
preſſions full of bitterneſs and reproach, 
and ſometimes by actions far more un- 
juſtifiable , and injurious than the fitſt 
provocation. It is the duty therefore of 


every 


AY e 8 and eſne- 
cialy uf :everyy chriſtian, | to deny him 
ſelf in the gratification! af this turbulent 


him which, by degrees, a 
V reduce the paſſion itſelf within its 


proper bounds; and thereby render i = 


uſeful for thoſe ends and purpoſes, for 
e, it implant in ur 
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Jeſus, we: muſt deny ourſelyes with re- 


gard o the loye of friends; the love 
of nme; the love of pleaſure and = 
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might be alledged in order to inforce the 
practice of this virtue, thoſe. that ſhould 
cChiefly engage our attention are, the ex- 
ample of Jeſus, the natural tendency; of 
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firſt of theſe has 2 been inſiſted 
on in this diſcourſe ; the two dne avs! 
compriſed in thoſe. words of our Lord, 
Luke xviii. 29, 30. . Verily, 1 ſay mil 
to you, there is no man, who hath! 
« left houſe, or parents, or bretliren, or 
« wife, or children, for the kingdom f 
4 God's ſake, who ſhall: not receive ma- 
« nifold more in this preſent time, and 
e in the world to come life everlaſting. | 
On which I ſhall only obſerve in gene- 
ral, that whatever preſent inconvenien- 
- cies, ſufferings, or loſſes we may incut 
by denying ourſelves in all thoſe paſ- 
_ fions, and affeQions, that are inferior to 
0 love of God and goodneſs, as of- 
as they interfere with thoſe noble 
2 divine principles, will in the natu- 
ral tendency of this diſcipline, be > abun- 
dantly compenſated in the - preſent! life; 
by the calm and ſerene joys that flow 
from the reflections of a ſelf-approving 
mind. | Pleaſures that are not to be pur- 
chaſed by all the riches, the crowns, and 
diadems 
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diadems of the world, and when the 
world itſelf ſhall vaniſh from our ſight, 
and all its glories diſappear, — and when 
that which is called everlaſting life ſhall 
commence in a ſuperior ſtate; — then 
ſhall we ſee in the ſtrongeſt light, the wit: 
dom of that conduct, which our Lord re- 
commends, and- eternally enjoy the fruits 
of it, in the company of all the wiſe and 
good that have ever lived in a ſteady ad- 
herence to the fame , 
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rather curious t top, ig age oo I beg 
leave;.ta obſerve, tha ſc | 
a connection with the grand Me ..-4 Fa 
fore. us, that without conſidering | the for- 5 
mer, We; cannot ſo fully enter into the 
latter, nor be ſufficiently apprized. of the - 
force, and weight. of our Saviour's words 
in fs te xt To the queſtion then how, 
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to the fellgious practices and Ceretonleb 
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vefned by the pure light of nature iti this 


matter. Such abominable idolatty *and 
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in an infinite variety of forms, could never 
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all 1 creatures. the er 

nal worſhip of God, hn rightly an ET 
worthily 0 be calculated t Ab 
ſwer much higher and nobler purpo ſes 
than the, expreſſion . of o our refpe ped, 05 . 
the manner and form of « Our addreſs, may 
be a, matter f very conſiderable impor- 
tance. | "And this, I preſume, will apße⸗ 
to be the caſe in falt to all who confider' 
that if we "worſhip © God in 4. regular bd 
tated courſe of addrefles, "ut in a mani 
wited. to the dignity of that ſervice, as 
4. will be to eſtabliſh and Inc re 
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ee every vicious, and . | 
| every virtuous diſpoſition within us; 00 
to promote the knowledge and imnltz⸗ . 
tion of God, among men. Theſe are 
purpoſes of divine worſhip, which all the 
world mult acknowledge to be incompa⸗ 
rably ſuperior to the meer compliment of 
paying our — to God, without in- 
tending 
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er to an 
reaſon ſeenis wh diftate, that the 
bleſſad God ought to be wortl ly repre. 
ſented in Gar external 1 that is, 
to be conſidered in that juſt is true 
Ught, wich has a tendency to engage the 
beſt” affections, the higheſt reverence and 
eſteem of all that join therein. And in 
this view of things, I conceive that the 
manner, or form of our addreſs, is a very 
material cirtumſtance and 1 beg leave 
to ud; that it is a oO OY in which 
all the” heathen world, ſeem to have been 
very faulty and defectivs. Becauſt that 
< when they knew God (or at leaſt en- 
c joyed the proper means of knowing 
heed they glorified” him not as Dock 

1 his true and proper chara 

© but became vain in their imagina - 
eee their fooliſh heart was dark“ 
ee — to be 3 
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Hap by the way, we may. obſerve, "= 
forming images, in. à human. ſhape to, 
repreſent the exer· bleſſed God, has a plain 
ncy to make men aſcribe. human paſs. 
bons and weakneſſes tp him which was, 
probably, a reaſon. f God's farbidging it 
in the ſtrangeſt terms, in the Jewiſh law. 
That this was the tendency and the real 
effect of that idolatry, or image worſhip 
which prevailed. in the heathen world. is 
plain from the ſubject. matter of. their e- 
lgious fervices.; I. mean the ſacrifices, 
which they offered, and the petitions 
which they Fee For as by the 
one they attempted to bribe the Deity, in 
their fayour, ſo in the other they were 
not aſhamed to offen ſuch. requeſts as were 
- the ſtrongeſt proofs of, their folly. and, ex- 
travagance, and furniſhed matter for the 
ſevereſt- raillery and ſatire to their posts. 
It would be tedious here to enter, into 
particulars: the matter of fact is. ſuffi» 
Cientiy known to all that have any tolera- 

ance with 40-1004 IEN at. - Writ 
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thoſe nations that are deſtitute of a di- 


Line reveldtion! Söll that we may ihſer 
chat the pure dictates of reaſon and · na- 
dure Habe not in fact carried meh to a 
Stent height” of petfecli « in ſuch . wore 
ſhip of Goch, 18 18 cceptable and aſe. 
. will not hätt de 4 jus 
of arguing, to ſay that the light of na- 
| date, can carry men no farther thatr it Has 
actually done: but if it never has pre- 
duced a juſt form or model of" religious 
Woörſinp, in any of thoſe nations thee 
have been deſtitute of * revelation,” it 18 


2 pftetty ſtrong preſuraption that it "nes 
ver would. For; in all probability, the 


| ſame” reaſons that hive'ulways hindered 


it, hitherto; from exetting itſelf in a pto- 
per manner, would ſtill continue to pres 
vent it. I ſhall inſtance only in one, and 
that is the interpoſal of human auth 
rity by means. of which 1 
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Tu powers of, ibis world, ſecm: in all 
db, and nations of it, 10 haye, generally, 
agreed in marie an inſtrument 
of . tate policy z anꝗ have turned, at, out 
of its proper channe by makipg ir b- 
ſervient to worldly. views. Henca it has 
come to paſs that thoſe few who have 
been willing, and capable: of purſuing the 
dictates of reaſon upon this ſubject, more 
Warme and fully, have not been able 
to ſtem the torrent againſt the mighty. 
EO that are always on the ſide of 
When our Saviour ame, it does 
not appear that — was any ſuch thing 
as a pure and conſiſtent religious worſhip 
any where ſubſiſting in the world: N ot 
that every individual was involved in; this 
. the pub» 
lic and ſocial | worſhip was of the idola- 
trons, oe» ap deus; kind, cannot be 
Þ rag And ſo 3 was ſuch a2 
ſtate of things to be expected, that St. 
Faul tells the Athenians (the moſt learned 
and 
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1. 30. 
is; Be would Ae — -infft 
oper et Having acted an unreaſonable 
and <ubſurd” part in this affair; but would 
make ali frvourable! allow 


which was offered them in the goſpel 
-which ie to be fegifed as «Perfect 
ESL Audra" oF eur dure | 
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 .canfideratiqns' co repreſent the equity; and 
Importance. of;this aſſertion, of our Sgviour;; 
eiae he who,gground . their yeligioys 
_ Ipraigns; or any 2pert of chem u, 
4 han; Authority ode ſo! fan, or in that r- 
peld, — — yore 
cannot any geg 

Aactifrom ſuch wong ARG HDI 
\ qtog ad ai carl: Boigfto apr mhidw 


jets fhall.: — — 


25 pe nr in, z5bgious war- 
4658-  qifA2ds; indeed, othis {a1 plain: and 
bright that, it.ig-ackoow] all, 


even by thoſe who. unflen: NF >1Pretence 
of his authority, do, in effect, ſubvert it. 


For none that profeſs chriſtianity ever pre- 
tended 


3 53 
N 
28 oY 


dae e wide * 7" 
tenddetl 46 addanee any human àutheeity in 
oppefitzen te that of Gf Saeiour; Larne 


bt müny huve aMithed' ati! aüdterity upon d 


entich <bnimiffidn From" Wim which 
though they have never Been able vs- 
 tiotially to fuppert and Aefeal, achey aD 
yet xeteiſed" greitly 145 the diſturbance 
and diſhoner of the'chrftianichurchi 57% 
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299 Go in the ſupreme! object; ofall 
 euligious worthip, and toihinr all our: de- 
votions ioughi to be: ultimately directed 
_ (cofiſequently his commands, wherever 
they are known, : muſt be the only ſtand- 
ard which we tan have recaurſe to, ham 
ſafely rely upon, with regard; to-this ſubr 
ject. He perfectly knows all the good 
ends ant purpoſes that cn pofibly be 
atiſweredd hy external religions; and; by 


hat partidular means thoſe ends n : 
imoſt effoctually be obtained, & Or oaald  _ "Hf 


Uwe poſſiblyknaw! that any thing een 
nature would: be acceptable to him, 'w 
it not for che laws which he has +" 
| Wh, more eee Cary contained in the 


God 
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re it is by the laws of 
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nal worſhip. of > himſelf i 


God chat we are informed, that an aer. | 


bw, en e ty de lv, thx 


lese p me a uſeful, manner of 
performing it. To which. we may add, 
wat as, God hes appointed. us, a, divine ſer- 


vice 10 bel performed. nat for his own 
fake, but or ours, ſo it is reaſonable: to 


dcthe warſhip: whiich o is moſt 
Ni will be:moft uſeful to 
ourſelves, if we ſincerely join in it. And 
is furniſhes us withaanother conſideration 
10 ſllewy vchy we are to make the laws f 
God — e in religious wor- 


On * 5 7 121 3 1 1 
% 


4 well az duty for us da. do! God has 
enjoined us the worſhip of himſelf; not 


_ {hat it will, or can add to his eſſential 


glory, or happineſs, but becauſe it will 
naturally impreis his image more deep up- 
on our Hearts, by which means it is that 
we become partakers of a»diyine nature, 


an all be gradually filled with all the 
fulneſs 


| ſolueſ of; God: 2 or in ether words; My 
gradually improve in moral purity and 

perfection, till we. become totally diſen- 
every thing that is vicious, 
or unamiable in our characters, and ſo 
ſtand l and compleat in the ae 
will of God. en 4 18 ec, wa. Jos. 
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Wu nd auch important con- 
lequenges as theſe are c depending, e 
have we to do with the doctrines | 


commndentays/of 3 men? acre AS 7A 
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—— to goyern, and direct us 


here, take upon them likewiſe, to be an- 


ſwerable rv the conſequences of our pays 


ing that ſubmiſſion and obedience to their 


his: W which is, due only to the laws of 


Sf nfs 4 + 


God? 80 far from this, that they can 


not anſwer for themſelves, nor juſtify 


their own conduct to the great and ſo- 
vereign Lord of all things for acting ſo 
— well as undutiful a part, as 


to entrench upon his authority, and even, 
| effect, to ſet it aſide, in order to eſta- 
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bliſh their own in its ſtead. But avhate = 
ever men may pretend to, it is moſt cer- 


n 
12 1 1 


an Sim. XII. 


tain that our firſt and higheſt regards are 


due to God: and with regard to the mt- 
ter before us, none but God, and thoſe 
'who have the fulleſt credentials, that ey 


act by his appointment, are entitled to 
the leaſt ſhare of our obedience. When 


our guide is infallible, we cannot etr; but 


muſt in conſequence of his directions, 
neceſſarily improve in all the 


good 2nd 
valuable [purpoſes of our religion. Where: 
as on the: contrary; if we are governed ; 
by+a fallible authority in this affair, -we 
may poſſibly be eſtabliſhing ourſelves in 


ſuch wrong and ſuperſtitious notians of 


God, as may be highly prejudieial to dur 
characters, and render us much worſe 
with our religion, than we > thould have 


FOR. i it. pee IN) 


4 Tur equity l | aeg W th; 


e ee ee in the text will appear, 


by conſidering, that the peace and well- 
being of mankind in general, and of eve- 
7 _ in es are intereſted in 


it.— 


1 in ths n . — nations 
of the world, im an infinite variety of 
amen ſome af which have been very 
 Ghocking and dreadful to behold, ab ren- 
dag wen mom unlike to the all wiſe, 
aide ou 2 ee ee moſt 


in-qhein: — nrg 
Mineſs the maby perſecutionai that have 
been catried oni upon the acchunt of re- 
ligion f and the havock and defolations that 
have been thereby frequently made among 
bind. Lpon which I beg leave to 
alk. culd cheſ things ever have taken 
pbicr in cthe''wortd, unleſs the dbctrines 
andb\commandments. of men Hadi ifirſt of 
* been ſubſtituted in the toom af the 
laws::af --God Is it ppſſihlea hat thalt 
colighnnicimitiehi wholly of dioine inſtituk 
tian and appointment could ever have pro ; 
duced ſuch effects as theſe ? Or is it 
peſſible, that a religion which produces 
ſuch fruits can ever recommend us to the 
favor of that God who is good unto all, 
004% | B b 2 r 
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has taught us by Chriſt, 


a quite contrary tendency to theſe; and 


hered to, and obſerved) to produce quite 


oppoſite effects. The wiſdom iſdom that comet 
down above, is pure, peaceable, 


geotle, and: —— full of — and 


men will be eaſy and happy, ſo far 
the neceſſary frailties and imperfections of 


the preſent ſtate will admit; agreeable 


and uſeful to one another; mutually edi 

| fying and improving each other in that 
heavenly temper and diſpoſition, which 
muſt finally prevail. A. 


think, ſhould induce every perſoi in 
whom. that temper is begun, who ſincere- 
ly wiſhes the happineſs of mankind, to 


ſupport; and to > that human au- 
thority which has a 3 to deſtroy 


it.—It will naturally be obſerved dy thoſe 
a 2 * 9 ä who | 


his r 7— The religion which God 


who — ring: Wande s- tie 
ſubject; that the aithority of God, and 
the rights and libe 
tegard to religion, are one and the ſame 
_ Eatiſe;” and intereſt; or that he Who does 
moſt vigorouſly aſſert and defend the one, 


taia the other.. But here it may not 


be amiſo to takes notice of the plea that 


ie generally made uſe of by thoſe who aſ- 
fume an authority in the chriſfian church, 

namely; that they do not exerciſe their 
authority in oppoſition to God's, but en- 
tirely in ſubordination to it: that they 
do not pretend to make laws, Dae to ex- 


plain and enforoe the laws of God, that 


men may pay a greater regard 26 eme 
and they may become more uſeful, and 
effectual to the purpoſes for Which they 


obſerved, that to explain and enforce 
the laws of God, may be not only in- 
nocent, but very uſeful, provided that 


ſuch explanation and enfòrcement be ſub- 
ment of thoſe to 
n they are directed: ſo that all the 
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ties of mankind, with. 


wilt; moſt effetually-ſupport,” and man- 
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were made. But, in anſwer; let it be 
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vants 'whoſe commands we. obey. Thus 
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authority remain ſtill. in che laws, and 
none in the explications of them, Me 


8 than the explications appear to 

de juſt; for in that caſe they are in 
ame with the laws Which 
they explain. But when any mant r 
body of men, take upon them to explain 
the laws of God, and. inſiſt upon the 
explications being received, and ſubmitted 
to, and inſorce it with any Kind of penal- 
ty which it is in their power to, inflict; 
here the authority of God is uſurped by 


men, and the liberty of mankind is ma- 


nifeſtly infringed. And whether the ex- 


plications which they giye of the divine 


laws be right or wrong, they are equally 
and of rendering the worſhip of God, 
ſo. far as their influence extends, a. vain 
and uſeleſs thing. Indeed i it may be juſt- 
ly faid, that the worſhip which is founded 
on the. commandments of men is paid 
to men, and not to God: for it is an 
indubitable maxim in this, as well a8 
in every other reſpect, that we are his ſer- 


we 


we ke ry the. e of: ang are 
infringed, and the very nature of _zeli- 
gion is in a great meaſure deſtroyed, by 
admitting the authority of men, as any 
175 of Pe. or flandard in the worſhip 
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her fac: a: mill, yg 8 "that — 
generality of chriſtian ſocieties are but 


poorly, qualified to explain the word of 


God for themſelves: —admitting this to be 
true, yet their applying to ſuch as would 
explain, and decide for them, in an au- 
thoritative way, would probably render the 
matter much worſe in many reſpects. For 
if they ſhould direct them wrong, as we 
ſee. by a thouſand examples, is a very 
poſſible caſe ;; the errors of this kind hows 


ever dangerous in their conſequences, may 
yet be eſtabliſhed for ages, and hang like 5 


a millſtone a the necks of chriſtians, 
ſo long, till they are grown quite inſen- 


ſible of the vaſt incumberance; or if a 
few. of the more thoughtful and attentive 
are F lenkible. hereof, yet ay may not, have. 
4 ACA RB bio... intereſt 
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Bor r all, if Bente authority muſt 

decide, how ſhall the © impartial *know - 
where to apply ? for in different' nations, 

different authorities are ſet up in oppo- 
ſition to one another, and their deciſions 
are as different as their ſituations. For 
if a perſon, or ſociety be obliged to en- 
ter into the merits of their reſpective 
pretenſions, before they can know to 
whom they muſt apply themſelves; they 
may at leaſt as well, perhaps much bet- 
ter ſave themſelves the trouble of ſuch 
an enquiry, and application, and enter 
ſcriouſly among themſelves into a conſi- 


defation of that rule, which God has given. 


them for their direction in reli > rnd Wor- 
ſhip, as well as — conduct. EASY 

Nox is it fo diffcult to explain this 
rule for ourſelves, as to decide upon the 
pretenſions of thoſe, who aſſume an au- 
thority to explain it for us. Beſides it is 
an unworthy reflection on the goodneſs of 
47 ' "God, 


| Han Religin n, 377 
God, to "crux ppoſe . that the Tule which he 
73 giant us for the government and a 


rection of our religious Practices! is vot . 
be  underſto6d by conilon. capacities. 


acitie - iy 
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Anv'in fact, we find 1 to be whi e 
might naturally expect from the care And 


compaffion *of our Nen father, "« Tule 


equally adapted to our capacities and our 
wants ; full of plain inſtructions and uſe- 
ful examples, which if we faithfully" fol- 


low, cannot fail of making us n un- 


4 


un e den kk 


Bor it has been — 
the plainneſs and perfection of this rule, 
yet it no where Sives us a perfect ritual 
of chriſtian worſhip: or in other words, 
it does not inform us in the NY and 


bpb news met ueber 
under the direction of our Lord, or his 
apoſtles: ſo that it ſhould ſeem from 


hence, that theſe things were intended 


to be leſt to the management and direction 
of the 5 rulers and governors of 
the 
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378 On the wanity of human | coo. XII, 
| the « chriſtian. church. —' To. this 1 anſwer, 
| hat during our Lord's life on carth, we 
have | no particular account of any regular 
chriſtian afſemblics, beſides that af himſelf 
and his apoſtles ; with whom, and for 
whom he often prayed: and his daily con- 
verſation with them was undoubtedly a % 
tinued courſe of lectures upon the impor· 
tant ſubjects of religion and virtue. He al- 
ſo taught them to pray, by giying them 
not a ſtrict and inyariable form, ta which 
they were to be abſolutely 2nfined,. but a 
ſpecimen, or example of prayer; ſaying, 
* after this manner pray ye.” Matt. vi. 9. 

After the death and reſurrection of our 8a- 

viour, it is evident that the — had 
ſolemn aſſemblies, ſtated and o , for 
the worſhip: of God, andifor cha dnss 
tion of the people in his laws. For we 
read, that upon the firſt day of the 
&« week, when the diſciples came toge- 
« ther to break bread, Paul preached to 
them,” Acts xx. 7. Here it is not ſaid 
that they were called together, as upon 
a. N _— but: that they came 
W 9459 9 
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together, moſt. probably, according to their 
uſual cuſtom, which has been continued, in 
the chriſtian, church without, interruption to 
this day. In another place we have an ace 
2 of a. . rw n in an 


of the Jewich rulers, Priaſtas and yl 

Adds iv. 24. Indeed the; moſt we, can 
learn: of what was done in any cheiſtian 
mentioned in the New Teſtament, 

is in general, 10 that. God was worſhip» 
_ and the people inſtructed.” We 

have no account; it is true, of any ritbal, 
or public form of worſhip as uſed by them 
on theſe occaſions, nor is it at all credible 
chat they made uſe; of any ſuch. Much 
leſs eredible is it, that they ever made uſe 
of thoſe idle things introduced into many 
parts of the chriſtian church, by thoſo 
who have pretended to be the governors 
of it. But againſt theſe we may very ſaſe⸗ 
ly. and. juſtly: aſſert, that the New Teſta- 
ment is a perfect rule of : chriſtian; wor- 
Kr! as it n. in what temper 
and 


dee de te ately curleiver-woote great 
parent of the univerſe ;\ and what kind of 
petitions and addreſſes they are which are 
moſt acceptable to him. This we learn 
2 kroch the 1 


diſcharge of this-important ſervice: #4 
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I's: any particular ſociety. of - chriſtians 


Ugious worſhip, upon the go 
for their own uſe, this is what.no. perſon 
can juſtly blame them for ; : provide | 
do not pretend to ampoſe. it upon — 
or think the worſe of thoſe that prefer dif-. 
ferent forms i eee 0 wad any chriſtian 


of this: 236-46 a particul: calle = : 
apart for — whom they have 


good reaſon to preſume, that he will not 


in every voluntary ſociety, that dete 
1 wotthip'of God, ae 
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" Jeſus-Chriſt the only authonitative director 
in the chriſtian church. Let us never de- 
part from the. invaluable liberties where- 


men. Let us not in word or deed ad 
knowledge that human authority, which 
bas been ſ0.greetly prejudicial. 40 me inte- 
reſt of- true religiap : the cocafion. of ini 


wich Chriſt has made us free] nor be en- 


tungled ——— 


arbitrary inſtitutians and 


nite violence, an outrages among men; and 
brought diſerder, confuſion. | 
into the .chrifian.ichurch.-Quri Loud this | 
led the ways and giren lis toſtimony in 
the moſt publie manner againſt this de- 
ſtructire authority, and gloriouſly ſacriſiorid 


his life in defence. of the commands of 


God, and the rights and liberties of man- 
kind. And many of his diſciples have in 
this, as well as other teſpects, worthily 


' followed his example; which it behoves 


entitle 
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votiol upon khe tetmper und diff 

of our finde. It is here We are to 80K 
for the good conſtqtentes* of refgions 
worſhip. Let us enquire then, ar&'our 
hearts made better by the direct ſervices 
which we pay to God? are our extra- 
vagant paſſions and prejudices reduced? 
our love of the preſent world and the 
things of it more moderate and low? or 
are our good diſpoſitions and reſolutions 
ſtrengthened and confirmed ? —If none 
of theſe things upon examination, turn 
out in our favor, the obſervation is as 
true with regard to us, as to thoſe that 
teach for doctrines the commandments: of 
c men that we worſhip God in vain.” 
This "therefore ought to be our chief 
care and concern, that the wiſe and kind 
purpoſes of God in the inſtitution of di- 
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FN theſe — we have a full and. ſtrong 
e. of Pontius Pilate, the Re- 

man governor ef Jude, to the character 
of our Sayiour lt appears 
account of this matter, hieb we: 
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_ a ehen, the chactbter, Sa xin. 
knn agen recon; thr ma gern v 
Fe Ages carried on by the 1 — againſt 
Jeſus, proceeds entirely from their own 
em and malice; amd that they could 5. 
ledge nothing againſt him that was worthy 
the Sr attention or regard of the civil 
_ thagiftrare,” We find Rd inthe pattie 
now ur us, that -notwithſtandin g our 
Sau ur's perfect innocence, that the cry 
fu againſt him, that 
the povernor thought Bimſeif "obliged; in 
prudence and policy to - way to it, 
and to comply with the m unreaſonable 
demands of the Jen's = (ſpirited up 
| by the pricfts and /Phariſces), by. ſacrificing 
9 the life of an innocent perſon, father than 
incur the diſpleaſurt of the multityda. We 
ate lkewiße inſarmed here by the evan- 
geliſt, What a poor: and Sontemptible ex- 


cuſe the governor had recourſe to, in or- 


der to clear hirnſelf of the guilt of '6oh- 


demnisg the innocent, namely, by taking 
| water and waſhing his hands before the 
5 , nultitade 4 and declaring that he con- 
„  *Gemned our Lord 2%, a his own judg- 

ment 


an A*. Pani 


F is, e upon. 1 | them; 
they. 


am Which, one may feaſon- 
ably ee thay the judge and the peo- 
bk: (Were. £gually Ignorant of . this great 
zevexlaſting truth — e guilt and 
merit 2 1 things and {cannot_ be 
— ions of obe per- 
became or be juſtly. pft 
25 the as s of another,” It was 
Sener 1 weak and abſurd in 
=" Filate to imagine, that he could 
himſelf of the e way 
mit in 4 wilipl. W 7 f judg- 
y waſhing his hands : or that 
heel Frm Sp it entirely 9 5 the 
Jewsy by. declaring that he was influenced 
by their importunity_to;do what he did ;— 
but ſuch are the ſhifts that men are fre- 
quently Friven to, who have not the MY 
. neſhy to act the fair and honourable part; 
iſt the > miſchiefs attending ſuch charac- 
eſpecially in eminent ſtations, are in- 
1 ** 5 extenſine. Int This 
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pregnant inſtances of this, in 


happineſs, and ſacrificed 
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oh Raids ache deve: _—_— n 
Tur fit Obſervation" on the" pallige 


of” hiſtory" no, before us; name 857 — = 


men have not alwihs ch ſtrict re 
juſtice” and honor, chat mi iglit ww afort- 
bly" eXpeced PAR their 9 4 
racters, Pontius ' Pilate and the Ledi ng 
Jews 1 chat proſecuted” gur Saviour, Wee 


per ſon to death under cbußtenance f 4 deb 


gular 3 otlicial Procesding againſt ROH 


nothing could be alledge chat wis Wor- 
thy of blaue; who back never” Aud or 
le any thing that he could have We. 
leaft reaſon to repent, and be alhathed ef: 
but on the contraty had always Nady © 
and wiſely” purſued the public good and 
every teriporat 
advantage i in order to promote Js What 
ſort of magiſtrates then muſt” our Savioi 


have had to do with! who could io baſely 


pervert juſtice in order to deſtroy all in- 


nocent and uſeful perſon! What tort of 


leaders and rulers muſt they be amongſt 
the Jews, that were ſo void of all the 


R 2 ww 
in 


1 


| principles of truth and righteouſneſs!" "How 
vel it is but too true that the world hath 
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in all all ages abounded with ſuch as. theſe; 


'nocent in this . ban the worſt of 
a thoſe that a re it. But with- 
out entering int F the 1 whether 
the former times were better or worſe than 
theſe, which queſtion can neyer be de- 


id * * 


ci ided in this world this i is certain, that 


injuſtice appears now as well as before un- 


der a variety of plan ſible colors and, pre- 


"i 1 13 


tences, and endeavours to recommend it- 
_ elf by many innocent and yirtuous names. 
"The. Jews ſet up a.-pretence of religion 


and a concern for the laws of their coun- 


try, in order to diſcredit and defame the 
nobleſt and moſt amiable character the 
 world.ever aws and how. often ſince that 
time have m. en made uſe of like pretences 
of a concern * the public good, in or- 


der the more effectually o injure and 5 
"abuſe their. fellow-creatures. The moſt | 


Important ranch | of Juſtice is that, which 
1 | ters of mankind, which 
ry. and eſſential ſup- 


ports of their | happineſ ;. this will, be ca- 
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Aly allo 9 * f ed by 8 conkers: og 
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Nor is the preſent age pethaps more in- 
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W perſon's ee ch Sore] 

him to the favorable o pinion, affe&ion, 

and eſteem of his fellow-iidrnch 3 on, th 

, one hand, or expoſes him to” their ce 
It ſure, hatred or contempt on the other, s 
conſequently that by injuſtice in "this re- 

ſpect a perſon may be wounded bh the 

moſt dangerous and fatal manner; — and 


ye 


ficht all magiſtrates and governors, he. 
cially, and by parity df feaſon, from all 
perſons of inferior power and authority, 
that they exert it in defending the cha- 
racters of their Wine from all 
malicious and unjuſt. attacks of every 
kind: — and thoſe heathien governors. that 
' fuffered the character of Jefws, and of His 
faithful followets to be tnifrepreſented ad 
. down, and even concutred with _ 
in expoling their perſons to infamy an 
death, muſt one day give a ſtrict and 5 
vere account of ſuch injuſtice, as ſutel) 
"there ib 4 tighteous God who judge a in in 
"the world. And as for thoſe eeadr, 5 ma- 
"Liffrates who have employed their power 
bad methods * Lekcuden, they will 


r eceive 
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receive an Wanne as they. 4 
have enjoyed better lights and advantages 
for knowing their. duty, and yet how 
many of this character does hiſtory give 
us an account of in the chriſtian church? 

How fm of the kings and governors of 
the chriſtian profeſſion have held the 
ſcales: of juſtice in an equal and upright 
manner in this regard; or ſo as to pro- 
tect the characters of their ſeveral ſubjects 
from injury and violence! How frequent- 
ly have they acted quite a contrary part, 
when reaſons of _ or W ves | 
ns NICE or ed d ebenen 
42 1 * of poet 
have. juſt now before us in the king of 
France, ſtiled the moſt chriſtian king, who 
has baniſhed his parliament for preſuming 
to do juſtice to ſome of his ſubjects, that 
were injured and oppreſſed by the impo- 
ſition add tyranny of the prieſthood : tho 
the true reaſon or motive of this partial 
procedure ſeems to be, that the prieſt- 
hood, ſupported by-public authority, may 
more eaſily be made uſe of as an inſttu- 

| 1 * | ment 
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hand of power, to ſubject u is : 
8 ah moſt deſpotic and-arbitrary 


government, and reconcile: them to ſla- 


very: whereas the parliament are rather 


to be conſidered as the defenders of the 
people's liberties againſt thoſe that would 


oppreſs and deſtroy: them; and conſequent- 
ly will always be conſidered as enemies by 


ſuch kings as deſire to govern by abſolute 


will, and by the ſword. Now where this 
is the rule' of government 


diſregarded, or overborn ; and in ſuch 
caſes as theſe, all that are employed, 


as inſtruments in the hand of | lawleſs. 
power, to oppreſs the innocent, are more 
or leſs guilty in proportion to the ſhare 


they have in ſuch work, and the 1 


nities they enjoy of being better informed, 
and of knowing how \unworthily * | 


righteouſly they are employed. The fame 


may be ſaid not only of thoſe governors 


that act without or againſt the lawrs of 


their reſpective governments; but alſo of 
ſuch as enact laws, which bear hard upon 


; : . _ * 4 
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- 


and not laws 
made by common conſent, Jaftice, in the 
moſt important inſtances, is frequently 


# — 


der 9 1 ian . n 393 

— of any that ; are. prone reli- 
gious and, virtuous. members of ſociety. 
| Conſcience. is the province of God alone, 
in whichpo, human. POM: or potentate on 
—** But we 
C + have, A law fy. the Jewiſh chief prieſt 


, and; officers, John ix, 7. and by our 


e law he ought to die. —It is very evi- 
dent that God had given them. no law, by 
which our Saviour ou ght to die; and 


therefore if they had any ſuch, it muſt 


be of their own making, i in making which 
they had acted a very unrighteous part.— 


Or if they, had peryerted any law of God, 


to a Purpoſe for which it was never in- 
tended, it comes to the ſame thing, —and 


Pilate, whatever color he might put upon 


bis ſo doing, and thoſe that were em- 
ployed as inſtruments in that "execution, 


were all guilty before God, . Father for- 


— Sire them, ſays our Lord, Luke xxiii. 
45 34 for they know not what they do.” 
By which laſt words, he could not mean 
totally to excuſe and juſtify their conduct, 


in what they were doing, for then he 


uld. not. conſiſtently,” pray that God 


would 


wor " fotgive wit action. lis rio C 
therefore ' was only to repreſent them as 
perſons, who on account of their no- 
rance, and perhaps good deſigh were more 
worthy objects of God's mercy, than thoſe 
that employed them, and ſet them on. 
I öbtalned metcy, ſays St. Paul, becauſe 
*1 did it ignorantly through unbelief, 


1 Tin . 13. But it is by true repenit- 
atice only, and reſtitution where it may 


de mide, that this meren is to be ob- 
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0 bad: e in Abs aha 
Iuris other inſtances that might be 
alledged, the extenſive bad ee 
of injuſtice in men of authority and power, 
he nothbers they involve in their 'puilt, 
and unrighteouſneſs, by employing -theln 
as the infiruments-of it. For it is certain, 
and WE find it verified by experience, bat 
the great and the powerful of this world 
feldom want numbers to Tuppott and al 
ſiſt them in any of their deſigus; who 
think it a ſufficictit vindication if thelt 
conduct, that they aft in conturrehce with 

| their 


7 0 355 
Kei 2 perlors, to "Whom they & are of 5 
to pay "Geir court at [Coe 


and honor, « of libs 
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from the paſſage of hiſtory FIR 1 us 


is this, namely, That truth and i innocence 
are frequently overpowered by numbers, 


and oppreſſed by noiſe and tumult. That 


this was the caſe E 
our Saviour and the Jews no impartial per 


' ſon can doubt; and that this has yo 
frequently | the caſe ſince that time, no per- 


1 ſon. of common experience can be igno- 
Tant. Thus were tlie apoſtle Paul and his 
companions inſulted at Epheſus and Co- 
rinth, and other places, their buſineſs was 
to propagate the reli gion of Jeſus, a reli- 


gion ſo full of all true piety and goodneſs, 


that it needed only a candid and impar- 


tial examination, in order to its being 
heartily and univerſally received ; — and 
yet o loud was the cry againſt. * in 
particular among great numbers of the 


Fon and Sept, but clpecially the for- 


mer, 


#4... $ * 
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ns 


t aud truth. But pe] 
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wer, that be ; was frequently in ne of 
being torn in pieces by an enraged mul 
titude; The like dangers. have been in- 
curred by many, that have followed the 
apoſtle s example in ſteadily aſſerting and 
maintaining the truth, againſt | the great 
and powerful oppoſition of numbers. that 
were enemies to it. e 
Fel the obſervation id experience 
of this fact, and from a knowledge that it 
would frequently happen after his de- 
parture, our Lord told his diſciples that 
« in the world they ſhould hang” tribula- 
t tion, * John; Xyi. 33. and St. Paul from 
| the fame” view 'of things „ told Timothy, 
2 Ep. i ill. rs, "ee that, all * ill live god- 
Iy in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution?” 
And in Acts xiv. 22. we find, he bid the 
churches of | Pyſtra, Tconium, and Anti- 
och expect the ſame thing, that we | 
«muſt through much tribulation enter in- 
ee to the kingdom of God. Not that we 
ate to underſtand by theſe paſſages, that | 
the caſe is univerfal and without excep- 


tion 3 but only that it is a frequent and a 
common 


allot / Pee PO 9 

eaten n n id Metcfbte i dt chi ith 
6tight not 6 fürprizell or Al 

7 25 to echt He les, 12 00 
it has ſont fy enemies ig tlie World: % 
by parity bf reaſon we. Mould hot be le? 

attached to the prinples' of the "refortha® 

den on account of the great fr 


ſitioh to ele 20 ie e of) row" 
Dich wdF- feet bur sibi or di m 


Tu f fame may be faid with regard to 
aM national eſtabliſmments bf refigion an 
thoſe” that "diſſetit from them. Aff has” 
baten Wir is ſupperte By the auth 
ways in the '<cmihoh”eouirſs 'of 
en decbunt f — — 
tages of "Various kinds chat mtufaltp ar. 
tend it: and · there ſeems tõ have been in 
every age and nation great numbers diſ- 
Poſed tb make uſe of religion, atleaſt the” 
| anc "or it, a an indtrumepe und 


rally a0 in ih the fate. N the 
country where they relide. Hut, if ve im- 
Pe enguire into che mexits of thoſe 
400 tive forms of religion. 
that deni. ye ſhall find. in them a great 


vert the true yp ny of cold. p= 4 to 
turn it into ridicule and jeſt. A there- 
fore, that have ſerioufly, conſide 
ſdzhiage, that have been: — af the 
truth of this is gepreſentation and haye had 

ſpirit: and integrity to 2 for, them- 
ales and to be, dern bir oy 
ganfciences in this affair, have declared 
it Riten joe eh eſtabliſhments,” and 
agu gf every, man upon carb. lo chooks 
0. wacdiee fa religion. 11 ha 9 
8 nok take upon me bo oy that 
an they. who have thus diſſented from na- 
tional appointments, have had the -trutt 
on their fide in every par r but that 
thay: haye generally had a greater. — 
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dn Endh zb their aeightpurs — — 
 Befire. to ſuppoxt and preſerve it ig cha 
| world; may. I think be fairly preſumed 
from the ineonvenioncies which they have 
voluntarily: expoſed themſelves to on the 
nr it is not the 
I inſulted and * os the ſapetior 
numbers of; their adverſaries, wha: having 
this powerful: argument! of numbers on 
 _ their fide, ate but too fond to make wi 


of it, inſtead, of a better. "oo ne FIN 


| ole t0-have happened paces = 
E (tt owns © ue erte cad the 
_ rue ory a6 — 
opinion: — though therm were no voices 
bi heard: in his favor, but all Was, 8 Crucity 
. him, crucify him ; yet in all -piroba- 
_ -bllity there mult: have been Jomeifew at 
..: deaf, — 


e -rolence to men ; bu —— 
and teſtrained, they were forced to 
give. way to ihe vidlence and fury of the 

maukitude; or if they: preſumed to remons 
ſtrate againſt their p they were 

imſulted, arid reduced to filenee by: the noiſe 
pt pm of the 


N 4 
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Hrn by the way, it is natural to 
ohſervs, that it muſt greatly have moved 
ie indignation of thoſe friends to our 8 
VvVior's character) who happened io be pre- 
ſent, to ſee him ſo unworthily: e 

y treuted by thoſe, on whom he had 9 

ferred the greateſt favors; and well might 
St. Peter ſay to them aſter wards that they hall 
«taken, and crucified, and ſlain him with 
| hands, Acts ii. 23. which conſi- 
Fenn greatneſs of the crime, was but a 
moderate and mild reproof. The ſame may 
Dun dn other remonſtrance of the 


ſame 


- * HET 
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une apollle, Acts iii. 14, 1 %% al bet 6 
denied the holy ons und the juſt, ¹⏑ẽj . 

« Jelited a murderer- t be granted ed 

I killed che prince of ne. 

E FFF N nin! 
Tur the truth ſhould be dedirted und ; 
Forſileen by the many, and eſpouſed only by 

the few. is an event that will naturally gve 

ſome pain and uneaſineſs, upon the firſt view - 

of it, to an ingenuous mind; but that falſe- 

hood and miſtake ſhould not only gain the 

advantage over truth in point of num- 
ber and power; but that thoſe numbers 
ſhould; in any caſe be employed in beur- 
ing don, and deſtroying the few that 
diſſent from them, is a matter o en 
mort painful and uneaſy reflection; un- 
der which nothing can relieve the mund : 
but a ſteady vie y to God's moral govern- 
ment of the world; by which we are 

| ſtrongly afſured that truth and juſtice; hows 

ever "deſpiſed or ee in this world 

ſhall" finally prevail; and that error and 

Nola!” bawerer l Mühe d 

and triumphant here, Will at laſt be force! © | 

to retire with confuſion, and ſink into ever- _— 
"IM Dd laſting 
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i end rare 
| Sami cad; diſcouraging views. of the 
treatment which n meets with ein this 
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they 83 by the external appear- 


covetouſneſs, their . and. 


abe ours for ever 2 ever. This is 
gives us ſuffi- 
— under the many 
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1+ THIR DILL) + A. party ici goes, often- 
times hurry men to the moſt fatale 


be, We Phariſees, we . fel of th 


higheſt reputation among the Jews, which 


i and a ſtrict 7 
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deeped; dilguiſes, a and freely 


oled. their 


wH T7} their 
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their 
pride; which Hs. did with all W 


vine miſſion; and, their, wn. conſci — 
muſt have born teſ within them to 


che goth of his remonſtrances 2 but ſo far 
were 


6 


2 that hoy became determined upon 
his deſtruction, and frequently took coun- 


ſeh together to put him t death. Here 
hep dhe geſt: point which they, had in 


mm was 7 be ſacrificed that might 
99 to Bagg in their way; — and ac- 


3 


U we find; that the moſt. perfect 


T il was not ſufficient to ſcreep, him from 
C: Set r malice; nor. could his numerous and 
eee works of mercy and compaſ- 
Hon, procure him any ſhare in (they fn — 

or induce them to ſuſpend. their 
intentions towards him; but 7 4 
ous rage they purſued him to death. — 
fier hach a an inſtance as this of party zeal 


| ſame ſpirit 3 in ſucceeding generations : for 
5 if da could. not avoid . who. bad 
* 28 


* 
2 
O 99 - 
* * 0 " 
£ * 2 2 
4 Lal % * 3 - 
> a o 
- 
ol * : 
— 


view, Mas to fupport the credit and honor 
of their Party; 0 > which every other con- 


leſs : innocence of our Savior's cha- 


Kr fury, we have. leſs reaſon to. wonder 
at, the moſt fatal effects produced by the | 


+78, 


the moſt" perfect charath r in ag 
to recommend him, m 5 les 275 7 
other 9 in 4 wy a " fituation, expe 
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28 Jeſus Chriſt ſet himſelf up as the head | 
of a party, which could not Polfbiy 8 ain 
ground, and prevail among the Jews 5 
by the declenſion and ll of chat by of 
| Phariſees (which was founded upo 
tion) ſo it was natural for theſe 1 
make uſe of all their power and influgycs 
in order to ſuppreſs them, and to "conſider : 
it as the neceſſary deferice of themſelves, 
and conſequently that they et ie 
5 upon the law of {elf-prefervation, - lic 
is 5 1 N nature to al mankind. bike fg | 
M this 1 1 mitting chat our ur 
7 Lord ſet up himſelf as the head [of 4 par- 
9 chat ſtood in direct oppoſition to that 
of the Phariſees ; it ought to be ; added, 
"that this \ ed was, entirely of the” be- 


in . Manner js oi parties ought to 
_ oppoſe 


of Pontius Pils, 405 


of 1e each other, and to br Wi 
ſelves ? — not certainly by having recourſe 
to, the ſword of the c civil magiſtrate; for 
beſides, that this, has no tendency to con- 
vince the human mind of the truth or 
falſchood of any principles, and is there- 
fore quite an unfit and an improper me- 
thod of proceeding ; it is alſo, as obſerved 
hefore, a wicked abuſe of the ſword or 
payer. to employ, it in oppreſling the con- 
ſiences. of men, When it was evidently 
intended for their ſupport and defence — 
Nor + are. ſuch parties to oppoſe, each other 
by cj 


of any fort ; for. thee things are ſo far 


from, tending to convince or make pro- 


ſelytes, that they naturally impreſs. the „ 


with deep ind N 
ment againſt the perſons from Ws: it 
receives ſuch treatment, and againſt the 
pffaciples, that led them to it. Men's 
differing in religious principles or practices 
is by no means a good reaſon for their 
breaking the peace, inſulting the per- 
2 8 the — or-infring- 
Da a ther. 
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| voy chat the 258 s in” eee 8 
dur Lord and his | party, made uſe, nd 
only of the moſt unfit but of pets 
unjuſtifiable and wicked methods "a 
ſuch as tend to reduce the whole a 


to a ſtate of the moſt dreadful confuſion 
and Borer. pr n Rue" ot 930) 
1th e N t Suben I Boe 
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A may be regarded as the head f a 
party, as is ſuppoſed in the foregoing ob- 
ſection, and admitted in the anſiver; 4nd 
how he behaved in ry charakter; "lar 
we may fee how far religious parties in ge 
neral have departed an his example, 
even "thoſe that pröfeſs t6 govern' thein- 
felves by his autfiority— And here it is 
certain, that he'oppole@ many of the doc- 
trines'vf che Scribes ad Phatiſces," of the 
Sadusees, and the Smritans: But Be gp- 
oled them by reafon and argument, dy 
eir on law' and their prophets, in ſo 


clear and ſtrong & manner that they were 
frequently put to ſlenee. Perſecùtion and 
violence he was ſo far from approving or 
"encouraging, that * 1 rebuked 
| K his 
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his diſciples, when on a great provocation, 


they ſhewed a diſpoſition towards it, and 


| plainly told them that the Son of man 


* came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to 
« ſayt them.” In a word, Chriſt's whole 


docrine was caleulated to make men par- 


tale of the divine nature, and ny 
Wein x for Tutte e 1 5 


go $2. $4 2 
. 194 1 a K 75 


dre the bels es eur 1 Lord Aube 
ly: intended to diſtinguiſh his followers 


from all other ſects or parties that are men- 


tioned in the New Teſtament, and to 
make of them a ſeparate and diſtinct bo- 
dy, perfectly united under himſelf as their 


head and governor.— And it is equal ly 


plain and<vident, that he intended to give 
wem in his own ebridue an example of 
the moſt candid, kind and ingenuous be- 
havior towards all other” parties, as well 
25 the moſt tender and brotherly affection 
among themſelves=—but in what an amag- 
ing degree have many, who profeſs thein- 
ſelves *his' followers, "departed from that 

af t "Lmniable and” glorious example 1 
"Me? Dis: Our 


FL" 


VA? 


40 
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Our Saviour taught his followers. both by 
precept and example, to . and pray 
for their greateſt enemies, and to preſerve 
the harmony and ait ef the, chriſtian 
ſpirit- in the firmeſt bond of peace and 
love : on the contrary. have we not ſeen 
chriſtians, at leaſt thoſe, who profeſs them- 
ſelves to be ſuch, treating the enemies. of 
the chriſtian name with the moſt outragious 
and barbarous cruelty, as alſo labouring 
by various methods to diſunite the chriſtian 
church, and to divide it into numberleſs 
; parties, and to fill them with the great» 

eſt wid. and dah ww 70m 
_ other? | | tines ut 


ates o hat are ed 
JE will be ready to excuſe themſelves 
by ſaying, that they are ſo far from, en- 
deavouring to promote theſe diviſions, that 
their. greateſt care and deſire is to preyent 
them, and to reduce the whole chriſtian 
church to the moſt perfect uniformity both 
of faith and worſhip ; that is to fay, in 
* if all cer parties were 24 


Der II of Pontius Pilate. OD i 499 
thee: opinion and mind in F things, then 
we ſhould be all p 
can men be ſerious who. al. at a 

do they not know that the different edu- 
cation, the different talents and advanta- 
ges, capacities and diſpoſitions of mankind 
render ſuch an union as this impoſſible 
to be effected? — beſides, may they not 
eafily obſerve that the very methods which 
they have taken in order to effect it, have 
rendered the thing Kill more impoſſible to 
be done ? — the truth is, our different ſen- 
timents and different forms of worſhip are 
not the things that break the unity and 
peace of the chriſtian church, any more 
than our meeting together in. different 
| places for- the worſhip of God ; but 2 
Party ſpirit is the only thing that di- 
vides us. By a party ſpirit, T mean that 
prejudice which too generally prevails_in 
little minds, in favor of that claſs, or 
branch or body of men, to which they 
are repectively attached, and againſt all 
wag L them or diſſent from them. 
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BT ab this "NIE may be bete 
1. 6 804 by its effects, than When confi- 
dered in itſelf; it Tthould be added, that 
it naturally leads men to act difingeny- 
oully and unfairly in order to ſerve the 
intereſt of their RET party, or to morti- 
fy and diſoblige others —Thel: 3 are effects 
which are ſo often ſeen in the world, that 
few, can be unacquainted With chem: : 
; from Hence it comes, to paſs, 'by, degrees, 
that thoſe who might and ou ght to be the 
greateſt friends, are in fact the bittereſt 
and moſt Sona enemies to. each 
other; and have, ex preſſed their enmity not 
only in the por unkind cenſures and 
Ln FH language, but in the moſt bar 
barous and cruel deeds, by which the lives 
of thouſands have been facrificed; inpu- 
merable ſhocking f ſcenes of miſery and 
diſtreſs have been introduced into private 
families; and the peace of ſociety, through 
11 the largeſt ſtates and kingdoms, has been 
; infinitely broken and diſturbed. —To enter 
oy : here into a detail of facts would be an 
endleſs thing. I ſhall therefore wave it, 
- and refer L990 to thoſe volumes of marty- 
rology 
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Fs aa Fh r peffecdtion, in 
Which" the" themory of chel facts z 175 
et to dne Cberlafting iim of tote 
t promoted. and entolitaged them GA 
to the itnimottat Honor” of © thoſe who Con 
ſcientioulty ſuffered thereby.” Toke 
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Br Fit muſt be ſpring "that 4 Pat 

175 does hot always run fc lengths, 
bs it did ih the cafe of "ou? Sawiouk, and 
choſe of Fis folldwers, 00 lie Mffered death 
on che Account of their religious ſentiments. 
There ate many whoſe conſtiences would 
nor ſuffer them to perſecütk oppoſite par- 
ties to death,” WhO yet would readily pro- 
ceed fo fat as bodily pains, penalties, and 
impriſonments; which things however in 
many caſes art certain wörſe than' death 
itſelf: there are others {6 moderate that 
they would not inflict death, Imprifom- 
ment or bodily pain; but then they would 
ſet a fine or tax on liberty of *conſtience; 


and exclude you from many advantages of 
the ſociety to which you belong, on ac- 
count of Tot diſſenting from the moſt 
dumerdus and Powerful; party of that fd. 


ciety:. 
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3 there are, l not "ing 
3 in their power to go farther, content 
themſelves with declaring, that ag you difſent 


| from them, fo you are not worthy to be ad- 


mitted to chriſtian communion, nor to he re- 
garded as members of the chriſtian church, 


but to be conſidered as on che ſame footing as 


heathens, or rather as one degree worſe. 
For the heathens honeſtly confeſs that they 


d not receive chriſtianity, whereas you 


els to receive it, and embrace it, 
whilſt according to them, you cannot be 


ſuppoſed ſincerely to believe it, unleſs you 
underſtand it in the ſame ſenſe with them ; 3 


accordingly they ſet. themſelves to render 
your characters odious to their friends, and 
to the world in general, ſo far as their in- 
fluence may happen to extend; and to 


expoſe you to the cenſures and reproaches 


of the ignorant and noiſy multitude, which 


oftentimes — hi very ſevere _ * 


41 3 


AT Bro. may ſerre as a ſhort es 
of the nature and tendency of a party 


* Tt were an uy matter to produce 


facts 
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fats Kr 5 ſuppo rt and 008 of 


every ching that Fa been here advanced, 
58 5 85. vill naturally be Tu ggeſted by 
T reflecting thoughts The in- 
atices of this ſpirit in the church of 
Er ni bees church of En; gland, and among 
the Preſbyterians, have been too numerous 


yr 252 


to eſcape the g general obſervation; : ind too 
rem arlable to » Toon forgotten, but it 


"7 ® 2 . 


mould allo: be ob ſerved here as a_piece.of 
Juffice « due to the x pre reſent generation,—that 
Ta: f this ſpirit 1s ina great mea- 
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which "has brought _ deſtruction upon ſo 
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ds © of Bis followers, i i oe 
be amiſs: at Tome "ſeaſons to repreſent. it 2 
is 0 conſeg 7 Juences 1 en | 105 3 
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e Cara i 
two upon what has 5 and here it 
is natural to . 

HER 


414 Refattion an the charae 
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*"Fixsr,—tha the ſpirit » A. how 
n juſt bay is 25 ty 33 
to dur _Saviour's, S character and conduct“ and 


that relig n 
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| Eonſciences 1 
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were treated 115 of 548 7 
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| alters, our | avio rs. | manner 75 5 | 
ent as has Peeg gblerved= - 

Thould be added, that} $ e a9 Can gon 
tained in the ew 7 eſta ament, - recom 
mends the fame | temper "and. -ſpirit to all his 


followers, as he diſcovered in his 75 
conduct. 80 that his character 
"coplidered 15 che ene of 


a OY 21 et ag}: "79 1 ty 4 1 10 


2 EX deſign. & doe was 19 


* ps body or — 3 that might. . give 
weight and influence to, the cauſe: of true 
religion, and virtue in, the world, and i- 
| ge all * 


4 ways than that pep joe pump 
us, namely the way, pf peace, :of,.candor, 
of, nene 8 ang. goodneſs towards all 
men; and an affectio te tendennels ; a di- 
 Ringuiſhed regagd and eſſgem towards. all 

. the members. of 1 this ſociety; But if the 
_ Lefign, of chriſtianity, has, been, perycnted 
and miſtaken by many f it prafeiags,..as 


Undoubtediy it has, no wonder that, the 
proper methods of promoting that deſign 


hape alſo been miſunderſtood and neg- 
| lected; and this ſingle inſtance is f 
f to convince. us, that the beſt, chi 
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Giſtinct and clear view of which it d 
that our Lord prophetically ſaid,” Matt. 
* 34- «© Think not that I come to ſend. 
peace on earth: 1 came not *6 fend 
«peace but a ſword: for 1 am coe to ſet 
«> man at variance againſt His father, and 
«the daughter againſt her mother, and the 
<'Uaiighter-in-law againſt her mother-in- 
<"law.” In which words he may bs. 
thought to have erpreſſed himſelf with 
a confiderable degree of warmih and emo- 
tion ariſing from the conſideration that he 


who Had laboured by every method; both 
by Precept and'exarmple, to o eftablith"peace 


upon + earth and esd welt among men 
raw be the occaſion of ſetting them at 
atiance; and of the moſt unnatural guat | 
ben and contentions !' that he ſhould be 
che On of "this, through the deſperate 
blindneſs, ftupidityihd-perverſenels of man- 
kind! But as no mark of ſuch an emo- 

ton appears in the original account, 
thetefore our Saviour's words may be para- 
ap thus, You may think from my 
. doctrine | 


t occaſion of 


men, I ſhall be the inn. 


bitter envy, eee N 3 and 


world.“ But our Lon nec in that 
diſoourſe to exhort his diſciples firmly to 
perſiſt im his religion, and by no means to 
deſert it on account of that treatment, to 


verſe 30. he that findeth his life, ſays 


e untl des ir 5 nch he iht loferb/his 


e life for my ſake, ſhall find it. which 


words will lead ug to another n on 


the: OP ara» ER.” 17 O7 5 
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Ds e it is our drey ard in- 


e aher 10 foffer for the truth, than by 
joining with the majority, and with the pow- 
_—_ this world; to oppoſe and diſtreſs it. 
That it is our duty to: obey God rather 
than men, none will diſpute; nor is it 
leſs true or leſs evident, that our inteveſt 
lie in that path of life which God 
r Ee has 


ing into the. worlds but you are greatly | 
niiſtaken, for through the perverſeneſs of 


which it might expoſe them in the world 
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418 —— 
bas pointed out to mee ze Would 
happen to be attended — | 
merous difficulties,” as is frequently! the 
caſe. For how- great ſoevet thoſe diſficul- 
ties are, the ſacred ſeriptures juſtly ſtile them 
light afflictions which are but for a mo- 
- © ment.” Life advances with a rapid pro- 
greſs towards its final period, and Hoon: 
| ſhall we all arrive at our reſpective goals; 
at which point of time the greater our diſ- 
ficulties and diſtreſſes have been, the more 
glorious reward ſhall we enter upon the 
poſſeſſion of; and the review of hat is 
paſt, will give us more exquiſite delight 
and joy. — Let us remember the diſtin- 
guiſhed glory of our Saviour's e ere 
who to the greateſt kindneſs and condeſcen- 
fion, meekneſs and lowlineſs of heart, * | 
added a greatneſs of mind, a ſtrength and 
force of reſolution, ſuperior to all the frowns 
and terrors of this world. Such moral ex- 
cellence as this was never equalled by any 
other inhabitant of this earth. Be of 
«& good cheer, ſays our Lord, I have 
«--overcome the world,“ John xvi. 33. 
* let us „ imitate that virtue 
— | 


XIII. of Pontius Pilate: 4 


which we cannot equal; that having paſſed 


through that ſtate of diſcipline, which for 
wiſe and good ends is allotted us in this 
world, the trial of our faith, and patience 
and fortitude may be found to praiſe, and 
honor” and glory at the appearing of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; whom though we have not, ſeen, 


yet if we ſincerely love, and firmly believe 


in him, though now we ſee him not, we 
ſhall rejoice at the future fight of him with 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory, and re- 
ceive the end of our faith, even the —— 
tion of our ſouls. 
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N theſe words our Lord informed his 


perſtition was capable of being carried, and 
what they might naturally expect from ĩt as 
its proper and genuine fruits; and, in 
what they ſhould, certainly and Jeyergly 
feel in their own perſons, as a conſequence 
of their endeavoring to propagate and 
eſtabliſh right and worthy ; apprehenſions 
of God, and a worſhip conformable there- 

"1 - :- to 
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_ diſciples to what lengths a ſpirit of ſu - 
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a Can ſuch neces wide and incompati- 
| blo extremes be Io nearly vom A 
ther! Our Lord aſſures us that they may 
and are, and the univerſal experience of 
mankind has abundantly confirmed -his-a 
ſertion.— And with regard. to t | 
world in particular, it is remarkable, that 
this m_ 3 e! was peculiarly i in- 
fl”. ton, 0 Wen th Seen Proud 
in the world, has yet, by great numbers, 
| Geen io miſtaken, ſo perverted and abuſed 
; As to ſupport and countenance the one, and 

to lead them on with woe violence and 

| precipitation to the ther. That” this te 

g lion, which appears in alt. its parts 10 wor- 

c of God, fo uſeful to mankind. Jo wwe 

1210 ulated to unite them in the moſt friend- 
y ſocieties,” ſhould expoſe” its p 
the Hatred od perſecution of others, 1 A 
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re-of che thing, ant Wen 
. tlie occaſfon of Ae x 
$ profeſſors among themſelves „and ſet⸗ 
Wy therm in a Kind f bolile, not to fay, 
F barbde "and brucal |" oppoſition! "to each 
te t frequently vetilied in 


Jerſect tions. . D 
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mit of hs para phraſed thus, —The tim 
will 12 8 Lak! 5 vod Who' ar ate the con- 
fitent ent profeſſors” age my ae aall be 
Le to death by the enemies of your 


profeſſion, and by thoſe who are ignorant 


of ts true nature and” deſign; „ Who w. th 
both be equally" perſuaded that they *« 
; oe Ape and doing their NY, es a 4 
8 you nt ſuch a manner. . 
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OW 1 ſubjec e xculiarly 
ble on this day , being the annivgrfry of 
the great deliverance. of; this nation from 
the Gun-Powder-Plot; and all, the, dreadr 
ful conſequences that would probably have 
: followed. if it had ſucceeded . Nor "ney 
ſybje, at all unſuitable to the) day ; 
which we commemorate our Saviour, og 
has. giyen us ſufficient notice of hat we 
may expect in conſequence. of our attach- 
ment to him, and furniſhed, us with the 
proper conſiderations to ſupport us under 
them; who has alſo taught ae | 
the true ſpirit of religion lies, 
axe. its genuine fruits -and_ effects, * 
as what are the natural effects of falſe xe- 
udn. or ſuperſtition, —le 1s to the latter 
of theſe, that our attention -is difected 8 
| ſes by the words of the ters. 701109 
= ©1749) Noch od bog en 
905 v * Lord iy informed. is difci- 
8085 that men would reject, diſown. an 


deſtroy, them purely from. 2, þ religions: 
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pr a. y dale ant e 
things will do unte you, becanſe 
they have not known..the Father nor 
10 


Feet 
90 1 ſours and fountain, ,of all far 
— ® wi uſe they, have, not. known 
big, te. oe Fog of . into the 
NC or the true ſpirit of chat * n 

which be be taught... 
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will be to trace the gradual advances of 


it arrives: at the extreme 


luperſtition,,..il 
degree, which. i is 
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